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Application for Membership of  
FEDORA – The Voice for Oxshott CIC 

 

First Name:  ___________________     Last Name:  ___________________________ 

Address (House & Street):  _______________________________________________ 

Postcode: ____________________________   Date:  __________________________ 

E-mail Address:  ______________________________________________________  

(by providing my e-mail address I agree that FEDORA may communicate with me by email) 

I, the undersigned, hereby apply for membership of FEDORA – The Voice for Oxshott 
CIC (the “Company”, registration number 13057190) and agree to be bound by the 
provisions of the Company’s Articles of Association.   

I agree to pay a Membership Fee of £10.00 for the 2021 calendar year which:   

(1) has been set-up to be paid by annual standing order (sort-code 20-90-56, 
account 80164445); or 

(2) has been paid by internet banking (bank details as above); or  
(3) is enclosed herewith.   

(Delete as appropriate) 

I understand that a Membership Fee is payable every calendar year, otherwise my 
Membership will lapse.  

I agree to contribute £1.00 to the Company’s assets in the unlikely event that the 
Company should be wound up while I am a Member or within one year after I cease to 
be a Member, for payment of the Company’s debts and liabilities. 

If this application is successful, I hereby authorise you to place my name on the Register 
of Members of the Company. 

Signed:       ________________________________________________________ 

 

Name:         ________________________________________________________ 
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Disclaimer: FEDORA, its officers and committee members make every effort to publish this magazine on 
time, to give correct information and advice in good faith, and to accommodate advertisers by including 
desired copy with accurate content. No responsibility or liability, however, can be taken for any inadvertent 
errors or omissions.

Making Progress
by Carmen Robinson, FEDORA Co-Chair

There have been a lot of changes in FEDORA since our last magazine, published 
last autumn.  FEDORA was incorporated as a limited-liability non-profit company in 
December 2020, and as a result our membership process has changed.  We are now 
required by law to maintain a Register of Members and all those wishing to become 
a member need to sign a form asking to be entered into the Register.  There is an 
article in this magazine explaining more about the incorporation and the benefits of 
being a Member of FEDORA.  

The founding Directors of FEDORA are the five team members who were running it 
previously, each with their own responsibilities.  To give you an example: the Directors 
are working on the Local Plan, Roads, Green Oxshott, Village Improvements and 
Flooding.  If you have any questions arising from any of these issues you can find the 
corresponding email address on our website at www.fedora.org.uk.  While there, 
you will notice that our website has been renewed, as part of our communication 
strategy, and not only has a new, fresh appearance but is a lot easier to keep updated.  
If you have suggestions about improvements and additions to the website, please 
let us know (website@fedora.org.uk). 

We have been busy clearing and planting on the triangle at the top of the Station 
Approach during the autumn.  There is more information in this magazine.  In the 
process of clearing the land before planting, we re-discovered a pavement all the 
way around the triangle, 
as shown in the 
photo.  This had been 
completely covered by 
earth and ivy to the 
extent that most people 
did not know that it 
existed. 

Another area where 
we planted bulbs was 
by the Oxshott sign on 
Steels Lane/Holtwood 
Road where we 
supplemented the work 
of Bevendean residents. 

All these bulbs should 
look wonderful this 
spring and I hope you 
will appreciate them 
too.

The pedestrian pavement around the triangle at the top of 
Station Approach, which had been totally covered with earth 
and ivy and was discovered late autumn while planting bulbs, 

and finally cleared early spring.
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Not all the work is being done by the Directors of FEDORA.  We also have some 
enthusiastic volunteers (and would welcome more!) who are prepared to put in 
the effort to help improve the Village, as shown by articles in this magazine.  The 
footpath on Steels Lane connecting the Village Centre with the High Street is one 
example; it is in desperate need of attention and it is used by many residents of 
Oxshott. Lindy Wheeler is working hard on this.  In order to achieve results both 
Oxshott Trust Fund and Bevendean Pre-Prep School have agreed to provide some 
financial support, if needed.

Among other future projects that we want to achieve, we are working on revamping 
Oxshott High Street to include building new pavements, replacing kerbs, replacing 
street furniture and adding plants throughout.  In order to achieve what we want we 
need to obtain permission from The Victoria public house owners and from Surrey 
Hills butchers to build a pavement on that side of the road for residents’ safety.  

The High Street will be a costly refurbishment and we are looking at funds available 
in Elmbridge BC in order to apply for them.  It may take a couple of years to get 
anything done but we want to start the ball rolling now.  If you have any ideas for 
refurbishing the High Street that you would like to share with us, please get in touch 
with carmen@fedora.org.uk and/or maintenance@fedora.org.uk. 

David Cooke Associates
Computer Consultancy 

Database and Website 
Development – VB, HTML, ASP, 

SQL, Access, Excel 

Photography – Conversion of 
movies and stills to digital format 

on DVD/CD 

PCs and Networks – Installation, 
Setup and Troubleshooting 

Email: davidadcooke@btinternet.com

Tel/Fax: 01372 842873 

N.J. Ricks
Interior and Exterior 

Painting & Decorating
Working Locally since 1986

References Available

01372 843220
07889 844459

    ricks539@outlook.com
15, Littleheath Lane, Cobham, KT11 2QG
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FEDORA Overview
by Anthony Wolfe, FEDORA co-Chair

We trust that by the time you receive this edition of the magazine the vast majority 
of you over 65 will have had your initial COVID jab and the rest of you will have 
received notification about when you may expect it.  In the context of the COVID 
restrictions, we are keen that we hold our Annual General Meeting in person at the 
Village Hall as soon as we can, which now appears to be not before 21st June and is 
subject to progress on the Government’s “4 tests”.  Rest assured we shall keep you 
posted once we are able to confirm dates, but this will necessarily be dependent on 
future announcements from the Government.

In the meantime, we shall continue to apply ourselves to the two major issues that 
have an impact on the whole community of Oxshott:  Elmbridge’s Local Plan and 
the A244.  Both Mike Wheeler and Ian Dilks cover the state of play of these two 
major initiatives in their own separate articles in this magazine. What they will not 
mention is the considerable work they have been and will continue to be involved in 
on your behalf.  We thank them for their application and wise counsel.

The reality is that in seeking to have Oxshott’s concerns heard after a long period 
when it was ignored or not voiced, relationships needed to be built with both 
Elmbridge Borough Council (“Elmbridge”) and Surrey County Council (“Surrey”), 
priorities agreed and feasibility studies completed, all within resource and budgetary 
constraints.  Inevitably any significant results are only likely to become evident after 
2 or 3 years.

But a start has been made.  It is possible to point to the more positive relations 
that have been developed with our local councillors and the officers of Elmbridge 
and Surrey.  We have navigated our way through the maze of local council officers 
at both Elmbridge and Surrey and are now engaging with senior officers as well as 
those who have direct responsibility for delivery in our community.  Our voice is 
being heard and constructive conversations are now taking place in connection with 
specific initiatives with regard to planning, roads and flooding.

More immediately, you will be able to enjoy plenty of spring flowers as clear evidence 
of the planting that has taken place around the village by Carmen & Alec Robinson 
using funds from Oxshott Village Day.  Also, it is hoped that all Lindy Wheeler’s hard 
work in addressing the poor state of various paths around the village will start to 
bear fruit - Steels Lane may well be an early example.  Similarly, Elmbridge and 
Surrey officers are now responding to a range of issues with blocked drains and 
gullies across the village - for which we thank them.

Two relatively new initiatives that we hope to continue to support in the coming 
weeks are:

1. Creating a vision for the centre of the village which will then be made 
available for consultation with and agreement from the village community.

2. Addressing four key issues along Sandy Lane. This is being done in 
conjunction with Cobham and Downside Residents Association. Hugh 
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Tompkins, a resident of Sandy Lane, has offered to lead the charge on this 
initiative.

Since FEDORA was incorporated as a limited-liability company in December 2020, 
thanks to the efforts of Alec Robinson, our membership has more than doubled, but 
is still only about 200.  Our ability to mobilise the local community was shown when 
in a matter of just four weeks more than 900 residents responded to our petition to 
the Surrey CC Local Committee and registered their concerns about the A244.  The 
number of persons receiving our emails has grown steadily to about 600 people, and 
our emails seem to have been appreciated if the responses we have received are a 
true reflection.  

However, there is no doubt that our voice will be heard so much more clearly if we 
can really demonstrate we have the support of the community. The more Members 
we have the more we can claim to be the voice for Oxshott, and the more effective 
we can be.  So, if you have not yet become a Member of FEDORA, you can do so on 
our new website by going to the Membership page, or by completing and returning 
the form in this magazine. 

Phone 07882 197 010
www.dbskitchensandbathrooms.co.ukdanny.buildingservice@yahoo.com

We offer full design, supply and
installation service.  Free

Estimates and Free Quotes.

I pride myself on a great level of
service and high standard of

workmanship.

@Dannybuildingservice          dbs_2007

Find us on Facebook & Instagram
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Planning Matters
by Mike Wheeler

Local plan

The Elmbridge Local Plan continues to be beset by delay.  This was meant to have 
been submitted in draft to the Council in July 2020 but difficulties in obtaining 
resource caused the timetable to be changed to March 2021.  Now this deadline will 
not be met.    While resourcing issues are undoubted, there is inevitable suspicion 
that there is more to this than meets the eye and that there are fundamental 
problems in agreeing the basis on which to prepare a plan.  The probability is that 
there will be no progress until after the local elections on 6th May 2021.

