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Disclaimer: FEDORA, its officers and committee members make every effort to publish this magazine 
on time, to give correct information and advice in good faith, and to accommodate advertisers by in-
cluding desired copy with accurate content. No responsibility or liability, however, can be taken for any 
inadvertent errors or omissions.

Chairman’s Comments
by David A. D. Cooke

Oxshott Village Sign
The front page of this edition of the FEDORA magazine shows the new Oxshott 
Village sign chosen by residents from the shortlisted designs. The winning design 
was by Robert Jones, an ex-resident of our village, and was refined over a long 
period of time. An article later in this magazine explains the various features in the 
design which embody the heritage of our village.

The most popular site was at the junction of Steels Lane and Holtwood Road 
where the clear sky behind will show it to best advantage. The necessary 
permissions are now being sought from the councils and it is hoped to be erected 
by the Spring of 2019. 

FEDORA has pledged £1,250 towards the sign, if it is needed, as considerable 
council and private amounts have already been pledged.

Danes Hill School
It came as something of a shock to many residents, particularly elderly residents 
in nearby Broom Hall, when early one morning chainsaws started lopping trees 
outside their open windows on one of the hottest days of the year with all the 
noise and dust.

Now that the work on a widened exit for coaches and a footpath and crossing has 
been completed it does not appear too bad, although a 100 year old oak tree has 
been felled and the residents of Broom Hall are hoping for the speedy erection of  
fence to compensate for the loss of screening foliage. 

However it was unfortunate for residents that no advance warning had been 
given either by Surrey County Council or the School, as many people expect fast 
access to the station for commuter trains.

FEDORA will be meeting the chairman of the governors in November to hear 
about the school’s future plans.

Subscriptions
Ever since FEDORA was founded in about 1988 the annual subscription has 
been maintained at £2 plus any donation that residents might wish to contribute. 
Many already give generous donations and the average amount is probably £5 
or more. In the intervening period there has been considerable inflation and it has 
been suggested that £2 is no longer an appropriate amount, being less than the 
price of a cup of coffee.

The management committee agreed that this should now be raised to £5 plus 
donation and as per our Constitution this was put to members at the FEDORA 
AGM this May and was agreed.
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This is still less than the Cobham Conservation and Heritage Trust subscription of 
£8 per person or £12 for two.

So when you fill in the form at the back of the magazine the £5 subscription 
mentioned is not a misprint!

Litter Picking
There have already been a couple of litter picking days. The next one will be 
on Wednesday 14th November at 10am. Meet at 11am afterwards at Munch 
and Wiggles for a coffee. For further information please contact Keith Chapman 
01372 844909.

The litter seems much more noticeable and exposed when the vegetation dies 
back in the winter.

Treasurer
Advancing years and deteriorating health have forced our long serving treasurer, 
Leon Reed, to wish to retire. Leon has been meticulous in logging and categorizing 
all our financial inputs and outputs, has been a very useful contact with St 
Andrew’s Church and always given sound advice. He will be sorely missed.

FEDORA is looking for a new honorary treasurer who will keep the books and 
be able to attend our six weekly meetings in the evenings.  If you would like to 
take on this role please contact David Cooke 01372 842873 or davidadcooke@
btinternet.com for an informal chat.

 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

                         Property Maintenance and Refurbishment 
 

 building & refurbishment works 
 Decorating 
 Doors – supply & fit 
 Kitchens & bathrooms 
 Loft boarding & ladders 
 Plumbing & guttering work 

  
         THE gARAgE, LEATHERHEAD InSTITUTE, 67 HIgH STREET, LEATHERHEAD, KT22 8AH 

 
 

 
            01372 372470           07811 972274 
                           www.homefixdiy.co.uk                           info@homefixdiy.co.uk  
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Oxshott Heath – War Memorial
by Michael J Crute

The Memorial History
The Oxshott War Memorial stands on the hilltop above the south slope of 
Oxshott Heath in a prominent position facing South, it now has a backdrop 



Page 6

of trees. The memorial is surrounded by a low steel rail and a small box hedge to 
enclose it. When it was erected the area was open at the sides where the trees 
have since grown. 

The stone memorial was erected after World War 1 by Sir Robert MacAlpine, 
who lived locally at Knott Park. He was the founder of the MacAlpine construction 
company and was often referred to by the ‘nickname of Concrete Bob’ for his use 
of the material by his company.

The memorial displays the names of 25 men who had connections with Oxshott 
and died in the 1914-18 war. It also has the names of the 25 men who gave 
their lives in the 1939-45 war so that their courage, bravery and sacrifice is never 
forgotten. The ground around the Memorial is maintained by the Oxshott Heath 
Conservators and is the place where a service of commemoration is held every 
year on Armistice Sunday.

In 2014 the focus of attention was on the centenary of the start of World War 1 and 
as a consequence Elmbridge Council arranged for the cleaning of the memorial. 
In addition to the regular November service of remembrance at the memorial, 
on 4th August 2018 a special Act of Remembrance was held there to mark the 
outbreak of the war and commemorate the local men who served and died in the 
war. 

In October 1915 four of the twenty five listed on the Oxshott memorial, Walter 
Ackerman, Reginald Carter, Frederick Cotterell and Hubert Selby, enlisted in 
Kingston, three of them quite possibly on the same day, joining the 7th Battalion 
East Surrey Regiment. They all died in the battle of Loos, France, on the same 
day 13th October 1915, with no known grave they are commemorated on the wall 
panels at the Loos memorial. A chilling reminder of the horrors of the war and why 
feelings to commemorate those fallen ran so high.   

Then in March 1918 the Germans launched their Spring Offensive in the Somme 
area, where within 10 days three others named on the memorial Alfred Burgess, 
Charles Hatch and Ernest Wiles all lost their lives.

Details of the Memorial
The stone memorial comprises a 7m high wheel-head cross rising from an 
octagonal column, this stands on a square plinth with inscriptions dedicated to 
those who lost their lives during the Second World War. 
The square plinth is inscribed with the wording: A.M.D.G./ 1939-1945, on the front, 
with the 25 names of those who died on the other three sides.
     
A.M.D.G. abbreviation for Latin - Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam (To the greater glory 
of God).

The plinth sits on top of five octagonal steps 4.6m wide at the base, which have 
inscriptions and names in stylised lettering dedicated to those who lost their lives 
during the First World War.     

The wording around the top plinth reads: 

IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF/ THE MEN OF OXSHOTT WHO/ SERVED THEIR 
KING & COUNTRY IN THE GREAT WAR/ REMEMBERING BEFORE GOD/ 
THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR/ LIVES IN THE CAUSE OF/ LIBERTY AND JUSTICE
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On the next three lower steps are the 25 names of those who died with their 
Rank and the Regiment in which they served.

 Listed by Historic England in 2015, entry No. 1430670, 
 Name: Oxshott War Memorial, Oxshott Heath, Oxshott, Surrey, KT22 
0TA

It is listed at Grade II for the following principal reasons: Historic interest: 
as an eloquent witness to the tragic impact of world events on the local 
community and the sacrifice it made in the conflicts of C20;

Architectural interest: an elegant memorial in a prominent position.

Also,   Imperial War Museum info. reference 23379
 Location Ref. OS Grid Ref.: TQ 14003 61149 

Sources,  Oxshott- A Surrey Village by B.S. Gidvani 1996, 
  Oxshott Parish Magazine 1981 & Internet.

WAR MEMORIAL 
WW1 Monuments and Memorials in the United Kingdom
In the United Kingdom the scale of the loss of those serving with the military 
during the Great War resulted in the fact that there are very few towns or 
villages which do not have some sort of public memorial to commemorate their 
men and women who died in the First World War. During the years following 
the 1914-1918 war public monuments were put up with public funding or by 
private and public subscription. In many cases a Roll of Honour was inscribed 
with the names of the fallen, both civilians and military personnel, in churches, 
public buildings, factories, railway stations, collieries, schools and so on.

Daily Telegraph By Richard van Emden 30 Oct 2011
‘It was only in the Boer War at the end of the nineteenth century that the 
dead themselves became the centre of attention, but the need not only to 
remember the fallen but to acknowledge publicly the sacrifice made by their 
families developed gradually during the Great War.

