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Application for Membership of
FEDORA – The Voice for Oxshott CIC
First Name: ___________________

Last Name: ___________________________

Address (House & Street): _______________________________________________
Postcode: ____________________________ Date: __________________________
E-mail Address:

______________________________________________________

Telephone Number: ___

________________________________________________

(by providing my e-mail address I agree that FEDORA may communicate with me by email)

I, the undersigned, hereby apply for membership of FEDORA – The Voice for Oxshott
CIC (the “Company”, registration number 13057190) and agree to be bound by the
provisions of the Company’s Articles of Association.
I agree to pay a Membership Fee of £10.00 for the 2022 calendar year which:
(1) has been set-up to be paid by annual standing order (sort-code 20-90-56,
account 80164445); or
(2) has been paid by internet banking (bank details as above); or
(3) is enclosed herewith and sent to the Membership Secretary, 35 Charlwood
Drive, Oxshott, Surrey KT22 0HB.
(Delete as appropriate)
If paying online please also email the information requested on this form to
membership@fedora.org.uk so that your details can be recorded.

I understand that a Membership Fee is payable every calendar year, otherwise my
Membership will lapse.
I agree to contribute £1.00 to the Company’s assets in the unlikely event that the
Company should be wound up while I am a Member or within one year after I cease to
be a Member, for payment of the Company’s debts and liabilities.
Signed:

________________________________________________________

Name:

________________________________________________________

If this application is successful, I hereby authorise you to place my name on the Register
of Members of the Company.
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Chairman’s Comments
by Carmen Robinson, co-Chair

This will be my last Chairman’s Comments as my husband and I will be moving out of
the area before the next magazine. It was a difficult decision to make as we bought
our first house in Oxshott in 1991, at which time I lived overseas. We have greatly
enjoyed living here and have numerous friends in the area. However, after 30 years
it is now time to move on. In the meantime, I am continuing to work with FEDORA
until we are ready to leave Oxshott.
After many years overseas, I joined FEDORA in 2000 when the magazine was being
printed in monochrome green and white. I had the pleasure to work with Graham
& Rita Clarke, David Cooke (who is still involved), Councillor Norman Kaphan, Henk
van Roest, and others. In addition, in 2002 I became Chairman of Oxshott Christmas
Fair and, together with an enthusiastic team of volunteers, raised over £120,000 for
local charities until the Christmas Fair had run its course in 2006, after 45 years in
the making.
After that, thinking that the Village could benefit from a village-wide event that
would help create a sense of community, I founded ‘Oxshott Village Day’ starting in
2008 with the help of a small organising team and a lot of enthusiastic volunteers
– many from the Christmas Fair team. FEDORA provided seed funds and we had
sponsorship from Oxshott businesses. The Village Day was held at Oxshott Village
Sports Club for 11 years. By the close it attracted more than 5,000 visitors for the
day. It was a truly popular event and raised almost £37,000 for local charities, but
was a lot of work to organise.
In May 2019 I was nominated as a co-Chair of FEDORA together with Anthony Wolfe.
Mike Wheeler and Ian Dilks also joined the team at that time. We all work very
well together and have successfully attracted other volunteers. In December 2020,
FEDORA was incorporated as a non-profit Community-Interest Company (FEDORA –
The Voice for Oxshott CIC) with five founding Directors. We have had an interesting
year since incorporation and the Directors are doing an excellent job of keeping
Oxshott residents informed on the latest issues that affect the village – mainly,
building developments and the A244. Our local Councillors have been supportive
and keep us up to date with what is going on in Surrey CC and Elmbridge BC.
All of the team running FEDORA are, of course, volunteers, who are all motivated
to make a difference in the village. However, we need many more volunteers to
strengthen the team and continue this job and if you are able to give FEDORA a few
hours every month, together with the rest of the team you could make a difference
and continue to help Oxshott. Please join us; we will be very happy to have you.
If you are interested to join the FEDORA team please contact: info@fedora.org.uk

Disclaimer: FEDORA, its officers and committee members make every effort to publish this magazine on
time, to give correct information and advice in good faith, and to accommodate advertisers by including
desired copy with accurate content. No responsibility or liability, however, can be taken for any inadvertent
errors or omissions.
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Your partners
in property
in Cobham.
For frank advice

on the current market,
please contact us.

Knight Frank Cobham
50 High Street
Cobham
KT11 3EF
01932 964156
cobham@knightfrank.com
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A Time of Change………
by Anthony Wolfe, co-Chair
September 2021 finds FEDORA - the Voice for Oxshott at a time of change. Carmen
and Alec Robinson are in the process of leaving Oxshott having sold their house in
Knott Park and looking to move out towards the Surrey Hills. We thank them for all
their hard work in the community over the years with the Christmas Fair, the Village
Day and their involvement with FEDORA.
We have recently welcomed two new recruits to the volunteers who have moved into
the area within the last two or three years: Stephen Brown, who is now helping Ian
Dilks with roads and in particular with FEDORA - the Voice for Oxshott’s engagement
with Surrey Highways and Mark Cooke, who is now heading up the village’s new
Community Speed Watch.
Two longer standing residents have also recently got involved: Sandra Elmes, who
is taking on the role of Membership Secretary, whilst Hugh Tompkins has been busy
addressing the issues along Sandy Lane with a focus on discussions with Surrey
Highways about what is feasible. We thank them all for stepping forward and
getting involved.
However, we will not stop there as we look to develop the team so that roles are
manageable and spread the load in a meaningful way. The roles are varied in terms
of time commitment and technical skill. They include:
•
•
•