At the heart of the problem faced by the Council is the impossibility of reconciling 
the highly inflexible requirement imposed by central Government of an annual 
housing target of 633 new homes and the categoric rejection by residents of release 
of Green Belt land.  The process by which the plan is being prepared is hugely 
unclear.  It appears that Council officials have been given very substantial leeway to 
prepare the plan with minimal guidance from elected councillors.  Council officials 
have therefore been seemingly reluctant to challenge the housing target.

Across Elmbridge, residents’ groupings have become increasingly concerned about 
the implications of adopting a housing target of 633 as this is very significantly 
higher than the level of new homes that Elmbridge have ever been able to achieve.  
The consequence of a higher housing target would be a major increase in high 
density developments with contrived infill schemes, appropriation of green space, 
high-rise buildings, and destruction of local character.  All this would accelerate the 
change in Elmbridge to being yet another anonymous outer London borough.  With 
the way in which government policies penalise any borough that fails to achieve its 
housing targets, there would be an inevitability that Green Belt could no longer be 
protected.  Inevitably areas around Oxshott would be targeted and within only a 
few years, the population of Oxshott could more than double.

FEDORA has consistently argued that campaigns solely to save the Green Belt 
are well meaning but mis-directed.  The focus of opposition must be the annual 
housing target because, unless that problem is solved, Green Belt will almost 
certainly have to be surrendered within a few years.  Encouragingly, other residents’ 
groupings have reached that same conclusion and an alliance has been constructed 
representing resident groupings right across Elmbridge. That alliance has written 
to all local political parties stating opposition to use of the government housing 
target and challenging them to reject its use.  It will be interesting to see how this is 
reflected in manifestos for the forthcoming local elections. 
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To be able to defend a decision not to use the government target, it will be necessary 
to develop arguments that exceptional circumstances exist.  There is no evidence to 
suggest that council officials have properly explored this option and the alliance of 
residents’ groupings is working on developing a more rational basis for determining 
a local housing target than a conceptually flawed government formula.

Merrileas

This planning application was decided in December 2020 and provides for the 
construction of 67 residential units on a site on Leatherhead Road close to the 
entrance to Princes Coverts.  Although the principle of development was not 
contested by FEDORA, the application was opposed because of road and pedestrian 
safety issues and, in particular, the lack of direct pedestrian access to the centre of 
the village.  As a result, children needing to go to Royal Kent would need to cross six 
times a day a road that is notoriously busy and subject to regular speeding abuse.  
Despite that obvious safety deficiency, the planning application was approved.  

FEDORA wrote to the chief executives of both Elmbridge BC and Surrey CC pointing 
out a failure on the part of both bodies to engage in joined-up thinking and protect 
the interests of local communities.  Unfortunately, Elmbridge replied to deny any 
responsibility, but Surrey admitted that they missed an opportunity to take a more 
strategic approach.

Subsequently, an intervention by the Leader of Surrey CC has restored sense and 
plans are being considered to construct a footpath that will provide for proper level 
of public safety.  Unfortunately, it seems likely that the cost will now have to be met 
in its entirety from the public purse.          

Other Local Matters

Within Oxshott, there have been no recent major planning applications.  For those 
who are interested and who might wish to comment, the following contentious 
applications are either under appeal by the Planning Inspectorate or under 
consideration by Elmbridge:

Willow Cottage, Ridgeway Close 2019/2416 Appeal lodged
1 Holtwood Road   2020/2212 
8 Holtwood Road   2020/1149 Appeal lodged
8 Holtwood Road   2020/2819 
10 Old Farmhouse Drive  2019/1257 Appeal lodged

For any further information, please contact planning@fedora.org.uk
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A244 Update
by  Ian Dilks

Many thanks to all those who supported the FEDORA A244 petition last autumn.   
From responses to our email updates, it is clear that there is significant support for 
what we are seeking to do on behalf of the village. 

To start on an optimistic note, we believe we can achieve significant improvements 
but there are no quick fixes and we won’t be able to achieve all that some residents 
would like.  It might be helpful therefore to give some context to the challenges we 
face and how we are seeking to make progress. 

There is a wider problem on Surrey roads

Some of you remember the pre-M25 days when the 244 was a quiet B-class road. 
Many of us would like to revert to those days but of course it isn’t possible.

It seems that historically Surrey has tended to oppose major settlements or industrial 
development and so has not received nationally funded infrastructure investment.  
Its plans have also been London-centric - the last major road building in Surrey was 
the M25 which was constructed primarily for the benefit of London, not Surrey.  The 
county is heavily linked to London for work opportunities and rail links are good (if 
not always service) so roads have been seen to be less important to development 
than in other counties.  Surrey is unusual in that few of its major towns allowed 
by-passes when these were seen as essential and being built in other parts of the 
country. 

The consequence is that, as Surrey has become a desirable place to live, many of its 
roads have become ever more congested.  Motorways through the county carry 80% 
more traffic than the average for the South East and Surrey’s A-class roads have 66% 
more traffic than the national average.  Against this background it isn’t surprising 
that there is ever more traffic on what is now the A244.  The impact of this general 
trend is exacerbated by its natural choice as a cut through to or from the M25, 
a trend we strongly suspect is influenced by the increased use of SatNav devices 
(particularly those in commercial vehicles) which select fastest routes based on the 
smallest of time benefits. The speed controls and Low Emission Zone on part of the 
A243 through Chessington, a more natural route to/from London for some traffic, 
are a further problem. 

We may never have been consulted or made aware, but the A244 through Oxshott 
has become a strategically important route from the perspective of Surrey Highways; 
as one of their officers said, “We want traffic to go through Oxshott”.  Who knows 
if we could have headed off some of the problems earlier but we now have to start 
from the current position, which includes further threats on the horizon such as 
possible major works at J10 of the M25 and increased pollution controls impacting 
the A243. 

What are we doing? 

The process for getting change is amazingly bureaucratic which takes time, and 
history has shown progress will fail without perseverance by the local community.  
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We cannot simply rely on other bodies to do the right thing for Oxshott.

All highways work that creates change requires a feasibility study (often meaning 
that evidence has to be gathered) usually followed by a public consultation, approval 
by councillors and a successful bid for funding (from Surrey and/or Elmbridge) 
in competition with other parts of the borough.  Other bodies often need to be 
involved, notably Surrey Police who are generally unwilling to support any changes 
which require additional resources from them for enforcement.  Importantly, though, 
we have confirmed directly with them that their role is advisory only.  Decisions on 
the changes we wish to see are the responsibility of Surrey County Council (SCC) 
although Police support would always be preferable.

The petition and its consideration by the Elmbridge Local Committee was a first step 
in this process.  As reported previously, the initial response from Surrey Highways 
was disappointing but the debate at the Local Committee meeting elicited an 
acknowledgment that Oxshott has been let down in recent years and a commitment 
from Tim Oliver, the SCC leader, to support our major requests. 

To ensure that we are working as effectively as possible FEDORA has:

•	 Secured	the	services	of	an	independent	highways	engineer	to	help	formulate	
our proposals and advise on the Surrey Highways responses

•	 Spoken	to	other	residents’	bodies	in	Elmbridge,	notably	Cobham,	to	learn	
from their experience.

•	 Kept	 in	close	touch	with	our	 local	and	other	relevant	councillors.	We	are	
grateful for the support of our local councillors.  At least some of these may 
change after the forthcoming elections so we have already engaged with 
potential successors to ensure continuity of support.

•	 Engaged	 directly	 with	 other	 relevant	 bodies	 such	 as	 Surrey	 Police	 and	
Network Rail.

We are also seeking to build a closer working relationship with Surrey Highways and 
SCC more generally.  We have been warned by others that the Surrey Highways team 
is under-resourced which is one of the reasons that the bureaucratic process moves 
slowly.  We therefore need to do what we can to simplify the process, for example 
when it comes to the required public consultation.  We also need to ensure we are 
engaged with SCC on proposed new developments which could exacerbate existing 
problems, to avoid a repeat of the sorry outcome at Merrileas referred to in the 
Planning Matters article.

What is the current position?

As explained in our recent email to supporters, Tim Oliver has agreed to support key 
proposals from our petition even if they are not supported by a recommendation 
from the Surrey Highways team.  These are:

•	 The	installation	of	average	speed	cameras	for	travel	through	the	village.	This	
would put the speed restrictions on a par with the A243 and potentially 
impact SatNav guidance;

•	 A	night	time	ban	on	HGVs	travelling	through	the	village.	A	24-hour	ban	is	
unrealistic given the priority status of the A244 but the real problem we 
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need to address has been the increase in night time HGV traffic;
•	 A	 20mph	 speed	 limit	 in	 the	 centre	 of	 the	 village	 supported	 by	 road	

modifications to encourage compliance.  This was one proposal in our 
petition which in principle was supported by Surrey Highways. This will be 
a prerequisite to other improvements we would like to see made to the 
centre of the village; 

•	 Enhanced	footpaths	from	the	south	into	the	centre	of	the	village	with	the	
aim of improving convenience and safety for pedestrians. Ultimately this 
will mean creating continuous footpaths on both sides of the road but this 
will probably have to be achieved in stages.