By the end of the Great War, more than three quarters of a million British 
soldiers were dead, more than 192,000 wives had lost their husbands, and 
nearly 360,000 children had lost their fathers.

The scale of the suffering was almost beyond comprehension, and the official 
and public recognition of that pain - even if it was just a name on a memorial to 
the missing as in the great arch of the Menin Gate at Ypres - was enormously 
significant in helping these families to face the future.

War memorials matter. They stand in village squares, on railway stations, 
in churches and in football grounds, and they are cared for by the same 
communities from which the men were drawn.

Many were Kitchener volunteers, who had been to school, worked and 
enlisted together.

Their families knew each other well, and the grief was shared.
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This close relationship between the memorial and the families of those recorded 
there was repeated in every town and village where a war memorial was erected.’

--------------------------------------------------------------------

names on Memorials  
As the creation of war memorials has traditionally been organised locally, with 
there being no central government directives or funding, the question of who is 
or is not commemorated, the form in which their details are recorded and which 
conflict dates are used is held to be a local matter. There are no definitive ‘rules’ 
for the names included on war memorials or for which war dates are used. This 
is why some war memorials include those who died of wounds or disease (during 
or after a war) as well as those killed in action, or include civilian alongside 
service casualties. First World War dates on war memorials 1914-1918 are the 
most common dates for the First World War found on war memorials obviously 
commemorating the year the war commenced and the year the armistice was 
declared, on 11th November 1918. However, it is not unusual to find the dates 
1914-1919 on First World War memorials. The 1919 date refers to the year when 
the Treaty of Versailles was signed. This was the peace treaty drawn up by the 
nations who attended the Paris Peace Conference and officially ended the state 
of war between Germany and the Allied Powers when it was signed on 28th June 
1919. As explained above, there are no ‘rules’ for war memorial inscriptions so 
any of these dates are correct as the local community decided to use the dates 
which were most appropriate.

From the WAR MEMORIALS TRUST

 This is why the heath memorial varies from the plaque in the church.

OXSHOTT VILLAGE CENTRE  
 

The Annual General Meeting of the  
Oxshott Village Trust Fund   

will be held on 
 

Monday 12th November at 7.45 pm.   
 

All Oxshott Residents are invited to attend and participate in this 
meeting. 

Notice of any matter you wish to be 
discussed at the A.G.M should 

be sent in writing to: 
 

The Chairman, 
Oxshott Trust Fund, 

e-mail geoffdot@ntlworld.com 
by 5th November 

at the latest. 



Page 9

Oxshott Heath
by Jan Fuller, Chair of Oxshott Heath Consevators 

Since 1904 Oxshott Heath has been managed by the local residents under the 
auspices of the Oxshott Conservators.  After the WWI,  the ownership of the 
Heath fell to Elmbridge Borough Council but they left the management of the 
Heath to the Conservators.  Since that time the Conservators have undertaken 
the role of guardians of the Heath using funds from local subscribers and the 
grant from Elmbridge Borough Council to cover the costs.  

However, recent years have seen legislation changes which have put a 
greater burden on the Conservators.  Health and safety issues are much 
more vigorously imposed and the designation of Site of Special Scientific 
Interest mean that a further burden has been placed on all concerned by 
imposing stringent requirements on the maintenance of the site, leading to 
increased costs.  At the same time the demographic makeup of Oxshott has 
changed drastically.  On the whole the new residents have less involvement in 
the village than the previous generations.  New residents, when approached, 
often say they assume the Heath is financially maintained by Elmbridge 
Borough Council from their council tax.  The Conservators have been running 
at a loss for many years and are now in a position of only having enough 
funds to run the Heath for another 2-3 years at the present rate of income 
and expenditure.  

In December 2017 the long-standing ranger retired due to serious ill health.  
Since then all the maintenance on the Heath has been undertaken by the 
Elmbridge rangers who were paid by the Conservators.  We have also had 
sterling support from a group of volunteers led by Warwick Hutchinson who 
have helped in clearance projects and litter collecting.  

It is with some regret that the Conservators have decided that it is time to ask 
Elmbridge Borough Council to take over the management of the Heath.  This 
will happen on 1 October 2018 and will have no direct effect on the users 
of the Heath.  The Conservators will disband at that date.  A Friends of the 
Heath group will be formed to manage the funds that the Conservators have 
at this time and to input ideas regarding the Heath to Elmbridge Borough 
Council.  If you care about the Heath why not become a Friend?
 

Oxshott Heath needs you!
If you would like to have a say in the running of the Heath, why not 

become a Friend of the Heath.

For more information ring 01372 844167
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Move.

Knight Frank Cobham.
Get back to what you love sooner by selling with Knight Frank.

50 High Street, Cobham, KT11 3EF
01932 964156
knightfrank.co.uk Connecting people & property, perfectly.

CT3481-A5-ADVERT-V3.indd   1 14/09/2018   10:39
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Tea on the Heath
by Stephen Spark

How many visitors have arrived on Oxshott Heath and been surprised to find a 
complete absence of refreshments? For those in the know, and arriving at the 
right time, the kiosk on the up platform at the station can provide a warming 
cuppa, but otherwise the thirsty or hungry walker must try their luck in the 
village – unless they have brought their own supplies with them.

It was not always so, and residents with memories stretching back to the 
1970s will remember, almost certainly with a certain nostalgic fondness, the 
Brown sisters’ shop at Brown’s Corner and the Heath Tea Rooms on the ‘shelf’ 
between the Heath and the station.

The Browns deserve an article to themselves, so this piece will look at the Tea 
Rooms.

The Heath was transformed by the arrival of the railway, which opened on 
2 February 1885. Cheap train tickets allowed Londoners to exchange, for a 
few hours, the smoky city for the heather, pine trees and clean air of Oxshott, 
particular during bank holidays (introduced in 1871). Another big stimulus was 
the Rover Safety bicycle, which gave working people an affordable way to 
enjoy the ‘freedom of the road’, especially on the byways of Surrey. Gypsies 
in search of ‘lucky’ heather to sell at Epsom races and groups of teetotallers, 
naturalists, Sunday school children and artists flocked to this previously out-
of-the-way area. 

By 1904 we’re told that 800 to 900 children were arriving by train every day, 
which must have presented the station staff with quite a challenge. The 
numbers explain why so many postcards of the village were produced in the 
Edwardian era. 

Naturally, all these visitors needed to be fed and watered, and Claygate-born 
Albert Charles Napper (1863 1924), who had a grocery store in the village, 
was quick to seize on a lucrative new business opportunity. It seems that he 
started out by putting up a marquee, presumably on a temporary basis. It is 
not known how he squared this with the Heath’s administrators (the Office of 
Woods and Forests, acting for the Crown) and landlord (the Duke of Albany, 
who was Lord of the Manor), nor where he placed it. 

This was not the first catering establishment in the area: from late 1882 around 
100 navvies were busy building the railway, carving out the great cutting that 
today is spanned by the Warren Lane bridge. They lived in wooden huts at 
the station site, and in December 1882 the owner of Knowle Hill House, John 
Earley Cook, suggested he donate a hut “as a reading and recreation room 
and also for the sale of coffee and other non-intoxicating drinks”. He asked 
if the Crown and the London & South Western Railway’s contractor, Lucas 
& Aird, would pay the running expenses – “including fuel, lights, attendance, 
newspapers etc”. L&A was unmoved: “It is quite contrary to our practice and 
rule to contribute towards the erection of a building in which food is afterwards 
sold to the men employed upon our new works.” The navvies presumably 
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sustained themselves with what they could buy from Napper’s store and, in 
liquid form, from The Victoria.

Having secured his spot on the Heath, Napper let the Crown fend off any 
potential competition. In July 1894, Louisa Vedy, honorary superintendent of 
the Battersea branch of the Band of Hope (a Christian temperance movement), 
planned to give a group of children a day out in Oxshott. She explained to the 
Crown’s agents, “We would like to have someone with us to supply cheap 
drinks to the children as there is so little to be got down there.… Would you 
therefore kindly give permission to Thomas Hicks of Battersea Square to take 
a van & horse on the Common to sell refreshments to our party? Will you also, 
if it is necessary, give permission for the erection of a marquee in which the 
children shall have their tea.” Her request was turned down.