•
•

Distribution of the FEDORA magazine, whether that be in an organisational
role or a focus on its distribution in an area local to you. So, no great
commitment as the magazine is only published twice a year.
Editor for the FEDORA magazine published in April and October.  
Maintenance of the content of the website.  We are most grateful to Richard
Mulhall who will continue to provide technical support for the website, as
he does for Cobham Conservation and Heritage Trust. So, this role requires
an on-going commitment but should not require more than an hour per
week.
Distribution of informative emails to members and supporters through Mail
Chimp. There is pro-forma already set up and in practice the emails are
issued as and when required with a maximum annual volume of say 35 p.a.
Company Secretary for the CIC, filing the required annual returns and
maintaining the necessary statutory records. This person would be
appointed an officer of the company. Some experience of dealing with
submitting returns to HMG on-line would be helpful but the role should not
involve a major time commitment.

If you would like to know more or discuss how you might help then please contact
Anthony Wolfe at info@fedora.org.uk.
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David Cooke Associates
Computer Consultancy
Database and Website
Development – VB, HTML, ASP,
SQL, Access, Excel

N.J. Ricks
Interior and Exterior

Painting & Decorating
Working Locally since 1986
References Available

01372 843220
0 7 8 8 9 844459
ricks539@outlook.com

Photography – Conversion of
movies and stills to digital format
on DVD/CD
PCs and Networks – Installation,
Setup and Troubleshooting
Email: davidadcooke@btinternet.com
Tel/Fax: 01372 842873

15, Littleheath Lane, Cobham, KT11 2QG

We offer full design, supply and
installation service. Free
Estimates and Free Quotes.
I pride myself on a great level of
service and high standard of
workmanship.
Find us on Facebook & Instagram

@Dannybuildingservice

dbs_2007

Phone 07882 197 010
danny.buildingservice@yahoo.com

Pagewww.dbskitchensandbathrooms.co.uk
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Planning Update
Local plan

by Mike Wheeler

Production of the Elmbridge Local Plan has become a hugely protracted process.
The plan is a statutory requirement and is intended to set out the basis by which
the local borough should develop over the next 15 years. It should set a strategy for
the way in which land is used for housing, identify infrastructure requirements and
provide a basis for deciding planning applications.
Work on the plan started in 2016 with several public consultations. Five years later,
there is still no draft plan. By far the most contentious matter has been agreement
of a housing target and the implications for use of local Green Belt. By way of
background, central Government has been outspoken about the need to boost
significantly the number of new houses being built in the UK and has developed
methodology to determine targets for every borough in the country. If the target
for Elmbridge were adopted, it would mean that the annual target would need to
be roughly double actual levels of delivery. In a borough with a severe shortage
of land, this would pose a huge threat to the Green Belt and require increased
densification of a type that would damage the character of the borough.
Agreement of a suitable target has been a (needlessly) difficult process. It would
seem that Council officials have been quiescent and recommended compliance
with central Government targets - potentially for fear of compromising their own
credibility. At the same time, local residents’ groups (including FEDORA) have argued
that Government targets are the result of a crude and flawed mechanical process
that bears no relation to the actual housing needs of Elmbridge. Unfortunately,
what should be a local issue has been seemingly blighted by political point scoring
that does not necessarily serve the best interests of residents of the borough. And,
until recently, the local MP has been resolute in support of Government targets.
This is perhaps not surprising given that he was Housing Minister at the time that
the methodology was developed.
Reportedly, Council officials came forward this summer with a draft plan that
was subsequently rejected by Councillors. The plan is now being reworked and
assurances have been made that a revision will represent the result of a proper
collaboration between Council officials and Councillors. This carries with it the
implication that previously such collaboration had been less than adequate. At the
same time, the political goalposts have shifted. The scale of potential rebellion on
the Government’s backbenches to the foisting of unrealistic housing targets on to
areas in the south-east and the by-election result in Amersham and Chesham has
clearly unnerved the Government. There has been a marked change in attitude.
The importance attached to housing targets has been diminished and most recently
there has been a change in Minister who has already called a halt to various
proposed housing reforms. Hopefully, this will foster an environment that will
enable boroughs such as Elmbridge to work on a Local Plan that properly reflects
the needs of the local community.
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Local planning applications
The effect of the drive to increase housing numbers in Elmbridge can be clearly seen
driving south out of Oxshott on Leatherhead Road. The Merrileas development
will provide for 73 dwellings and a substantial clearance of land has been taking
place over recent months. Apart from the loss of many mature trees, the new
development will be hugely visible. It will increase the population of Oxshott by
about 5% and create yet further strain on local infrastructure. With a need for most
new residents to drive to schools, shops, offices or train stations, there will be an
inevitable increase in congestion and pollution. At the same time that Surrey CC
and Elmbridge BC are declaring a climate emergency, it seems wholly contradictory
to approve housing developments in locations that embed car dependency.
Site clearance has stated at Bevendean Cottage on Holtwood Road where approval
has been granted for 15 flats. Mature trees have been ruthlessly taken down in a
way that seems to pay cynical disregard to local character.
A recent application has been submitted for a block of seven flats at 4 Fernhill. The
proposed building will be substantial by reference to the size of the plot and have a
dominating effect on the street scene.
While there is a clear drive to promote schemes that result in significantly higher
densification, the local planning sub-committee acts responsibly in a way that weeds
out the most egregious schemes. A number of local applications have recently
been rejected and Councillor David Lewis is to be commended for the way in which
he has spent time understanding the adverse implications of these opportunistic
applications.