We now meet regularly with SCC representatives to keep up momentum and 
the discussions have extended to issues that were not included in the petition. 
In particular, we are in the initial stages of exploring the possibility of creating a 
footbridge to the side of the railway bridge on the A244.  The current pavement is 
very narrow (less than today’s safety standards for new pavements) and there have 
been accidents.  The bridge is owned by Network Rail and they would be responsible 
for rail service disruption during construction, so a first step is to get their agreement 
which SCC is investigating.  Construction of even a simple footbridge would be 
expensive and could involve the procurement of additional land but we will pursue 
options for both a technical solution and funding. 

We have also questioned whether a road bridge built for the horse and cart in the 
century before last is capable of supporting today’s traffic volumes.  FEDORA has 
raised this directly with both Network Rail as the bridge owner and Surrey Highways, 
who are responsible for road safety.  The simple answer is that our Victorian 
forefathers over-engineered and remarkably the bridge is considered safe for even 
the heaviest of loads allowed today. 

This is an ambitious agenda so it is important we remain focussed. We have not 
been able to pursue every wish of local residents, notably for cycle lanes for which 
there simply isn’t room on a narrow road, although restrictions on vehicle speed 
would make the road inherently safer for all road users.  Surrey Highways are though 
preparing a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan for Elmbridge, to which we 
will seek to have input. 

We hope to make progress in 2021/22 but 2022/23 is more realistic for many of the 
projects and this could slip into 2023/24. To put this in context the speed restrictions 
in Stoke Road, Cobham, were first suggested over 10 years ago and first agreed in 
2014.  We have momentum and support from a number of key people which is why 
we are optimistic although of course success isn’t guaranteed.  We would though 
benefit from more active local support and this may in due course prove essential, 
so if you are willing to assist please get in touch at roads@fedora.org.uk, and be sure 
to become a Member of FEDORA if you are not already one.
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remedial roofing
We specialise in:

ROOF 
REPAIRS

moss removal, 
repointing & lead-work

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01932 932736 | 07852 833802


    info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk         www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

   Live feed video roof inspections

NEW ROOFS FLAT ROOFS uPVC 
WORKS

slate & tiled roof 
replacements

traditional felt & 
GRP Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt & 
guttering systems 

Average score

10/10

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and 
service providers. Recommended by previous customers, 
vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. 

 Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on 
www.checkatrade.com

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

¥ provided or intended for people with roof issues and 
deficiencies.



Page 15

FEDORA Communications
by  Alec Robinson

Effective communication is essential to achieving FEDORA’s objectives.  Our 
audiences include not only residents of Oxshott and neighbouring areas, but 
also those whom we wish to influence such as Surrey CC, Elmbridge BC, etc.  
We use many ways to communicate and this magazine, which FEDORA has 
been producing for over 20 years, is one of them.  The magazine is hand-
delivered to approximately 2750 households in the Oxshott area.  Produced 
only twice a year, the magazine obviously is not as immediate as other forms 
of communication, but it reaches a wide audience and lets them know what 
we are doing.  

For immediate communications we will continue to send emails to those 
people who are on our mailing list.  We do not wish to over-burden 
recipients and we send, on average, just three or four emails each month.  
Data protection regulations mean that we can send emails only to people 
who have given permission, and currently we have about 600 people who 
have done so.   If you are not receiving our emails and would like to, please 
either become a Member (see the membership page on our website), or 
email communications@fedora.org.uk, or sign-up for emails on our website.

FEDORA has been working on a new website which recently went live (www.
fedora.org.uk).  We want to thank Richard Mulhall particularly, who has done 
an outstanding job of building it for us.  The new website will be easy for us 
to add content to, allowing us to keep it up to date and to make changes 
to any of the pages.  In addition to news about the matters that FEDORA 
is focused on, it will act as a repository for semi-permanent information 
about Oxshott such as: ways to report problems like flooding, potholes, etc.; 
information about local clubs and societies; and information about our local 
green spaces e.g. Princes’ Coverts and Oxshott Heath.  

If you would like your club or society to be included on the website please let 
us know. Also if you spot anything on the website that doesn’t work or see 
any misinformation, we would be very grateful for the feedback.

FEDORA has recently started a Twitter account @FEDORA_Oxshott which we 
hope will become an increasingly important mode of communication for us.  

We need volunteers to help with our social media communications.  If you 
are adept at modern social media, creative and a good communicator, we 
would love to talk to you with a view to you joining our team.  Please send 
an email to communications@fedora.org.uk. 
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A co-educational day school for boys 
and girls aged 3 to 13 years 

outstanding ISI inspection in 2020 
55 acre campus - endless opportunities 

For more information or to book a personalised tour of the school, please contact  
Carolyn Ward, Registrar registrar@daneshill.surrey.sch.uk | 01372 849203 

Leatherhead Road, Oxshott, Surrey, KT22 0JG  |  www.daneshillschool.co.uk
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FEDORA Incorporation
by  Alec Robinson

In December 2020, the FEDORA Management Team registered the 
organisation as a non-profit limited-liability company of a type known as a 
“Community-Interest Company”, abbreviated as “CIC”.  The registered name 
is “FEDORA – The Voice for Oxshott CIC”, and details can be found online at 
Companies House under registration number 13057190.  It is a company 
limited by guarantee which means that instead of having shareholders it has 
Members.  The incorporation documents, available from Companies House 
or our website, show that all excess funds have to be used for the benefit of 
the residents of Oxshott, and no dividends are distributed.

The incorporation was done for several reasons.  Firstly, it was felt that 
being a registered company would give added status which, in discussions 
with local authorities and other similar bodies, would give our voice more 
weight.  Secondly, it would give Members more influence over how the 
organisation is run, including the ability to nominate and vote for Directors, 
vote on key issues, and review finances, all in accordance with the Articles 
of Association.  It puts a formal structure around the organisation with legal 
requirements for maintaining financial records, records of memberships, 
records of Directors’ meetings, etc..  

The running of the Company has to be in accordance with our Articles of 
Association which are available from our website or from Companies House 
and is also regulated by the Companies Act 2006 and related legislation. 
The founding Directors of the Company are the five team members who 
were running FEDORA previously.  However, in the Articles of Association 
we inserted a clause that the Directors must resign and be re-elected each 
year at the AGM – the purpose of this is to ensure that the Members have 
a clear opportunity to change any or all of the Directors should they wish to 
do so.  The Members can also nominate additional Directors and the process 
for doing so is spelled-out in our Articles and will be explained in the AGM 
notices.

The regulatory requirements also mean a change in our membership 
process.  Now, becoming a member of FEDORA is no longer like joining a 
social club, but is instead similar to becoming a shareholder of the Company.  
We are required to have each member’s signed agreement to enter them 
into our statutory Register of Members. Therefore, everyone who would 
like to become a Member needs to sign and return a one-off membership 
form.  In addition, there is a very modest annual membership fee of just 
£10.00 for each calendar year.  Only Members can vote at General Meetings, 
become a Director or nominate a Director and otherwise influence the 
Company.  Because the status of the organisation has changed, even people 
who were previously members of FEDORA must nevertheless complete the 
new membership form. The easiest way to become a Member is to go to the 
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Membership page of our website; in addition there is also a membership 
form in this magazine.

Of course, if you prefer not to become a Member but would like to support 
FEDORA with a donation, we would very gratefully accept it.  However, the 
more Members that we have, the more we can demonstrate that we are 
representating the residents of Oxshott and the more our views are taken 
seriously by the authorities that we try to influence.  Since incorporation, we 
have signed-up 200 members, out of a mailing list of 600 who receive our 
emails and, of course, around 5,000 Oxshott residents.

At the moment, the Directors are also the Executive Management of the 
Company, doing most of the work, but we are assisted by an increasing 
number of enthusiastic volunteers.  We would welcome additional volunteers 
to work with us and to provide diversity to the team.  There are a number of 
key skills that we are missing, including expertise with social media.  All ages 
are welcome.  If you are interested in joining our team please send an email 
to chairman@fedora.org.uk. 
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An Update from your Local Councillors
by Elmbridge Councillor David Lewis

Surrey County Council and Surrey Police & Fire Services have been co-chairing the 
Local Resilience Forum which has co-ordinated the response to Covid across Surrey 
including surge testing and community open access testing. By the time this article 
is published, many Oxshott residents will have received their first Covid vaccination.

Surrey Heartlands Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) has launched a dedicated 
Covid vaccination enquiry service. This is not a vaccination booking service but is 
there to help members when answering questions. People should initially refer to 
the FAQs on the Surrey Heartlands website (syheartlandsccg.vaccination@nhs.net) 
but if the answer to their question is not available, they can be contacted on 0300 
5612 500) between 09.00 – 16.00 hrs, Monday – Friday.

Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC) continues to provide extensive Covid-related 
support to its residents. Each week, approximately 1250 Meals on Wheels continue 
to be supplied as well as 600 -750 welfare calls being made to residents. Elmbridge’s 
Community Transport are proving lifts to the Heart vaccination centre in Walton as 
well as to the vaccination centres in Epsom and Chertsey.