The endless streams of visitors soon began to put the delicate heathland 
environment under intolerable pressure. Children were ripping up the heather, 
leaving great bare patches of sand, the Office of Woods’ solicitor reported 
in 1904. “Fires frequently take place and much paper, broken bottles and 
debris accumulate and are deposited and moreover considerable difficulty is 
experienced in turning off trespassers from the Crown woods.”

In the end it was influential residents who drove change, applying to the Board 
of Agriculture for an Act to regulate the Heath. They were successful, and 
since 1904 the Heath has been looked after by a Board of Conservators. 
One person who proved hard to regulate was Mr Napper. As Clerk of the 
Conservators, G G Vertue wrote to Office of Woods the following year asking 
if they could find any restrictive covenants that would rein in the enterprising 
grocer: “On a piece of waste land so conveyed [by the Crown] to the railway 
company… a wooden shed has been erected by Mr Napper of Oxshott, and 
a gateway made from this shed leading on to the Heath.” Was the railway 
company really entitled to let Napper put up a refreshment hut, with additional 
tents in the summer? And was either the railway or its tenant allowed to make 
a gate on to the Heath? The Crown’s solicitor thought not, and understood 
that “Mr Napper is the man who causes much of the difficulty on the Heath… 
offering to cater for large parties and supplies many with food etc on the Heath 
itself.” 

In the end, the hut stayed and over time was joined by others, so presumably 
both Conservators and Crown decided it was better to legitimise one 
refreshment room operator rather than have to fend off regular invasions 
of the Edwardian equivalent of burger vans. The Crown lent on the railway 
company to make it a condition that its tenants would not sell take-away food 
in paper bags and glass bottles. In 1911, Napper added to his wooden empire 
by erecting “sanitary conveniences”, which, to the relief of all, “have been 
completed to the satisfaction of the [railway] company’s engineer at a cost of 
£37.6.1”. The London & South Western Railway did rather well out of Napper, 
as in April 1914 he started renting an area of the goods yard (immediately 
below the tea hut and conveniences) as a coal depot.

Napper was either lucky or far-sighted in diversifying his business, because a 
few months later the carefree days of children’s excursions to the Heath were 
over. In their place came Canadian soldiers and lumbermen who chopped 
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down the pine trees and used the Heath for live-firing practice.

Dr Gidvani, the author of Oxshott, the Story of a Surrey Village, relates how 
Napper sold both his grocery shop and the refreshment rooms to Arthur 
James Manser (1882 1962) after the war. However, it was Miss Gertrude Mill 
and her sister who revived and expanded the business. In the early 1920s a 
great many surplus huts from military camps and temporary hospitals were 
being sold off. These examples of prefabrication and kit-style construction 
could be quickly disassembled and moved in sections to a new location. The 
structure that formed the Heath Tea Rooms was brought down from Southport 
in 1922, which is rather surprising given the number of huts that would surely 
have been available in Surrey and Hampshire. (Anyone wondering what a 
First World War hut looks like can do no better than visit the Great War Huts 
Project in Bury St Edmunds.)

In the Second World War, the hut proved popular with Canadian servicemen, 
and afterwards it was a regular rendezvous for ornithologists, botanists, 
cyclists and others. On 24 April 1954 we find the South London Entomological 
and Natural History Society enjoying “an excellent tea… at the ‘Hut’ by the 
station”. To the delight or horror of other customers, “discussion on the day’s 
work was enlivened by the accidental escape of a lizard which had been taken 
by one of the party during the day   It was some minutes before it was safely 
back in the tin.”

Next door to the café was the studio of an artist (“of considerable ability”, 
according to Dr Gidvani), called Gurner Rimmer, a friend of the Mill sisters. 
Unfortunately, he perished in a fire at the hut when an oil stove overturned. 
Four years later, Gertrude Mill sold the café to W Perkins (or Parkin) of Epsom 
who sold ice cream at the racecourse. Older residents may remember the 
long shed next to the footpath that acted as a ‘garage’ for the Walls ice cream 
handcarts. 

After Perkins died, his widow carried on running the café, which was still leased 
from the railway (now British Rail). By this time, though, the coal business had 
long gone, and the goods yard below the tea rooms had been tarred over 
to form a car park. The local paper reported that it “was well-known for its 
hot meals, home-made pies and [as] a comfortable place to have a cup of 
tea”. Another account recalled “cyclists and walkers enjoying the quirky and 
welcoming atmosphere”, but drew attention to “the combustible mix of creaky 
floorboards, timber construction, log fires and cooking facilities”. 

The end came in the early hours of Monday 26 May 1980, when a fire 
completely destroyed the building. Arson was suspected, following reports at 
the scene of a suspicious individual, with dark hair, an Irish accent and breath 
that smelled of drink. The damage was estimated at £20,000 and the tea 
rooms were never rebuilt, to the sadness of many regular visitors to the Heath. 
Twenty-six years later, the London Natural History Society hadn’t forgotten 
their one-time meeting-place: “The tea rooms, once a welcome feature of the 
day, have sadly long since disappeared”.

Even without the fire, though, it is debatable how long the café could have 
continued as a viable business. In 1939, the Conservators reported that “the 
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Southern Railway deposited at Oxshott station per annum 90,000 children who 
proceeded to the Heath” – averaged over the whole year, that’s equivalent to 
246 a day. Most would have come from the south London suburbs and inner-
city areas. By contrast, a survey over two sunny days in July 2010 counted only 
182 people in total, 95% of them living within a 4-mile radius. The vast majority 
of visitors come either by car (which of course causes its own problems) or 
on foot; only 4% reach Oxshott by train. The biggest complaints, apparently, 
are aimed at motorbikers and irresponsible dog owners rather than children 
ripping up the heather.

The Heath is no longer a prime destination for Londoners enjoying a few hours 
in the fresh air; these days, it’s just the local dog-walkers and joggers who 
are left to enjoy the sandy paths. And they will just have to bring their own 
Thermos flasks and sandwiches!

Sources

Cobham News and Mail, 4 June 1980
Cruickshanks, K (2010). Esher Commons South Visitor Survey Report. 
Elmbridge Borough Council/Footprint Ecology 
http://www.greatwarhuts.org/the-project.html 
The National Archives: Crown Estate files CRES 35/4020, CRES 35/4021; 
LSWR Engineering Committee minutes 1885 (RAIL 411/60, 62, 64); Treasury 
file T1/13282
Gidvani, B S (2005). Oxshott. The Story of a Surrey Village. FEDORA
South London Entomological & Natural History Society, Proceedings, 1954 
1956

  
Have you ever felt that it is difficult being you and those around seem unable to understand how you feel? Whether you have a 
partner, family or friends that is often not enough to give you the support that you need. Counselling can help you to explore 
being you, with someone who is impartial, non-judgemental and willing to accept you for who you are. 
 
I provide a safe space to explore your anxiety or concerns with sessions available in Bookham and New Malden. 

For further information or to book an appointment, please do not hesitate to get in contact:  

T: 07712 707 219  

E: debbie.langdon@yahoo.co.uk  

https://www.debbielangdoncounselling.com 

 
 
Counsellor/Psychotherapist. MBACP Accredited 
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The author has asked me to find out if anyone has other photos of the tea room? 
If so please contact David Cooke 01372 842873 or email davidadcooke@
btinternet.com. 
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M O B I L E  S E C U R I T Y

Alliance Mobile Security Limited
Hersham Place Technology Park • Molesey Road • Walton on Thames • Surrey • KT12 4RZ

W: www.alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk    •   E: info@alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk

Tel: 0844 69 33 118 

Serving Surrey homes and businesses
Reasons to have a key holder

You do not want friends, family or employees to be 
disturbed with out of hours calls/attendance

You are new to the area and require a key holder

You spend long periods away from home

YYou would like a spare set of house keys held locally

Employee key holders may be away from the business, 
Christmas, Easter, long weekends or annual leave

Reasons to use Alliance Mobile Security

Coverage to Surrey homes and businesses

Quick set-up time, normally operational the following 
working day

Only provides keyholding and mobile security servicesOnly provides keyholding and mobile security services

All officers are screened, licensed, CRB checked and 
undergo identification checks by the SIA

All services operate 24hrs,7 days a week,all year round

Alliance Mobile Security holds SIA approved contractor 
status for the provision of key holding services

Alliance Mobile Security is independently inspected
by SafeContractor

INTRUDER 
ALARM

KEY HOLDER 
SERVICES
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A TRADITIONAL VILLAGE SIGN FOR OXSHOTT
by Felicity Bond

The Oxshott Village Sign Society

Towards the end of May, following the highly successful Exhibition of Short-
Listed Designs, which hundreds of you attended, we were delighted to 
announce the winning design – as voted for by the community.  This was 
submitted by Bob Jones who was born and lived in the village for many years. 