33 rough sleepers have been provided with accommodation with all 7 of the 
Elmbridge rough sleeper cabins being occupied. Since the second period of lockdown 
began last October, Elmbridge has processed and paid businesses nearly £8 million 
in grants. The recently refurbished Hersham Village Hall has been set up as a Covid 
testing site.

Since last March, all the EBC meetings have been held virtually and these can be 
watched live or later on the Council’s website. Consequently, most of the Council’s 
routine business has been able to continue. Regrettably, the date for publication of 
the new Elmbridge Local Plan has been delayed yet again to the autumn, largely due 
to many key staff and consultants being unable to work full time due to the closure 
of the schools and the need to home school their children.

The planning system has continued to operate throughout the pandemic. The most 
important planning decision affecting residents in Oxshott related to the Merrileas 
development along the Leatherhead Road (A244).  Planning permission was given 
to build 67 residential units on the site but, despite strong arguments from Cllrs 
Andrew Burley and David Lewis, members of the Planning Committee did not 
support the inclusion of a new pavement at the developer’s expense between the 
site entrance and Old Farmhouse Drive. It is hoped that such a pavement will be 
built in the future, funded from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) contributions.

The A244, its volume and type of traffic has long been an area of serious concern 
for residents. Over the past few months, in support  of FEDORA, your Conservative 
Councillors at Borough and County level have attended a series of meetings including 
representatives from FEDORA, Surrey Highways, and the Leader of Surrey County 
Council (SCC). The meetings’ objectives were to understand fully residents’ concerns 
and agree deliverable actions to mitigate the impact of traffic through Oxshott 
Village, with road and pedestrian safety and pollution reduction at the heart.
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At the Elmbridge Borough Council Meeting in December, the Administration 
increased the cost of parking in all Elmbridge Borough Council car parks.  They also 
removed the 30-minute short-term stay option, resulting in the minimum car park 
fee increasing from 40p to 90p, an increase of 125%, in car parks such as Steels 
Lane, Oxshott. Cllr David Lewis proposed retaining the short-term 30-minute stay 
option in the village car parks to support local traders who have done so much for 
our community during the Covid pandemic but unfortunately the Administration did 
not support this option.

The Government has announced that elections for Surrey County Council, Elmbridge 
Borough Council and the Surrey Police & Crime Commissioner will take place on 
Thursday 6th May 2021. Polling Stations will be safe places at which to vote but 
you can also choose to vote by post (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
apply-for-a-postal-vote) or by proxy. 

Elmbridge Borough Councillor Oliver Chappell and Surrey County Councillors Mike 
Bennison and Mary Lewis will not be seeking re-election in May. We would like to 
thank them for everything that they have done on behalf of the residents of Oxshott.

Your councillors will continue to work on behalf of the residents of Oxshott and 
Stoke d’Abernon. Please do not hesitate to contact one of your team of councillors:, 
Andrew Burley (aburley@elmbridge.gov.uk), Oliver Chappell (ochappell@elmbridge.
gov.uk) and David Lewis (dlewis@elmbridge.gov.uk) Mary Lewis – Cobham Division 
(Mary.Lewis@surreycc.gov.uk) Mike Bennison – Oxshott, Claygate and Hinchley 
Wood (Michael.bennison@surreycc.gov.uk) for assistance.

Deer in field near Knott Park 
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Cleaning up the Village
by Keith Chapman

As you drive around the Village you may have seen 
cream-coloured bags left at the sides of the roads.  
This is not due to fly-tipping, nor to the Wombles 
of Wimbledon (which of course ages me) moving 
south, but more likely the consequence of Oxshott’s 
volunteer Litter Pickers clearing the Village of 
litter.  The bags are full of rubbish collected by the 
Litter Pickers and left for Joint Waste Solutions 
who are notified and who come and collect them.  
Many of you will assume you pay your Council Tax 
for this purpose - however at times such as this 
when resources are stretched, it’s unlikely you will 
get Joint Waste Solutions (Amey) to focus on the 
outlying areas of the Village – that is when the 
volunteer Litter Pickers come into their own.

The Oxshott Village Litter Team focuses on the main arteries into the Village – i.e. 
both ends of the A244 plus Fairoak and Blundel Lanes.  We estimate that 90 percent 
of the litter has been discarded from vehicles - the usual débris consists of Red Bull 
cans, Costa Coffee take-away cups, and rubbish from take-out meals.   One cannot 
fathom the mindset of the people who throw this rubbish out from their vehicles, 
but it is fortunately a small minority. 

We do a quarterly Litter Pick and, in addition, volunteers pick when they can.  Dates 
for the remaining formal 2021 picks are all on Wednesdays: 21 April, 7 July, 27 
October.

If interested in volunteering and making a difference across Oxshott please contact 
me, Keith Chapman, on 07590 928786.  I will provide the bags and FEDORA safety 
vests but you would need to provide your own gloves and litter-picker.  Each person 
is assigned an area and starts at the time they wish and at 11 a.m. we meet for coffee 
at Munch and Wiggles.  We are a convivial group of community-minded people who 
would love to have you join us.

Overflowing litter bins on Oxshott Heath are also an increasing problem, especially 
during lockdown with the much-greater numbers of visitors including many of whom 
are not local – report an overflowing bin on the Heath by email to countryside@
elmbridge.gov.uk, giving the location of the bin.  There is information on the FEDORA 
website for reporting overflowing bins on the streets.
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Units 1 & 2 Brook Way, 
Kingston Road, Leatherhead,  
Surrey KT22 7NA

Open: Monday to Friday 8am - 6pm, Saturday 8am - 1pm

01372 363787
Email: lisa@lwac.co.uk or visit us at 
www.leatherheadmotorcompany.com

Formerly Leatherhead Welding & Auto Centre  
• Independently Run • Est 1990 •

Leatherhead 
Motor Company

B&Q
Tesco

› › ›  

10%off

MOT’s

Tesco  
and B&Q are 
close by, so 

you can shop 
while you 

wait!

Leatherhead Motor Company is located in Brook Way directly 

off the Kingston Road. The Kingston Road is easily accessed 

from the M25 at Junction 9.

› ›     Loan cars and vans avaiLabLe  
subject to status

› ›   servicing and repairs

› ›   brakes and exhausts

› ›     all makes of cars and vans

› ›     MoT TesTing including vans  
up to 3.5 tonnes & motorcycles

› ›   Welding

› ›   diagnostics

› ›   batteries

› ›     aLL Makes of Tyres –   
fitting, puncture repairs – including 
motorcycles

› ›    nitrogen filled tyres 

› ›     Wheel balancing, alignment  
and replacement

› ›   on-Line Tyre prices beaTen

Leatherhead 
Motor Company

Credit

CrunChing

tyre priCes

Leatherhead Motors A5 advert.ind1   1 29/5/09   11:16:33
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Footpaths Around Oxshott
Lockdown has meant many more people have been discovering and using our local 
footpaths. Some footpaths have become damaged, while others have been a mess 
for many years.  FEDORA would like footpaths across Oxshott to be improved so that 
people can walk easily and safely to the station, church, village shops and schools.  
Some footpaths are the responsibility of Surrey CC (“SCC”) and some the responsibility 
of Elmbridge BC (“EBC”).  At the moment, however, all Councils are short of funds 
and unless there is an emergency it is difficult to get funding for works.  With EBC, 
it usually involves applying for Community Infrastructure Levy (“CIL”) funding from 
Elmbridge a year ahead and, if successful, work starting the following year.

Here is a short summary of where we find ourselves with key footpaths in Spring 
2021. 

Steels Lane

The footpath runs behind the bushes parallel to Steels Lane from the junction with 
Holtwood Road / Sheath Lane to the High Street.  It has suffered neglect over the years.  
It is picturesque in high summer but awful to use the rest of the year.  About a third 
is owned by EBC and the 
rest by SCC so negotiations 
are a little complicated.  
The intention is to get this 
footpath cleared and, where 
necessary, resurfaced.   It is 
hoped the whole path will be 
scraped to remove mud and 
leaf mulch and expose the 
tarmac, and simultaneously 
widened so it is more 
useable.  Overhanging 
branches will be removed to 
reduce the amount of leaf 
fall and improve natural and 
borrowed street lighting.  
Apologies if it looks a bit bare 
initially.  In time, dips will 
be filled in and resurfacing 
done where necessary.  
Gullies will be cut to act as 
temporary drains to the 
road.  Surrey Highways 
have recently cut down 
trees along Steels Lane and 
dumped the logs onto the 
banks on the sides of the 
path, which are proving 
difficult to get removed.  
Please help yourselves if you 
want logs or firewood! 
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Blundel Lane to Stoke Road

The footpath starts from the gate at the end of Irene Road, over the pedestrian 
railway crossing.  It then goes between the Clay Pit and the railway and south behind 
Polyapes to Stoke Road.  About half-way along it joins the section that was resurfaced 
about 5 years ago as a result of the efforts of Cobham Conservation and Heritage 
Trust.  

Blundel Lane to Wrens Hill and Stoke Road 

This footpath starts by going south-east from Blundel Lane opposite Irene Road (see 
photo) to meet the bridle path going east to Wrens Hill and south to Stoke D’Abernon.  
Both this and the previous path are very muddy in wet weather and to get funds for 
improvements requires CIL applications.  These are in hand, but you will still need 
your wellies for a year or two!

Oxshott Heath

Pressing areas of neglect on some on the Heath pathways have been resolved with 
the help of the Elmbridge countryside manager.

Sandy Lane footpath

SCC agree that a footpath/pavement would be useful along the length of Sandy 
Lane from Copsem Lane to Miles Lane.  Funding would have to come from CIL or 
similar and, most importantly, Sandy Lane residents would have to agree to it being 
constructed. 

Fairoak Lane

Discussions are ongoing about a new footpath from the end of the pavement at the 
Oxshott “white gates”, up to the Highgate Cottages gate into Princes Coverts and, 
on the opposite side of Fairoak Lane, “New Road” (which is not a road but is a track) 
which leads to the footbridge over the A3 and into Claygate.  This will almost certainly 
require funding; maybe through CIL, but it is also marked for potential funding on 
the YourFund Surrey map because it would link, through Oxshott, two large areas 
used for walking: Oxshott Heath/Esher Commons and Princes Coverts with routes to 
Ashtead Common and Claygate. 

Miles Lane/Knipp Hill 

Knipp Hill is a very narrow, single-track roadway, and there is no space to construct 
a footway.  Pedestrians must walk on the road.  It is hoped that SCC will put up signs 
to warn vehicles of its single-track nature and of pedestrians, so that walking and 
cycling are made safer. There is a cut-through footpath to Pony Chase (just past The 
Griffin, at the top of Knipp Hill) which enables pedestrians to avoid Knipp Hill and is 
to be signposted.

Please contact footpaths@fedora.org.uk  if you know of other SCC pathways around 
Oxshott that could do with a helping hand.
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The Royal Kent School 
		A	Church	of	England	Primary	School

Bringing history alive to celebrate a 
very royal school bicentenary

Oxshott, Surrey, February 2021 – The Royal Kent School (RKS), Oxshott has embarked 
on	a	year	 long	celebration	of	 its	200th	birthday.	 	The	 festivities	started	 in	October	
2020	with	pupils	and	alumni	transported	back	in	time	to	reflect	on	the	history	of	the	
school and the surrounding community.

On 16 October 2020, RKS commenced celebrations to commemorate the founding 
of the school over 200 years ago.  The school was named ‘Royal Kent’ as it was 
set up under the Patronage of Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, who lived in nearby 
Claremont and his sister, the Duchess of Kent and mother to Queen Victoria. 

In a tradition thought to be started by 
the Victorians, RKS celebrated with 
a large 200 shaped birthday cake.  A 
vanilla cream Victoria Sponge cake to 
be precise, and several other changes to 
the usual school day including Victorian 
inspired workshops in partnership 
with the Elmbridge Museum.  Classes 
swapped iPads for Victorian slates, and 
ink pens and pencils for chalk, as they 
learnt what life would have been like for 
those first pupils starting Royal Kent 200 
years ago.  Pupils were also treated to 
some special keepsakes - a copy of the 
200th anniversary print of the school 

designed by Lisa Tolley and a limited-edition school pin badge.  In return, each of 
the current classes produced a canvas to represent different aspects of the school 
and their memories which will be displayed around RKS as a lasting reminder of the 
bicentenary.

Whilst RKS was unable to celebrate in person with the wider school community on 
the actual anniversary, several parents, and Alumni (from as far as Australia) joined a 
zoom presentation by Elmbridge Museum on the history of Oxshott and the school, 
and shared personal memories of their time at RKS.

but thanks to some great creativity and an amazing school community, RKS continues 
to celebrate this momentous occasion in the school’s history and adapt to new ways 
of working.  Innovative virtual PTA fundraising events have been introduced to 
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The Royal Kent School 
		A	Church	of	England	Primary	School

the school calendar, such as the 
RKS 200th anniversary auction and 
associated events which raised a 
staggering £13,631.57 in November, 
virtual RKS Quiz Nights for parents 
and online Christmas Bake Offs and 
Christmas Jumper design competitions 
for pupils and staff.  Even Santa 
managed to put in a virtual appearance, 
joining the class Christmas parties in 
December.

It has been a year like no other, 
As well as reflecting on the past, RKS is now looking to the future.  As Katie 
Hancock(Headteacher) reveals “Respecting and maintaining the school’s unique 
‘family/community’ is key to everything we do, whilst making the most of our 
special location at the heart of thriving Oxshott.  We look forward to celebrating 
our bicentenary year with the wider community throughout the year (guidance 
permitting) and continuing to welcome families to the latest addition to RKS, a 
nursery for a new generation of pupils which opened in January 2021.”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Royal Kent Church of England School is a happy and high-achieving one-form 
entry school in the heart of Oxshott, Surrey; the school has had a presence in 
the village, albeit in a different building, since 1820. We are an inclusive Christian 
school for local children, and we welcome families of different faiths and cultures. 
All children benefit from our strong links with our parish church St Andrew’s. Staff, 
pupils, and parents are very proud of our school, its heritage and values. Our 
school motto is ‘Learning for Life’ and we aim to equip our pupils with the skills 
and attitude to continue learning throughout life and develop them, in partnership 
with parents and the community, into independent, caring and creative adults.

Contact Information:

 The Royal Kent School, Oakshade Road, Oxshott, Surrey KT22 0LE

 01372 842495

 office@royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk 

 twitter.com/royalkentschool

 facebook.com/royalkentschool
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Little Free Library comes to Oxshott
by Andrew & Ruth Burns

Where in Lockdown Oxshott can you pick up 
‘Notes from a Small Island’ while dipping into 
‘The Confession’ and exploring ‘The History of 
Love’ and ‘The Case for Impeachment’ just above 
‘Summer, the Holiday Fairy’, ‘Percy the Park 
Keeper’ and ‘The Glorious Granny Bake Off’?

They are just a selection of the wonderful books 
available in the Oxshott Little Free Library, at 
least over a weekend in late February.  The Little 
Library is so busy that by the time you are reading 
this, the entire offering will have changed many 
times over.  People of all ages, young and old 
alike, have been visiting the Oxshott Little Free 
Library, taking a book and perhaps leaving one in 
the donations box below.  

Frances Trickey, vicar of St Andrew’s, set the church 
Life Groups a challenge to carry out community 
service projects and activities during lockdown.  The Longstead Life Group were 
inspired by the ever-resourceful 
Helen Pattison to construct and 
set up a Little Free Library.  The 
Little Free Library organisation 
is an award-winning non-profit 
network that builds community, 
inspires readers, and expands 
book access for all through a 
global network of volunteer-led 
little libraries.  Millions of books 
are exchanged through them 
each year, rapidly increasing 
access to books for readers of all 
ages and backgrounds.  At www.
LittleFreeLibrary.org there is a 
map of all the registered library 
boxes in the world – over 100,000 
- and now we have one in Oxshott 
and another one opening soon in 
Cobham.

We were under the 2020 restriction of ‘the rule of six’ when the materials were 
bought and assembled in a makeshift driveway workshop.  The box was made 
watertight and installed on a post set into our hedge at the corner of Steels Lane and 
Sheath Lane, on Oxshott’s five-way crossing.  It has a donations box below and hand 
sanitizer inside for COVID-19 safety.  The Oxshott Little Free Library was formally 
opened by Rev Frances Trickey in time for St Andrew’s Day – 30 November - and 
was immediately popular with books being picked up and dropped off every day.  

Ruth Burns at Oxshott’s Little Free Library  
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Families and dog walkers walking to Oxshott Heath often stop to collect a book or 
two as they passed, and the library was a big hit with pupils on the way to the Royal 
Kent School when it was open.  During the early 2021 lockdown with schools closed, 
we opened an extension to the Oxshott Little Free Library with a collection box in 
Waverley Road.  A Cobham Little Free Library will be soon open on Links Green Way.

So please stop by when you are next walking up to the village shops, over to Oxshott 
Heath or to the church or surgery, have a browse and take a book that interests you.  
And then next time, perhaps drop one off in the box below.  
 

Steels Lane footpath after clearance 



Page 29

Guerrilla Gardening in Oxshott
by Carmen & Alec Robinson

It started in 2019 when Keith Chapman of FEDORA organised the clearing of 
the triangle of land at the top 
of Station Approach, with the 
objective of increasing visibility 
and safety for vehicles turning 
out of Station Approach onto the 
A244.  At the time, the triangle 
was covered with scrubby bushes 
and ivy that obscured the view of 
vehicles exiting Station Approach.  
At about the same time, Keith 
also persuaded FEDORA to pay for 
clearing some of the overhanging 
bushes and trees on the green area 
opposite the petrol station on the 
High Street, and to raise the crown 
of the oak tree.  

After this, the next obvious step was to improve the planting in both areas, so in 
autumn 2019 we purchased 600 daffodils using funds remaining from Oxshott 
Village Day and planted them on the triangle at the top of Station Approach.  It 
turned out to be far too few and in autumn 2020 we planted another 1,500, this 
time a mix of 1000 narcissi and 
500 English bluebells.  Together, 
these should provide colour from 
February into May.  