It incorporates many elements of Oxshott’s history, including:

- The Royal Kent School shield, founded in 1820
- The first-ever reinforced concrete bridge in the country
- The Scots pines and oaks on Oxshott Heath
- The brickworks chimney
- St Andrew’s church bell tower
- The War Memorial on the Heath
- The coming of the railway in 1885
- A coal train serving the brick kilns
- An Oxshott Brick Company brick
- The Wren mark from the Oxshott Pottery
- A pot from the pottery
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- The first recorded mention as Occa’s Sceat in 1179
- Oxshott Club billiards
- Village Sports Club tennis, cricket and bowls

This is still the original version of the design, but before production starts, it 
will be modified slightly to ensure, for example, that the trees more correctly 
resemble the Scots pines and oaks to be found on the Heath, that the wren is 
easily identifiable as a wren and that the trains more accurately reflect those 
that passed through Oxshott in the late 1880s.

This is a complex design and lengthy discussions have been held with forges 
to see how best to develop and progress work on the project.  Quotes have 
been obtained and compared to ensure that the finished product is of the 
highest quality and something that the entire community can feel proud of.  It 
is hoped to appoint a forge very shortly.

Fund-raising has also been under way and the pledges of support from the 
community – residents, businesses and organisations alike – have been 
outstanding.  The target has been achieved!  

The location for the sign, as voted for by villagers, at the junction of Holtwood 
Road and Steels Lane, fulfils the criteria for siting as recommended by The 
Village Sign Society.  It is an open space, away from buildings and other 
signage, and crucially, the beautiful design will be seen in silhouette against 
a clear sky background.  In addition, this area encapsulates the ‘symbolic’ 
heart of the village – close to The Village Centre and Medical Centre, near 
two schools and St Andrews church, and moments from those venerable 
institutions The Oxshott Club and Village Sports Club.  

The bureaucratic processes involved in getting Planning Permission and use 
of the land are considerable, but these are now well in hand.  Once completed, 
we will be asking for the pledges to be turned into money.  Currently, the plan 
to inaugurate the sign in the Spring of 2019 looks very achievable.  Don’t 
forget, regular updates and more details can be found on our website www.
oxshottvillagesign.com.

Although over twenty entries from Danes Hill and Royal Kent students were 
shown at the Exhibition, sadly none of them won – indeed Bob’s design won 
by a mile!  However the Judging Panel decided that the excellent quality of 
designs submitted by the children should be recognised and to this end we 
awarded a £25 book token to the child from each school whose design received 
the most votes at the Exhibition.  These were presented at morning assembly 
in the respective schools during June, after which we gave a 20-minute talk 
about the importance of design in the world and how, based on the originality 
and creativity of their submissions, some of the young designers might like to 
start thinking about careers in the creative world.

Once again, a heartfelt thank you to all those who have supported the project 
to date.  We believe the community has made a fine choice and will be 
immensely proud of their traditional village sign for generations to come.
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The A244 Oxshott Curse
by Allan Bleach

Firstly, as a member of the management team at FEDORA I would like to 
introduce myself. I joined FEDORA with the intention of giving back to the 
community just a little of what it had afforded me. Unfortunately, as a novice, 
I was handed a “Poisoned Chalice” with the responsibility for our area roads. 
Having been a resident of Oxshott for over 40 years and in that time seen 
the tranquillity of our bucolic village eroded to the extent that now we have 
inherited the responsibility of being a bypass or “Rat Run” for the M25 and A3 
at all times of day and night.

There are numerous aspects to this inheritance, the volume of traffic using 
our village gives rise to the following;

An increase in pollution, noise, road infrastructure damage, excessive speed, 
danger to pedestrians, animals and other road users, difficulty in traversing 
the road, crossing from one footpath to another, constant roadworks, the 
depression of property prices and the general destruction of our village and 
all it should mean to us.

We have been in passive acceptance of our lot for far too long; there has been 
some sporadic protest over the years but to little avail. How do we therefore 
extricate our village from this imposition without resorting to anarchy or civil 
disobedience? 

We have chosen to live where we do for multiple reasons, for my own part 
to give my family a peaceful rural life in the Green Belt, so inspirationally 
bequeathed to us by wiser minds, who could see the destruction of our green 
and pleasant land if limits were not imposed. We as a nation are the envy of 
many other cities in this world who see the ongoing benefits of this inheritance. 

How has our village become urbanised? The finer points of change have 
effects which were perhaps unseen. Unseen either by a myopic vision or by 
shifting the problems to those who would walk in their shoes in the future. That 
future has been with us for many years and progressively gets worse, despite 
or perhaps because of superfluous fiddles that have been made. Esher and 
Ripley were given a bypass to alleviate the exact problem we now face and 
the effect has been to funnel excess traffic through our village. Therefore 
where do we go with our problem from here onwards? Doing nothing is not 
an option, for too long passive acceptance has been our response, the abuse 
of our village must be curtailed.

I have made representation to Surrey County Council via our local 
representative Mike Bennison on multiple problems concerning the impact 
of traffic and its effects. The response to each and every point raised is the 
lack of finance available but some of the problems could be alleviated with 
the minimum of cost. I see no justifiable reason that HGVs should be given 
free rein to use the A244 simply out of convenience when major trunk routes 
are available. I can understand if there is a serious problem on surrounding 
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roads, alternatives must be available namely the A244. However this facility 
is being abused on a daily basis with devastating effects and is not helped by 
the ubiquitous “Sat Nav” which steers drivers in a sheep like procession from 
one traffic jam to create another through Oxshott village. Another insult on 
our doorstep is that polluting vehicles are excluded from Greater London and 
turned away to drive through the picturesque surroundings of Surrey. Why 
are the people of inner and outer London more precious than ourselves, what 
can justify such action?

Dear reader, if you have constructive thoughts on where and how we can 
pursue a course of action to improve our quality of life then please contact 
FEDORA with your views via email to roads@fedora.co.uk. Your ideas and 
support would be greatly appreciated. It’s very easy to stamp your feet in 
frustration but leave it to others to make your feelings known.

In our next edition I will give you a report on what progress has been made 
with SCC and Elmbridge and follow up with your suggestions on ideas of how 
we can progress these issues.

Should this be tolerated?



Page 21



Page 22

NEED AN OVERVIEW
OF THE PROPERTY MARKET?

Call us today for a market appraisal
and we will give you a 
detailed insight.

Cobham 01932 868 448    
Oxshott 01372 844 200    
Claygate 01372 470 123
www.boycethornton.co.uk

Whilst many things have changed 
since 1990, our in-depth local 

knowledge ensures we can offer 
expert property advice in your area 

whether buying, selling or letting.

Celebrating 25
years in business

A4 Advert version.indd   1 19/05/2015   18:59
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An Update from your Local Councillors
by Elmbridge Councillor David Lewis

On the 3rd May 2018, residents went to the polls to elect one of the three 
Councillors to represent their wards at Elmbridge Borough Council for the next 
four years. For the previous two years, the Administration at the Council had 
been run by a coalition of the Liberal Democrat and Residents’ Associations 
political parties. Following the elections, the Conservatives achieved a net 
increase of three seats and although the Council was balanced with each 
of the political groupings having 24 seats, the Conservatives, as the largest 
single Party, took back control. Here in Oxshott & Stoke d’Abernon, Andrew 
Burley was re-elected to serve for a further four years.

However, shortly after the May elections, James Vickers resigned as one of 
the local Borough Councillors and at the subsequent by-election on the 12th 
July, David Lewis was elected to represent the Oxshott & Stoke d’Abernon 
ward along with Andrew Burley and Oliver Chappell.

Since resuming control of the Administration at Elmbridge, the Conservative 
Team has been focusing on delivering its manifesto pledges. Work is underway 
to produce a new Local Plan which protects the Green Belt, the Cabinet has 
been reduced in size to lower costs and the previous Administration’s policy 
of charging for the use of the Borough’s public tennis courts was suspended 
for the summer.

Over the summer months, there was a high number of unauthorised 
encampments by Travellers across the Borough. Understandably, this 
created a huge degree of frustration amongst residents. In the middle of 
August Elmbridge sought, and were granted, an interim protective injunction 
banning the setting up of unauthorised encampments and fly-tipping on over 
150 car parks and green spaces. This initial temporary injunction will last until 
November during which time the effectiveness of the order will be monitored 
with a view to possibly returning to the Court in the Autumn for a longer-term 
injunction.

Here in Oxshott & Stoke d’Abernon, your three Elmbridge Borough Councillors 
have been working closely with Mike Bennison, our Surrey County Councillor. 
Our focus has been on ironing out problems experienced by Residents 
following the introduction by the previous Administration of a new waste 
collection service, repairing roads which deteriorated badly last winter and 
handling a wide range of planning issues. Surrey County Council is responsible 
for repairing and maintaining our highways and although additional funding 
has been made available for this task, resources are incredibly tight requiring 
us to prioritise the work.

During the election campaigns, residents expressed their concerns regarding 
the levels of traffic passing through Oxshott Village. As your Councillors, 
we are constantly endeavouring to find ways of improving this but there is 
no silver bullet. The work at the entrance to Danes Hill School has created 
congestion during the summer months but we have been assured by Surrey 
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Highways Department that it will help ease the flow of traffic along the A244. 
Further additions to the pavements along this stretch of the road are planned.

Your team of Conservative Councillors promised to listen to the residents 
and act on your priorities. Across the Borough, Elmbridge will be organising 
a series of “Your Voice Matters” events. These meetings will give residents 
an opportunity to put questions to Tim Oliver, the Leader of the Council, 
and to hear about the Conservative Administration’s plans to create a better 
community and help tackle the key issues affecting Elmbridge. The event 
covering Oxshott & Stoke d’Abernon, as well as Cobham, will be held in the 
Cobham Village Hall at 7.00 pm on Monday 26th November 2018. Residents 
can book to attend through the elmbridge.gov.uk/MyElmbridge website.

Please do not hesitate to contact one of your team of Conservative 
Councillors: Mike Bennison (Michael.bennison@surreycc.gov.uk), Andrew 
Burley (aburley@elmbridge.gov.uk), Oliver Chappell (ochapell@elmbridge.
gov.uk) and David Lewis (dlewis@elmbridge.gov.uk) for assistance and help.

David Cooke Associates
Computer Consultancy 

Database and Website 
Development – VB, HTML, ASP, 

SQL, Access, Excel 

Photography – Conversion of 
movies and stills to digital format 

on DVD/CD 

PCs and Networks – Installation, 
Setup and Troubleshooting 

Email: davidadcooke@btinternet.com

Tel/Fax: 01372 842873 

N.J. Ricks
Interior and Exterior 

Painting & Decorating
Working Locally since 1986

References Available

01372 843220
07889 844459

    ricks539@outlook.com
15, Littleheath Lane, Cobham, KT11 2QG
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 a co-educational day school for boys 
and girls aged 3 to 13. 

Please contact Carolyn Ward, school registrar 
for more information 

registrar@daneshill.surrey.sch.uk

Leatherhead Road, Oxshott, Surrey, KT22 0JG | 01372 842509 | 
www.daneshillschool.co.uk

Danes Hill School
Strong and Sagacious
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88 The Street, Ashtead KT21 1AW 

liquidgoldwhiskyco  LGWhiskyCo

We have a stunning array of the fi nest whiskies from around the world, 
accompanied by a delectable selection of gins and other sensational spirits to pique your interest.

“The pr� �  drinking of Scotch whisky is m� e than indulgence: it is a toast 
to civilizati� , a � ibute to the c� tinuity of cult� e, a manifesto of man’s 

det� minati�  to use the res� rces of nat� e to re� esh mind and body and 
enj�  to the full the senses with which he has been end� ed.” 

David Daiches  HISTORIAN & LITERARY CRITIC

JOIN OUR  JOURNEY…MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE NOW
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Goodbye Oxshott Village Day 
by Carmen Robinson 

Founder – Oxshott Village Day 
Carmen@CarmenRobinson.com 

All good things must come to an end, and after 11 years it is now time to say 
goodbye to Oxshott Village Day.

The Village Day started in 2008.  Two years previously, I had resigned from 
being Chairman of Oxshott Christmas Fair, after running it for 4 years, and 
decided to start a new annual event that residents could enjoy and that local 
clubs, societies and businesses could benefit from.  The first Village Day 
was planned during 2007 and held in 2008 at Oxshott Village Sports Club.  I 
received seed funding from FEDORA, without which I could not have started, 
and several local businesses supported me with generous sponsorship.   The 
2008 Village Day was organised by myself and Bob Gasston, then manager 
of OVSC, with a lot of support from Leon Reed, Nicky Orlebar and Julia 
McCance. 

Over the years the team expanded.  Margaret Pick helped for several years; 
Malcolm & Mary Bond took over the management of the finances from Leon, 
and subsequently were replaced by Peter & Jean Wall; Graham Tillotson and 
Felicity Bond provided a tremendous contribution with PR and advertising; 
Vernon Bond managed the security; and Leslie Foster did a sterling job on 
the raffle, while Peter Foster managed HSE.  Christina van Roest organised 
the entrance team for many years and we are very grateful to all the ladies 
who worked with her at the entrance.   

In the beginning, we had several years of mediocre weather and resulting 
weak finances, and in 2012 the very wet grounds at OVSC meant that we 
had to cancel the event at short notice and re-schedule for August, which 
was a lot of extra work and expense.  The weather has always been a risk, 
and even this year at the beginning of May, a few days before the scheduled 
date for the Village Day, we met at OVSC to consider cancelling the event 
because of the heavy spring rains and the soft sports grounds.  Fortunately, 
it was decided to go ahead, and the weather was glorious.     

After the poor weather of the first few years, we had the good fortune of 
several years with excellent sunny weather; the people came and the event 
grew.  With our small team of volunteers and organisers, and the help of 
the sunny weather, we were eventually hosting an estimated 5,500 visitors.   
The team did a fantastic job in making OVD a great day for all the family.  
For us, the real reward was in seeing families picnicking on the grass in 
the sunshine, watching the entertainments or listening to the jazz band, and 
everyone having a good time. 

Oxshott Village Day is expensive to run, with costs of insurance, toilets, 
entertainments, first aid, security, etc..  Fortunately, many of these expenses 
were sponsored by local businesses and schools, some of which supported 
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us every year from the beginning.  We are incredibly grateful to them for their 
support.  Nevertheless, cancellation costs in the event of a wash-out could 
be as high as £6,500.  Although I was only an individual volunteer, I had the 
personal risk of having to pay the bills myself if the revenues were insufficient.  
Fortunately, that situation never arose, partly because over the years we 
builtup a reserve fund sufficient to cover the expense of two consecutive years 
of weather cancellations.   The rainy day in 2012 cost us dearly because we 
had to postpone OVD and pay for our commitments, and then pay again when 
the event was finally held in the August.  This made a big dent in OVD pockets.   