While doing the planting last 
autumn we discovered that the 
Station Approach triangle is 
surrounded by a pavement, about 
a metre wide, that was almost 
completely covered by earth and 
ivy.  Most people had no idea 
that it existed.  At that time, we 
ourselves managed to clear about 
half of it, and this spring Lindy 
Wheeler persuaded Elmbridge BC 
to clear the remainder of the footpath.  We have high hopes that by the time this 
magazine is published the triangle will be a mass of colour.  The only difficulty we 
have is stopping people from parking on top of the bulbs, and we have had to put 
signs up to try to prevent it.

We also replanted the brick planter opposite the post office on the High Street, with 
variegated, purple-flowering hebes, a dark-flowered lilac, lavender and tulips, again 
funded from the remaining monies from Oxshott Village Day.  

Daffodils at Station Triangle, Spring 2020 - it 
should be much better this year with another 

1,500 bulbs planted! 

The brick planter, Oxshott village centre, Spring 
2020  
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Last Autumn, Residents of Bevendean estate took the initiative to plant crocuses and 
daffodils on the green areas of their estate, including the road junctions of Goldrings 
Road and Holtwood Road with the A244 and Steels Lane, where all Oxshott residents 
will be able to enjoy them.  Together with some enthusiastic volunteers we added to 
these efforts and planted 1,100 bulbs - crocuses and daffodils - on the land around 
the village sign at the junction of Holtwood Road/Sheath Lane with Steels Lane, 
again funded by Village Day monies.

In late autumn, Carmen approached Danes Hill School about re-planting the “Field 
of Hope” on the A244 opposite the school entrance, which a sign says is sponsored 
by the school.  DHS was delighted by the suggestion and agreed to fund the bulbs 
and the cost of a gardener to help with the planting.  Therefore 1,500 daffodils were 
purchased and were planted in mid-December – so a big “thank you” to DHS for 
funding this.

Spring 2021 will see all these areas in full bloom, and the village looking increasingly 
attractive.  What next?  In response to a request from the BluWav residents group, 
we hope to sow wildflower seeds in the spring, on the green areas at the junction of 
Waverley Road with Blundel Lane.  Next autumn, some of the areas of grass along 
Blundel Lane could be planted with more spring bulbs.  There are also areas along 
the A244 which need clearing and planting.  

But our Village Day funds are now almost depleted, so perhaps this is the time for 
others in Oxshott to sponsor some of these efforts, enhancing the village environment 
for everyone’s benefit and gaining goodwill and publicity for themselves; also, time 
for local residents and residents’ associations to become involved.  

If you would like to suggest areas for enhancement, and help with funding and/or 
with planting, please contact carmen@fedora.org.uk to discuss your ideas.
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If you want a view on which  
way the property market is going,  
may we remind you of the second  

word in our name?
If you are thinking of selling or letting your home, you can rely on us for the frankest 

possible advice when it comes to pricing strategy, timing and achieving the best outcome. 

Simply contact us at the Cobham office. We’ll make it our business  
to be with you every step of the way. 

It‘s the least you could expect from your partners in property.

Get in touch today. We’d love to help you.

Knight Frank Cobham
50 High Street
Cobham
KT11 3EF
Sales: 01932 964156
Lettings: 01932 964448

knightfrank.co.uk

RESID2-154_A5_COBHAM_AD.indd   1 26/02/2021   10:21
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Waiting for Cataract Surgery?

01342 306020
enquiries@centreforsight.com
www.centreforsight.com

As a service to the community, internationally renowned Centre for Sight is 
pleased to offer affordable and efficient cataract surgery. 

As a “One-Stop” process, those eligible will be seen, investigated and have 
surgery performed by one of our well-known consultant surgeons on the 

SAME DAY. 
Call or email us to find out more. 

 Affordable and rapid cataract surgery coming to Oxshott
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German engineered 
lasers, previously 
used for vision 

correction, have recently 
been adapted to 
remove cataracts. With 
incredible accuracy of 
one thousandth of a 
millimetre, those who 
need cataract surgery, 
or are considering lens 
replacement procedures 
for vision correction can 
now be further reassured 
of its safety. 

Hands free surgery
“The laser does some 
of the most complex 
portions of the procedure 
for which I no longer have to use my hands, I 
just watch it all happen in HD on a TV screen” 
says Mr. Sheraz Daya, Medical Director.

Eye surgery has transformed in the last two 
decades with lasers replacing knives and 
blades and recovery taking just a few hours. 
The Femtosecond laser, introduced to the UK 
in 2004 by Centre for Sight, has become the 
“gold standard” for LASIK laser vision correction 
and has been further adapted to perform 
corneal transplants and now cataract surgery.

Annually over 400,000 cataracts are 
performed in the UK, with 85% in the NHS. 
There has been growing interest in Laser Lens 
Replacement (LLR) or lens exchange surgery, 

a more appropriate 
alternative to laser eye 
surgery for over 50s.   
In addition to distance 
correction, patients 
are able to obtain 
near and intermediate 
vision. “Trifocal lens 
implants and more 
recently Polyfocal lens 
implants are providing 
patients with amazing 

visual outcomes and, in most cases, complete 
independence from glasses including readers 
– we really are living in good times for eye 
surgery,” says Mr. Daya.  

“My laser cataract extraction has changed my 
life. I am going to enjoy life much more from now 
on!!” says Robin Ford who underwent Laser 
Cataract Surgery with Trifocal lens implants.

The safety and accuracy of laser surgery from 
VICTUS and now CAPSULaser, together with 
high performance lens implants for total vision 
correction, provides almost everyone over the 
age of 50 with the opportunity to have the 
vision of a 25-year-old. Think about how life 
changing that would be!

Are You Considering 
CataraCt Surgery?

There’s great news for cataract sufferers as a new, ultra-accurate laser is 
making the UK’s most commonly performed surgical procedure safer than ever. 

HealtH writer KINjAL MADIyAR

All eye surgical procedures carry a level of risk including not obtaining the desired outcome through to varying levels of visual loss. your eye 
surgeon will discuss the risks and benefits including ones specific to your circumstances at the time of your preoperative consultation.

01342 306020 
enquiries@centreforsight.com 
www.centreforsight.com

“It has changed my life. I am going  
to enjoy my life much more”

advanced Trifocal lenses can 
eliminaTe THe need for glasses

EyE CarE UpdatE

450,000
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Our ethos is to help patients feel as comfortable and at 
home as possible, establishing a relaxed and friendly atmosphere 

which delivers an outstanding dentalexperience. 

In our brand new state of the art private dental practice

General Family Dentistry

Creating a fresher, brighter and healthy smile (self-referral accepted)
Hygienist Treatments

The safe way to a brighter smile
Tooth Whitening

Helping you smile more and frown less
Wrinkle and Line Reducing Clinic

Providing you with a choice to budget for your dental health
Monthly Maintenance Plan

Following all Government guidelines to maintain a healthy safe environment.

01932 866 966www.cobhamdental.co.uk

Dr Claire 
Morrice

BA (Hons) BDS

Dr Siobhan 
Berry

 BDS

Dr Rachel 
Woodriffe

BChD
Cobham Dental Team
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Flooding in Oxshott
by Anthony Wolfe

The last few months have been one of the wettest winters on record – and our road 
drains, gullies and ditches have reflected that fact.

There is a profusion of gullies and ditches throughout the village - and they cause a 
good deal of angst, not least because it is difficult to establish who is responsible for 
their maintenance.   Here in Oxshott the issue is complicated by both Surrey CC and 
Elmbridge BC having obligations.  The issue is exemplified by this map provided 
by Elmbridge BC for the area around Littleheath Road, showing that responsibilities 
for the land are split between EBC Greenspace (in blue) and the pink areas which 
are owned by SCC but maintained by EBC. However, we have made some progress 
and are now looking to develop productive relationships with the relevant officers at 
Elmbridge BC and Surrey CC.

Currently FEDORA is working on seven flooding issues that we would like to see 
addressed by Surrey CC and Elmbridge BC, as shown on the map in Figure 2.  They 
are:

1. The ditches along the A244 below the new Merrileas development appear to 
be inadequate even before the 67 new houses have been built.  It appears that 
the ditches below Merrileas cannot cope with any significant level of rain, so 
they back up and the water then runs along the A244 to the recently cleared 
drains close to the corner that used to have serious flooding issues.

Example of the complexities of responsibilities for roads and verges, 
showing a section of Littleheath Lane.
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2. Knott Park estate suffers from a long-standing issue during heavy rains 
with water flowing from the A244 down through Charlwood Drive across 
gardens in some parts of Knott Park estate, as shown on the map. 

3. Another long-standing issue that has yet to be addressed is the regular 
flooding in the gardens for the houses at the bottom of Steels Lane that back 
onto the Sports Club.

4. Run off from Danes Hill School’s sports fields has shown that, sadly, the 
ditch and pipework along the border with the Scouts Hut encampment 
cannot handle the volume of water: flooding has continued despite the ditch 
being cleared.

5. Water run-off from the area around the new Sports Hall at Danes Hill School 
into and through the neighbouring gardens in Wrens Hill, remains a problem.

6. The bridle-path from Wrens Hill down to Blundel Lane has suffered from 
run-off from the winter’s rains so that the hard surface laid some 5 years ago 
has been gouged out.