Each year excess funds were donated to local charities, as can be seen on 
our website (www.oxshottvillageday.com). OVD also purchases the Christmas 
Tree for Oxshott High Street, which is decorated by the local businesses, and 
we will do so again this year.  Now that we are dissolving OVD we are selling 
all the equipment and the money will be added to the reserve fund and will 
be donated to Cobham Food Bank and the Leatherhead Youth Project.  We 
estimate that by the time we finish we will have donated over £36,000 to local 
charities over the years. 

It has been a great pleasure to be the founder of Oxshott Village Day and 
bring so much enjoyment to residents of Oxshott, but sadly after 11 years of 
hard work it is time to say goodbye.   We are very grateful to Oxshott Village 
Sports Club for letting us have the use of their grounds and Club House each 
year and we hope that they, or someone else, will continue with this wonderful 
event which is now so well recognised as a part of Oxshott’s annual calendar.   

 

Oxshott Village Centre 
Holtwood Road 
Oxshott Surrey 

KT22 0QJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 www.oxshottvillagecentre.co.uk 
Email : ovcbookings@aol.com          Telephone : 01372 841892 

Large and small hall available for hire by individuals  
and organisations 

Fantastic venue for family functions, birthdays, weddings, 
parties and events 

Large car park, disabled access, loop hearing system  
and spacious kitchen 
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Chessington World of Adventures - Something for Free!
by Keith Chapman

So is there a catch ? The answer is not if you are a resident of Oxshott. Go on 
line and under ‘Local Residents’ on the World of Adventures website see how it is 
possible to claim 4 Free tickets to access the Park. This year 2018 the tickets are 
valid from 17 March to 30 November.

Enjoy!

There is an Alternative to Plastic! ‘Fetchem From the Cupboard’
by Keith Chapman

So many of us, courtesy of Blue Planet and David Attenborough, have 
become aware of the impact of plastic on the environment and our oceans. 
What you may not know is that locally someone has taken real action to get 
us to think differently about how we can avoid plastic .

Tracey Harwood has teamed up with Greenwise in Fetcham and introduced 
‘Fetchem From the Cupboard’ to bring package free shopping to the local 
community and surrounding areas. You can buy grains, pasta, cereals, beans, 
pulses, nuts, dried fruit, seeds, toothpaste, body care, cleaning products and 
more at Greenwise .Where possible products are sourced from local areas to 
further reduce the carbon footprint and to support the UK economy .

So rather than wait for the next Government initiative to tackle plastic over 
the next 25 years why don’t we start today by supporting this great initiative. 
The upside as well is that parking is free at Greenwise and with this Summer 
so hot you can buy ice cream made locally from the same store. Also in my 
experience prices are lower than Waitrose. Now there’s an incentive!

So check out Tracey’s Facebook page FetchemFromTheCupboard and start 
making a difference.

How to Get up to £5000 for your Community Project 
by Keith Chapman

So you are looking for funding to help the local voluntary and community 
organisations deliver activities that benefit local people in Oxshott? One way 
to obtain funds is by contacting your local Surrey County Councillor. Mike 
Bennison was elected in 2017 to represent Oxshott, Claygate and Hinchley 
Wood as a Surrey County Councillor. He has available £5000 each year to 
fund projects for the Community. 

The Fund is a rolling fund - you can apply for money at any time from 1 
February 2018 to 31 January 2019 - so the earlier you apply the better 
because once its allocated its spent.

For more details go to the Surrey County Council website and search 
‘Members Allocations’. 
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Units 1 & 2 Brook Way, 
Kingston Road, Leatherhead,  
Surrey KT22 7NA

Open: Monday to Friday 8am - 6pm, Saturday 8am - 1pm

01372 363787
Email: lisa@lwac.co.uk or visit us at 
www.leatherheadmotorcompany.com

Formerly Leatherhead Welding & Auto Centre  
• Independently Run • Est 1990 •

Leatherhead 
Motor Company

B&Q
Tesco

› › ›  

10%off

MOT’s

Tesco  
and B&Q are 
close by, so 

you can shop 
while you 

wait!

Leatherhead Motor Company is located in Brook Way directly 

off the Kingston Road. The Kingston Road is easily accessed 

from the M25 at Junction 9.

› ›     Loan cars and vans avaiLabLe  
subject to status

› ›   servicing and repairs

› ›   brakes and exhausts

› ›     all makes of cars and vans

› ›     MoT TesTing including vans  
up to 3.5 tonnes & motorcycles

› ›   Welding

› ›   diagnostics

› ›   batteries

› ›     aLL Makes of Tyres –   
fitting, puncture repairs – including 
motorcycles

› ›    nitrogen filled tyres 

› ›     Wheel balancing, alignment  
and replacement

› ›   on-Line Tyre prices beaTen

Leatherhead 
Motor Company

Credit

CrunChing

tyre priCes

Leatherhead Motors A5 advert.ind1   1 29/5/09   11:16:33
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Residents’ Concert News
by Suzanne Connor

The Oxshott and Cobham Music Society holds a winter series of six high 
quality professional concerts between September and March, each year. 
These are on Saturday evenings, at 8pm, (except in January when there is 
an early evening concert at 5.30pm), and are given at Holy Trinity Church, 
Church Road, Claygate, KT10 OJP.

This year the 2018 / 2019 season, includes a cast of international musicians 
of great stature and repute, commencing on October 6, with the first of 
two Celebrity Concerts celebrating the music of Beethoven, Liszt and 
Schumann. The musicians are the Award-winning Heath Quartet, who 
present Beethoven’s astonishing opus 132 Quartet, and are joined by 
Ukrainian born Alexei Grynyuk, for a performance of perhaps the greatest 
Piano Quintet in the repertoire, that of Robert Schumann and his opus 44 in 
E flat. Full of joy, beauty and melody, this is something one must hear when 
the opportunity occurs. 

Alexei grynyuk will also provide a contrast to the music of the classical 
period by performing Liszt’s piano transcription, Litanei by Schubert, and 
Liszt’s amazing “Carnival in Pest.” 

On November 10, the Viennese Merlin Ensemble, - all members of the 
European Chamber Orchestra - arrive to give us an unusual concert, the 
main feature being music for a Horn Trio. Full details are on The website 
ocms-music.org.uk, but suffice it to say that we have an opportunity to hear 
some rarely performed music.

There are two concerts on November 24:- The first is a Family concert at 
3pm. featuring The Magnard Wind Ensemble and friends, performing Roald 
Dahl’s “Revolting Rhymes and Magical Music!”  This is especially suitable 
for Primary School Children, but covers the age range 4 years upwards, 
including all “young at heart”, who love fun and quirky poetry.

The evening concert on November 24 , at 8pm. is a concert of brilliant works 
for wind quintet. The Magnard Wind Quintet are supported by the Tillett 
Trust founded with a bequest from Emmie Tillett. - known as the “Duchess of 
Wigmore Street,” was head of the largest Musical Artist Agency in London. 
Her bequest supports young musicians at the beginning of their career. 
Performed by an exceptional band of musicians, this concert covers easy 
listening works by Danzi, Debussy and Bach, to “Summer Music” by Samuel 
Barber and Neilsen’s Quintet. An enjoyable evening.

January 12, 2019, brings our early Evening concert at 5.30pm. This features 
“Spiritato” a Baroque ensemble performing a programme of music by Purcell, 
G. Rebel, Fantini, Legrenzi and Albrici. It highlights musical performance on 
strings, Harpsichord and  trumpet, making this an intriguing programme.

The annual Piano recital will be given on 23 February, 2019, when Tyler Hay, 
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graduate of the Royal Northern College and winner of the Royal Overseas 
League and the British Liszt competitions will perform an inviting programme 
of Schubert, Mozart and Debussy.

The concert Season, concludes on 23 March, with another Celebrity Concert 
given by the superb Dover Quartet, making a welcome return visit from the 
United States.  Based in Philadelphia, they’ve been lauded for their deep 
musical insights – and for “an astonishing maturity that belies their years. 
They’re charismatic and compelling – no wonder they’re considered one of 
the finest quartets of the moment.”

Since hearing them two years ago, they have gone on to play 120 concerts 
per year and have just made their International Festival debut in Edinburgh 
- Aug 6 Their programme offers Haydn, Op.20/4; Mendelssohn (Four pieces 
for String Quartet),Op.81;  and Dvorak String Quartet in A flat, Op.105. 

This is not to be missed!

Celebrity concerts: £22. All other concerts £20 each.               
Season subscription: £80. (£75 if paid by the 1st September).

- A BARGAIN. Tickets at only £12.50 each!
Students 8-25, FREE on presentation of Student Card.
Further details of concerts, joining the Society, history etc., on:

ocms-music.org.uk
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Delphine’s Coffee, Cake & Raffle Charity Morning for 
the Princes Alice Hospice

by Delphine Wellington

Our gathering was held again this year at the regular 
venue of The Club in Oakshade Road, in June. It was 
a beautiful sunny morning where visitors were able to 
enjoy sitting inside or out to enjoy a tea or coffee and 
slice of cake. There was a huge selection of delicious 
items, all donated and homemade.  

It was a great opportunity for friends to meet up, chat 
and raise funds for the Princess Alice Hospice in Esher. 

There was an interesting Bric-a-brac stall and a Grand Raffle with many great 
prizes, all donated by our local businesses, who never fail to support us, so 
please support them.

Our sincere thanks go to (in Oxshott) Clay, Lloyds Chemist (Ox), Babayan 
Pearce, Surrey Hills Butcher, (in Stoke) The Old Plough, Yehudi Menuhin 
School, Good Elf, Squires Garden Centre, Baloolah Hair, (in Cobham) Wine 
Reserve (Cob), Majestic Wines (Cob), Waitrose (Cob) and Bocketts Farm at 
Fetcham. Also thanks to all the individuals for their donations, cakes, items and 
money, our willing helpers and not forgetting our supporters.

With the generosity of all those who came by, an amazing £2100 was raised, 
which brings the total over the last four coffee mornings to £5,300, making it so 
worthwhile. Many thanks.

01372 276 219  • info@bumblesonline.co.uk  • www.bumblesonline.co.uk  • 90 The Street, Ashtead KT21 1AW

bumblesashteadbumblesashtead

For a special occasion or 
a special person, come in 
and browse our bespoke, 
hand picked collection 
of beautiful gifts. BUMBLES

You’re my
cup of tea!



Why use
?

We are a true family business, employing local people, most with 10 
or more years of service. A 5 Star customer service and a 25 year trading 
history in Surrey makes us a business built on reputation.

C A R P E T S  -  H A R D  F L O O R I N G  -  V I N Y L S  -  K A R N D E A N  -  A M T I C O  -  C U R T A I N S  &  B L I N D S  -  R U G S   

40 The Street, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2AH       www.milners.com  Tel: 01372 271 871

Lifetime Fitting Guarantee 
Enabled by our friendly fi tters with 
a minimum 10 years experience.

Interior Design Service 
Our team of stylists ensure we’re on 
trend with up to date products, catering 
for a broad spectrum of tastes.

Price Promise 
Find the same like for like estimate 
cheaper and we guarantee to beat it.

Surrey’s Only AmticoOne Showroom
Superb 6000sq ft showroom offering a 
vast selection of all types of fl ooring, rugs 
and soft furnishing. 

We’ve Got It Covered
White gloves in house service 
offering uplifting, disposal of old fl ooring, 
furniture moving, door cutting and 
fl oorboard repairs. 

Free Parking, Free Sample Lending, 
Free Estimating & Advice.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
AT YOUR SERVICE FOR OVER 20 YEARS

milnersinashtead

MilnersAshtead
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ESHER

At Sunrise, it is our priority to ensure that 
residents have a diverse and colourful calendar 
of events to choose from.

We also organise exercise programmes that 
residents can partake in, promoting a fit, 
healthy lifestyle. 

Our dedicated Activities Coordinators put a 
particular emphasis on empowering residents 
to use their own skills and resources. We want 
residents to continually grow as people, and 
enhance their mind, body and spirit. 

The purpose of organising events at Sunrise 
is to ensure that residents have the best 
experiences every day of the week. 

Empowering Residents to 
Seize Every Day of Later Life

Pop by or call 
01372 898048 
to book a tour

Sunrise of Esher 
42 Copsem Lane, 

Esher, Surrey 
KT10 9HJ

SunriseEsher.co.uk

ADV_ESH_0718_FedoraMagazine_01.indd   1 16/07/2018   11:43
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Opportunities Are Endless At Sunrise of Esher
by Sally Hersant

 
Sunrise of Esher, on Copsem Lane, prides itself on the high-quality, person 
centred care that it delivers to residents, each and every day.
 
Rooted in the local community, Sunrise of Esher has been providing dementia 
care and assisted living provision for over 12 years.
 
Central to delivering first-class care is Sunrise of Esher’s commitment to 
enhancing the quality of life for each and every resident. As part of this, the 
community champions an active and thriving lifestyle every day, with activities 
and events to encourage residents to continue doing the things they love 
most, whilst exploring new opportunities which also find a place in their heart.
 
Amongst the many activities and events that take place at the community, 
Sunrise of Esher has its very own art therapy group – Art and About. The 
creative session is held from 10-11am on the first Friday of every month, 
and is open to everyone in the local community who would like to join. The 
session gives residents and guests the opportunity to stretch and grow their 
talents, continue beloved hobbies, and find new skills – as well as being a 
social occasion to look forward to.
 
It’s not only activities that Sunrise of Esher create and tailor for the residents, 
but it’s the companionship created too. Over the years, pets of all shapes, 
colours and sizes have passed through the doors of Sunrise of Esher. Furry 
companions hugely enhance and enrich the lives of residents, bringing 
friendship, an additional sense of purpose, and a duty of care.
 
Through Sunrise of Esher’s mission to create environments that enable 
residents to live happy, active and fulfilled lives, the community has its very 
own pet – Lola – who is a constant companion for the residents, and is 
showered with love and affection daily.
 
Lola has become an integral part of life at Sunrise of Esher and epitomizes 
what makes the community so very special – always putting the residents 
first.
 
Sunrise of Esher is a place where individual needs are taken care of in a safe 
and comforting environment that feels just like home. Whether it be dementia 
care or assisted living, the dedicated and compassionate team members look 
after residents every need. The vibrant assisted living community offers a 
diverse array of activities which ensure residents continue to live engaged, 
fulfilled and comfortable lives.
 
To join the monthly Art and About club, or to find out more about Sunrise of 
Esher and to pop in for a visit, please call the team on 01372 898048.



Page 40



Page 41

Looking 
IT Support

01372 46 4321
hello@tiptop.co.uk
www.tiptop.co.uk

Local IT professionals providing support in Guildford, Oxshott, 
Esher, Kingston, Surbiton, Leatherhead, Dorking and 
surrounding areas.

Pay-as-you-go, or support contracts from £100 per month.

Home & Business networks, PC & Mac 
computers, mobiles, tablets, servers, WiFi, 
clouds, Office 365, email, domains, 
websites, on-site and remote support.

for a good

company?

We do it all.
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Laser Vision Correction for All Ages!
Why choose Centre for Sight?

Medical Expertise
Highly regarded leaders and 
innovators, we are the UK’s 
longest provider of LASIK 

laser eye surgery.
Using state of the art 

technology, you have the 
reassurance of knowing 

your vision is in the hands of 
our highly skilled, specialist 

surgeons.

Bespoke Care
As a Centre for Sight 

patient you will receive 
consultant-led care from 

initial consultation through 
to surgery and aftercare. 
Every patient receives a 

tailormade treatment for 
each eye. Plus, our Medical 
team are on call 24 hours, 7 

days a week.

Guess where Doctors, 
Eye Surgeons as well 
as International Prime 

Ministers & Presidents go 
for their own care?

International Reputation

Lens Replacement  |  Cataract  |  Laser Eye Surgery

enquiries@centreforsight.com
www.centreforsight.com

01342 306020LONDON
OXSHOTT
EAST GRINSTEAD

“Lens Implants has given me 
freedom. Appreciate Dr. Espinosa’s 
direct and honest approach. Top 

notch facilities and staff!”
- D. Hickey, Oxshott Resident
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Centre for Sight – An Award Winning Organisation
by Kinjal Basu

A well-kept secret with over 20 years of eye excellence, focused on patient 
experience, outstanding outcomes and close industry collaboration, Centre 
for Sight truly is a World Class surgical eye care provider and recognised 
by the ophthalmic industry as a centre of excellence and point of reference 
and continues its pioneering work in Laser eye surgery, Cataract surgery and 
Laser lens replacement.