7. Sadly, the problems towards the bottom of Steels Lane persist.  Yes, the 
major issues at the bottom of Oakshade Road have been successfully 
addressed - thank you, Thames Water – but it would appear that the result 
is that the problem has been moved further downhill to the next blockage in 
Steels Lane.  John Major is doing a sterling job to get this resolved but, in 
reality, a comprehensive solution is likely to take some time. 

We are now approaching the relevant authorities at Surrey CC who have responsibility 
for Flood Risk and Network Resilience and hopefully we will manage to agree a plan 
to address the flooding and drainage issues created by run-off from the top of the 
village.  Time will tell.

Areas of focus for FEDORA on flooding issues.  The base map is the Government’s 
flood risk assessment map.
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AWS – an International Women’s Group
by Rebecca Painter

AWS (American Women of Surrey) is celebrating 45 years of welcoming expatriate 
women and their families to the UK in the 2020-2121 club year.  Generations of AWS 
members from dozens of countries around the globe will tell you that this group 
helped them settle into their new homes away from home and the strong bonds of 
friendship developed between members was their “family” during their time in the 
UK. 

AWS began during the 1975-1976 school year when mothers of students at the 
ACS Cobham International School (formerly American Community School) began 
meeting together in each other’s living rooms. They quickly organised, grew in 
number, and became a well-respected social and philanthropic club comprised of 
women from around the world.  AWS has also hosted the popular annual Holiday 
Gift Fayre for 29 years.  

But how does a social club survive or even thrive in the midst of a global pandemic 
with “social distancing” at the heart of the effort to prevent the spread of this 
deadly virus?  Last March when we went into our first lockdown, our members 
immediately identified those who might be vulnerable and sought ways to make 
sure all our members’ needs were met.  We embraced Zoom® and hosted some 
fabulous speaker events in addition to our regular activities that could move to a 
virtual format.  

However, Zoom® can never fully replace what happens in person. When we could 
safely hike this past autumn with the rule of six, we hiked.  When we could dine 
outdoors in small groups, we dined outside.  When we could not participate in “Trick 
or Treat” or even “Trunk or Treat,” we “Boo’d” each other with anonymous surprise 
goodie bags of Halloween treats left on each other’s front porches with the idea that 

AWS Hiking Group, pre-lockdown. 
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the recipient would pay it forward to another member.  Instead of hosting a 5k race 
to raise money for our charities, we hosted a virtual “Turkey Trot 5k,” a treasured 
American tradition over Thanksgiving weekend in November.  We posed with our 
families in our race shirts, walked or ran a 5k, and posted the photos on AWS social 
media pages for all to enjoy.  We were all doing it safely “together!”  

To kick off the holiday season, we delivered gift boxes that contained a 45th 
Anniversary mug filled with traditional English Christmas treats to each member’s 
home.  We then enjoyed a Zoom® speaker on the topic of a Dickens’ Christmas as we 
sipped on mulled wine together in our new mugs.  Each of these events strengthened 
the personal connections we had with one another.

The global pandemic and ensuing lockdowns have certainly presented challenges, 
but the silver lining was the opportunity to get to know one another in smaller 
groups and creatively work together to strengthen relationships.  AWS continues to 
add new members via word of mouth and as new families move into the area.  In 
many ways, this time has been a significant opportunity to reflect on what truly is 
the heart and mission of a group like AWS.  We have come together in tremendous 
ways to support our charities and one another this past year and are very excited for 
all of the activities that will be able to safely resume as we move into the late spring 
and into next autumn! 

Membership in AWS is open to individuals of all nationalities and we welcome those 
who would like to meet other like-minded international women for social connection 
and support as well as to have an opportunity to give back to the Surrey community 
through our philanthropic endeavors.  Please visit our website at www.awsurrey.org 
for more information.
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ALLIANCE MOBILE SECURITY
KEYHOLDERS FOR INTRUDER ALARMS

Keyholding & Alarm Response
Home Security Patrols

Bins Out / In
Post In Service

Roadside Security Patrols
Tradesmen Unlocks / Locks

Commercial Out Of Hours Patrols
Building Unlocks / Locks
Void Property Inspections

Sign & Response

Alliance Mobile Security Ltd
Hersham Place Technology Park

Molesey Road • Hersham • Walton-on-Thames • Surrey • KT12 4RZ

01932 229711 / 0344 69 33118
W www.alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk E info@alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk

STAINESEGHAM

SUNBURY

CHERTSEY WALTON

KINGSTON

EPSOM
BANSTEAD

LEATHERHEAD

REDHILL

REIGATE
DORKINGGUILDFORD

WOKING
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At Wine&Something, we believe that good 
wine goes with anything. Delicious food.  
Old friends. Cosy nights in. The better the 
wine, the better those somethings. 

Discover our exclusively sourced portfolio 
from some of the world’s finest independent 
producers - all delivered straight to your door. 

Based in Guildford, we’re treating the lovely 
people of Oxshott with a 10% discount on 
your first order with us.

here’s to you.

OXSHOTT10

Apply code at checkout. Code cannot  
be used in conjunction with any other offer.

wineandsomething.com

Excellent

F_WINE_J000990 - Hyperlocal - Oxshott - A5.indd   1 25/02/2021   17:50
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Surviving the Lockdown
by Dale Agar

Wine&Something is the story of a brand built in lockdown. Having established itself 
only a year earlier and exclusively serving the trade industry before COVID-19 struck, 
after losing 100% of its income the company knew it had to change journey and 
reinvent itself as a consumer brand – quickly!  Fuelled by the spirit and determination 
of an underdog, the company changed brand name and created a unique positioning 
to be relevant to the general public. The result is Wine&Something, launched in 
September 2020. 

Wine&Something promises to bring ‘wow’ to the wine lives of customers across the 
UK by bringing them a unique collection of 300 wines from 75 artisan producers 
across 12 countries. This is about taking people on a journey of discovery, which is 
why 85% of our portfolio is exclusive to Wine&Something - and 100% of the wines 
are selected by our Master of Wine (MW), Robin Kick, one of only 400 MW’s in the 
world. 

If you’re looking for a fun-filled evening with friends, Wine&Something offers a 
variety of virtual wine tastings with entertaining and knowledgeable hosts, including 
Robin Kick. Wines are delivered to you in advance. Average cost £75 (includes 4-6 
full-sized bottles) 

Wine&Something would like to treat the lovely people of Oxshott with a 10% 
discount on your first order using the code OXSHOTT10. www.wineandsomething.
com   
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Village Projects - all need your support!
Surrey County Council has recently launched a £100 million fund, named 
YourFundSurrey, to be spent on community-based projects over the next five years.  
More information can be found at www.surreyca.org.uk/your-fund-surrey, but in a 
nutshell the fund is to be used for capital expenditures on projects that will have a 
long-term impact on the area.  It is not to be used for ongoing maintenance costs.  
The team managing the fund are trying to make the application process very easy 
and minimise the up-front work that is required before a project idea is assessed.  A 
conceptual project idea can be posted on an online map (https://yourfundsurreymap.
commonplace.is) with a scoping estimate of the possible cost, and other people can 
then register their support.  The mantra on the website is “Think BIG” – this is for 
large-scale projects that could not be funded from other sources.  

If the project is assessed as being suitable for funding, the Surrey team will provide 
guidance on the next steps that you have to take.  If the project is not suitable, they 
will provide guidance on other possible sources of funding.  There is no application 
deadline – it is a continuous, ongoing process.  

Various ideas to obtain improvements in Oxshott have been lodged on the 
YourFundSurrey community funding map.  Eventually some may prove to be 
ineligible, but to stand a chance of success they need your support.  Open the map 
online and zoom in on Oxshott; then click on the green labelled projects to get more 
information and register support by clicking on the appropriate box at the bottom 
of the text.  

Projects relevant to Oxshott which are currently registered include the following: 

1. A244 pedestrian bridge over the railway at Oxshott station - This is to 
improve pedestrian safety by the building of a pedestrian footbridge 
alongside the existing road bridge, to separate pedestrians from traffic. 

2. Oxshott Village High Street renewal – This is to improve the tired feel of 
the centre of the village, to replace/renew pavements and street furniture 
and provide for improved pedestrian safety.  The intention is to create an 
environment that is more attractive and welcoming thereby increasing use 
of village facilities. 

3. Fairoak Lane pavement - A new 500m footpath close to the verge from 
the end of the pavement in Fairoak Lane is needed to enable safe walking 
between Oxshott and the access road to Princes Coverts, which links south 
to Ashtead and Epsom commons, and the footpath north to Claygate and 
Esher.

   
4. Steels Lane junction with Oakshade Road / Holtwood Road – Traffic 

calming measures and a crossing are needed to reduce vehicle speeds and 
improve pedestrian safety. 
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HORTICULTURAL SERVICES
♦ Landscape Design & Construction
♦ Plant Display Schemes
♦ Fencing & Patios
♦ Water Features
♦ Irrigation Systems
♦ Turfing

A LARGE SELECTION OF SPECIMEN
NURSERY STOCK FOR INSTANT IMPACT

FULL MAINTENANCE SERVICE
Tel:  01372 278 859 Nursery:  07831 509 377

Email:  andrewgillespie_insideout@yahoo.co.uk       www.insideoutlandscaping.co.uk

5. Outdoor Gyms – for mainly adult use, in Littleheath Recreation Area, 
Kenilworth Road, or a quiet spot on the Heath by the railway line.  This is all 
dependent on agreeing maintenance sponsors.