Centre for Sight was originally established within the NHS at the Queen 
Victoria Hospital in East Grinstead, a hospital famous for pioneering plastic 
surgery and treating the famous “Guinea Pigs” – injured airmen from the 
second world war. The Corneoplastic Unit and Eye Bank was the eye 
department founded during WW2 by Sir Benjamin Rycroft and it is alongside 
this department that Centre for Sight was established in 1996 by the Director 
of the unit and Oxshott resident, Mr Sheraz Daya MD FACP FACS FRCOphth 
FRCS(Ed). 

Pioneering Laser Eye Surgery
Laser eye surgery was in its infancy and Mr Sheraz Daya who performed 
UK’s first LASIK procedure in 1995 felt that although having a location on 
Harley Street, to legitimise the area of vision correction and also provide 
a service to NHS patients who for medical need required access to the 
sophisticated lasers, locating within the health service was a good strategy. 
With his wife Marcela Espinosa MD, also an eye surgeon, the mission was 
to provide patients with complete care under one roof along with consistently 
good outcomes and a wonderful patient experience. Between the branches 
in London and East Grinstead, Centre for Sight experienced considerable 
growth in the first 10 years and earned an excellent reputation, nationally 
and internationally, for pioneering work in Laser eye surgery, developing and 
teaching new techniques, as well as introducing to the UK new technology 
such as the femtosecond laser, now recognised as the gold standard for Lasik 
laser eye surgery and also used for cataract and lens replacement surgery. 

Bursting at the seams at the Queen Victoria Hospital, the husband and wife 
team decided to move and build a bespoke hospital on the outskirts of East 
Grinstead on old farmland next to the Bluebell railway. Featured in Domus 
magazine (every architect’s dream) and winning an architectural design 
award the hospital which opened in 2009 is probably UK’s only purpose-built 
eye private hospital and is the Centre for Sight flagship.   
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Sheraz and Marcela as Oxshott residents felt that they really should contribute 
to the local community and provide similar high end services locally and in 
2007 decided that they would acquire any commercial property that became 
available on Oxshott High St. Before long the old Lloyd’s pharmacy was up 
for sale. Between the recession, struggles with planning and builders, the 
Centre opened in January 2011, considerably later than planned. 

Technology & Patient Experience
What makes the Centre different? “In the 21st Century, there is no need to 
treat eye patients in a cold sterile hospital environment” explains Mr Daya, 
“At Centre for Sight we decided to change that traditional point of view 
completely”. Although the building in East Grinstead looks like a modern 
barn (a requirement by the planners), it is actually a high-tech eye surgery 
centre and is amongst the most modern and advanced in the UK. This is not 
immediately apparent to patients as they enter, but they quickly transition 
from the traditional English countryside and comfortable reception area to 
sophisticated diagnostic and consultation rooms and, when required, the 
“Star Trek” like operating theatres.

Cataract, High performance lens implants, Corneal 
transplants & Stem cells
Although Centre for Sight developed its early reputation and growth in 
the speciality of laser vision correction, it has continued to be involved in 
technology, and has contributed to the development of lasers for cataract 
surgery as well as high performance lenses used to eliminate the need for 
glasses for reading, intermediate and distance. Also, with special expertise 
in corneal and stem cell transplants, the centre has performed pioneering 
work in this area and not so long ago was featured in the documentary “The 
Science of Seeing” with Katie Piper who underwent stem cell transplants at 
the Centre. As recently reported in the news, an exciting future development 
by Centre for Sight surgeons is synthetic or artificial cornea.

ISO 9001, 14001 & 27001 and the Care Quality Commission
Remaining true to its mission, the Centre again is very unique in seeking 
external accreditation and is the only healthcare facility in the UK that is ISO 
9001, 14001 and 27001 accredited. These voluntary standards reflect the 
Centre’s desire to be a high performance organization providing high quality 
care to patients (ISO 9001) and simultaneously respecting the environment 
(ISO 14001) as well as maintaining and improving an information management 
security system (ISO27001) and no surprise the regulator of health facilities, 
the Care Quality Commission rated the centre as Outstanding in terms of 
being well-led. The Centre prides itself in being very process orientated 
and in addition to ensuring it acquires the best available technology, care 
is individually tailored for each eye and each patient in a safe and highly 
organized manner. This attracts eye surgeons from all over the world who 
come to observe the “Centre for Sight Way”!  

Investors in People
Centre for Sight was awarded Silver status Investors in People (IIP) 
accreditation. This award is an internationally recognised standard for 
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people management and Silver status is only awarded to 3% of accredited 
organizations.

More Awards and Recognition
What many may not be aware of is Centre for Sight’s founder and medical 
director, Mr Sheraz Daya, is himself a recipient of a number of awards. This 
year he was included in the “Power List 100” of the top 100 influencers in the 
area of ophthalmology world-wide and also “The 100 Parliamentary Review 
Power List” honouring the most influential and powerful individuals and 
nominated for Healthcare Excellence. 

In June 2018 Mr. Daya was included amongst UK’s top Cataract Surgeons 
in the Daily Mail’s “Good Surgeons Guide” where surgeons were asked to 
whom they would go to for their own surgery.  Indeed Mr. Daya regularly looks 
after doctors, eye surgeons and their families. His patients include Presidents 
and Prime Ministers, some who have had surgery performed at the Centre 
in Oxshott!  

In February this year Mr Daya was the 10th recipient of the Fyodorov Medal  
in Greece. This award is given every two years is in honour of Prof S.N. 
Fyodorov the famous Russian ophthalmologist who pioneered a number of 
techniques including the treatment of short-sight.  
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As a pioneer of new techniques in the area of corneal and stem cell 
transplantation Mr. Daya was in 2018 given the honour of delivering the 
Whitney Sampson Lecture at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy 
of Ophthalmology, the world’s largest eye conference. Additionally some may 
have seen the documentary “The Science of Seeing Again” where Mr. Daya 
at Centre for Sight used stem cells to restore the sight of Katie Piper, the 
celebrity whose vision was damaged in an acid attack. 

Centre for Sight is truly a world class award winning centre for eye care and 
continues grow with the introduction in Oxshott of highly sophisticated retinal 
procedures, led by Professor Tom Williamson, an internationally renowned 
surgeon based at St Thomas Hospital who lives locally. There is no longer a 
need to travel too far away for retinal procedures including detached retinas, 
nor other eye conditions with Harley Street care available right here in Oxshott! 
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2019 Membership Application / Renewal
Please send this form with your remittance (cheques payable to “FEDORA”) to:

Carmen Robinson, Fairoaks, Hardwick Close, Knott Park, Oxshott, Surrey, 
KT22 0HZ

New Member* / Membership Renewal*  (delete one)

Subscription  £ 5.00

Donation   £_______

Total Enclosed  £_______

Name:_____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Postcode:_____________________  Phone: _______________________

Email______________________________________________________

MEMbERSHIP SECRETARy
Renewal of your annual FEDORA membership is due for the 12 months from 
1st January, 2019.  It would be a great help, and would also save considerable 
postage, if you could kindly use the form below and send your renewal 
to me as soon as possible.  Your membership contribution is important - 
FEDORA has no other source of funding. 

Alternatively you can pay by internet banking Account Name: FEDORA, Sort 
Code: 20-90-56, Account Number: 80164445, but please use your surname and 
postcode as reference (so that we know who the payment is from) and send a 
confirming email (to advise payment) to membership@fedora.org.uk with the 
information from the form below.

Even if your Residents’ Association is already a member of FEDORA, why do you 
not consider joining so that you personally can be an active participant in FEDORA?

Please don’t forget to mention FEDORA to our advertisers when you make an 
enquiry or use their services. Their support is essential for the magazine to continue.

Thank you very much for your support. 
  
Carmen Robinson
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