6. Play Area Renewal – in Littleheath Recreation Ground (would the proposer 
of this please get in touch with FEDORA as we have direct links to Elmbridge 
BC for support of this.

7. Scout and Guide huts – Replacement of these huts is urgently needed to 
ensure that there is a usable, warm, and welcoming space for use not only 
by the scouts and guides but also by other community groups.

  
8. St Andrew’s Church – The ancillary buildings and vestibule need to be 

replaced to provide a new social hub.

9. Blundel Lane bridge – There is currently no pedestrian pavement to cross 
the railway here, and the crossing on the road bridge is dangerous for a 
pedestrian because of the blind corners at either end of the bridge.  A new 
pedestrian footbridge is needed across the railway so that pedestrians, 
cyclists, and horse riders can cross in safety.

Please register support to the projects that resonate with you.  Otherwise, Surrey CC 
may allocate funds to better-supported projects in other locations.
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Improving Sandy Lane
by Hugh Tompkins

Sandy Lane is a pretty 
semi-rural lane and 
linking the A244 at 
Oxshott to Miles Lane 
in Cobham. It is 1.2 
miles long and its 
width varies along 
its length.  From the 
Oxshott end, it runs 
through woodland for 
the first 600 yards, 
before becoming 
mainly residential with 
houses on both sides.  
A number of estates, 
residential roads and 
a school lead directly 
off the road.  The lane 
is unlit, with sporadic 
pavements situated 
only where more 
recent “new build” 
has taken place.  Near 
the A244 the lane is 
especially narrow, with 
tarmac laid directly 
onto a concrete 
foundation installed by 
Canadian troops who 
were stationed nearby 
during WW2. 

Anyone who walks, cycles, or drives down the lane will know how neglected it has 
become in recent years. 

What is the problem?

The lane is busier and becoming increasingly dangerous for local residents who use 
it.  This is mainly as a result of the substantial increase in housing on new estates 
since the period around the 1994 housing census, the doubling of the number of 
pupils attending Reeds School over a similar period (now 750 and mostly day boys), 
and the increasing number of HGV’s, large school buses and numbers of cars using it 
as a cut through to and from the A244.

For local residents who wish to walk to the station, heath, commons, postboxes, 
Oxshott Village or Cobham, the greater width of many modern cars makes it still 
more hazardous.  The 40 mph speed limit seems, for some drivers, to be used as a 
minimum rather than a maximum.

Sandy Lane in the 1960s 
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For those who live on or near Sandy Lane itself, exiting drives and roads onto Sandy 
Lane requires extreme vigilance.

There has also been a large increase in the number of cyclists who have to navigate 
the poor condition of the road and in turn, pose a danger to both themselves and 
car users as they avoid potholes and damaged tarmac. 

Additional concerns include the current poor state of the green verges and the 
damage to the edge of the heath and kerbstones particularly at the A244 end of the 
lane caused by school buses and HGVs riding-up onto the kerb – there are few local 
residents who have not scratched their alloy wheels on the damaged kerbstones or 
lost a wing mirror trying to circumnavigate these large vehicles.

Local councillors, Surrey Highways and Reeds School are aware of many of these 
issues but have said that the concerns that are raised can be quite varied in terms 
of what people want. 

What can we do about it?

Together with Brian Teale, another local resident, we are  trying to establish a more 
coordinated response to gauge local support and priorities.  We have drawn up a 
“flyer” which will be distributed locally asking for support and views on the following:

•	 Reducing	the	speed	limit	from	40mph	to	30mph,	without	street	lighting;
•	 Improving	 pedestrian	 access	 by	 creating	 a	 signposted	 footpath/footway	

along the length of the lane. This would join up the existing footpath that 
many local residents already use alongside the “bends”;

•	 Address	the	issues	of	road	width	at	the	junction	with	the	A244;
•	 Repair	damaged		kerbs,	potholes,		tarmac	and	the	green	verges	in	a	manner	

that is lasting.

The Government’s agenda for improvements in cycling and walking opportunities 
should support much of the above.  Maintaining the green elements of this semi-
rural lane should, where possible, underpin any improvements. 

How can you help?

Once we can agree a consensus of what is wanted by local residents, we will proceed 
to the next step.  This will be in the form of a petition which in turn will give us 
increased leverage to achieve funding, the support of our EBC and SCC councillors, 
and ultimately Surrey Highways. 

If you have received the flyer, do please respond.  If you haven’t, and would like to 
support us, please let us know!  You can contact me, Hugh Tompkins, by email at  
hughtompkins@hotmail.com. 
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Parking in and around Oxshott
by Lindy Wheeler

High Street layby  

By way of reminder, for many years the lay-by in the village by the Pharmacy has had 
single yellow lines and signage stating NO PARKING between 8am and 6 pm.  This 
is to provide space for delivery lorries.  However, many people use it for short term 
parking, and this prevents its use by delivery lorries who must park on the main road 
instead.   This has an obvious knock-on effect causing traffic congestion.  As a result, 
there are now increased visits from enforcement officers to deter illegal parking. 

There has been a recent proposal to Surrey County Council (SCC) to turn the lay-by 
into a full-time official delivery bay.  An alternative proposal is for it to be a Delivery 
Bay from 6am to 12 noon only with short term parking from 12 noon to 6pm and 
normal free parking from 6pm to 6am.  SCC will consider these and provide a 
decision in due course. 

Other parking areas 

Steels Lane has white lines that merely show the edge of the road.  Confirmation has 
been obtained from SCC that these do NOT prevent parking.  But given that Steels 
Lane is narrow and carries sometimes fast-moving traffic, any parking there needs 
to be done thoughtfully. 

After a major clearance, the small lay-by opposite Birds Hill Farmhouse on the A244 
provides parking sufficient for two small cars. 

Car park charges 

New charges have been introduced in the village car park requiring payment of 
a minimum 90p for up to a one-hour stay.  These charges have been challenged 
as inappropriate for the Oxshott quick turnaround style of carpark use and two 
alternative strategies have been suggested to Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC).   At 
the moment EBC says there will be no change, but a review has been promised late 
summer. 

Yellow lines

The double yellow lines on Silverdale Avenue and Holtwood Road that were 
approved as part of the 2020 parking review are due to be painted in spring 2021.

Complaints were made by users of the roads about the proposed changes to parking 
in Silverdale Avenue and Broom Hall on the basis that they would impair traffic flow 
and over-restrict local parking.   SCC therefore took the decision that double yellow 
lines will go only in a small part of Silverdale Avenue to help vehicles to pass.   This 
means there can be 24-hour parking almost everywhere else on Silverdale Avenue 
and Broom Hall.  

The double yellow lines on Holtwood Road close to the Village centre and on the 
long bend will help reduce dangerous parking and alleviate road congestion mainly 
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Residential & Commercial Property Services 
 

 Building & refurbishment works 
 Decorating 
 Flooring  
 Kitchens & Bathrooms 
 Plumbing & Heating 
 Carpentry 
 Roofing & Guttering  

  
         THE GARAGE, LEATHERHEAD INSTITUTE, 67 HIGH STREET, LEATHERHEAD, KT22 8AH 

 
 

 
            01372 372470           07811 972274 
                           www.homefixlimited.co.uk                 hello@homefixlimited.co.uk  

during school drop off and pick-up times.    

Heath parking 

There has been significant use of the car parks for the Heath during recent lockdowns 
and this has led to heavy parking around the Heath including dangerous and anti-
social parking along Sandy Lane.  As a result, the police are likely to introduce 
temporary yellow lines on Sandy Lane. The car park on the A244 by the sandpit may 
have some alterations to prevent parking by the side of the road.  

A244/ A3 roundabout  

Concern about dangerous mud on the roads and hugely unsightly lorry tyre gouges 
in the wet earth on the A244 roundabout under the A3 overpass led to a request to 
SCC to tarmac more of the underbridge area for safer parking.   Although parking 
there is illegal, it is difficult to monitor so SCC will be building earth berms around 
Easter time to prevent parking by lorries and coaches.  Use of earth berms is cheap 
but it may result in slicks of muddy water on the road when it rains.  This will be 
monitored. 

For any help, please contact parking@fedora.org.uk
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Who on Earth Dreams These up?
A lexophile of course•

Venison for dinner again? Oh deer! 

How does Moses make tea? Hebrews it. 

England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool.

I tried to catch some fog, but I mist. 

They told me I had type-A blood, but it was a Typo. 

I changed my iPod’s name to Titanic. It’s syncing now.

Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 

I know a guy who’s addicted to brake fluid, but he says he can stop any time. 

I stayed up all night to see where the sun went, and then it dawned on me. 

This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, but I’d never met 
herbivore. 

When chemists die, they barium. 

I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can’t put it down.

I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on words.

Why were the Indians here first? They had reservations. 

I didn’t like my beard at first. Then it grew on me. 

Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher who lost her job because she couldn’t 
control her pupils?

When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble. 

Broken pencils are pointless. 

What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary? A thesaurus. 

I dropped out of communism class because of lousy Marx. 

I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded dough. 

Velcro - what a rip off! 

Don’t worry about old age; it doesn’t last. 

Courtesy of Mike Crute
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