I.L.S.
Fencing
Services
07831 509 377
Canon Grove Nurseries
Fetcham KT22 9LN
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Continuing Roads Update
by In Dilks

It is almost a year since we submitted our petition for a number of changes to traffic
on the A244. There is no visible change so far but a lot has been going on behind
the scenes.
We explained in the Spring edition of FEDORA magazine the background to
the changes in road use we have seen in recent decades and the context of the
environment we are now operating in to seek improvements. In this article we
provide an update on the key projects we are pursuing and give brief details of other
things that are going on.
The A244 problems
On the key projects we continue to make slow progress and haven’t so far hit any
insurmountable roadblocks. We continue to meet regularly with representatives of
Surrey Highways (SH) and are now joined by Mark Sugden, one of our new Surrey
County Council (SCC) councillors. Mark has shown himself to be both active and
supportive. We also now have increased liaison with our three local Elmbridge
councillors as well as Mark which is helpful given the overlap, and sometimes lack
of clarity, of responsibilities between SCC and Elmbridge.
•

A night time HGV ban - there is widespread recognition of the blight of
heavy night time traffic in Oxshott and hence support for change. There are
a number of causes but almost certainly one is the role of SatNav systems.
These suggest routes on a binary basis and so will divert traffic onto the
A244 when other traffic volumes are low and this route would be quicker
than the M25 by even a few minutes. A complication has arisen because
residents of Cobham have expressed concern that a night time ban in
Oxshott would divert traffic onto the Stoke Road. We believe this concern
is unfounded given the role of SatNav systems which are unlikely ever to
indicate that travel through Cobham is quicker than the M25. Nevertheless,
these concerns have to be taken into account which means increased
consultation and potentially more complex design and greater cost.

•

Average speed cameras - The current national guidance does not support
the installation of speed cameras on the A244 in Oxshott. However, SCC is
producing new guidance for use in Surrey and invited FEDORA to provide
input. We expect the new guidance to be approved shortly and to permit
cameras to be installed. Design work, including siting, can then start. These
cameras are expensive and funding will be an issue but if this is secured it
might be possible to install them next year

•

Further speed restrictions in the village centre - you will have seen the
traffic monitoring equipment installed in early summer. Some residents
have expressed concern this was only done for a week but this is standard
practice and we had no option. Data is now being analysed by SH which will
inform design work. The monitoring was also extended to Steels/Blundel
Lane where speeding is a concern given the proximity to schools.
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•

Pavements from the south of the village - SH said it hoped to carry out works
to widen the west footpath south of the Bear before the end of the year but
a recent change of ownership of the land required might cause a delay.
Improvements to the north of the Bear are now at the feasibility stage and
progress will depend on discussions with Oxshott Lodge. It would have been
simpler to create this path when the Oxshott Lodge site was developed but
the opportunity was missed due to poor communication between councils
and no oversight from residents. This shows the importance of an active
FEDORA. Little progress has been made on a footpath on the east of the
A244 which will soon become more important given that development
of the Merrileas site has commenced. Discussion between SH and local
businesses on pavements within the High Street continue.

High Street Parking
The current arrangements are sub-optimal to say the least. There is no provision
for vehicle unloading, the main layby cannot be legally used during the daytime
(although it often is due to low levels of enforcement) and there are two spaces
designated “disabled” which are not suitable for use by those with a disability.
The Local Committee has approved in principle a FEDORA request to change the
arrangements to provide a dedicated unloading bay for certain hours, improved
parking for those with a disability and limited short term parking for local shoppers.
This should benefit local businesses, local residents and blue badge holders alike.
The proposals should be advertised for comment later this year.
Community SpeedWatch (CSW)
Following the good response to the request for volunteers there are enough people
to put in place an Oxshott Community SpeedWatch Scheme. Mark Cooke, a resident
of Leatherhead Road, has kindly volunteered to coordinate this and act as the main
point of contact with Surrey Police.
An agreed list of volunteers has now been provided to the Police. The main area of
concern remains the A244 but we have enough volunteers to carry out speed checks
at other sites in the village where speeding is a known problem and discussions
are ongoing to agree with the Police where these might be. On-line training has
now been completed by all volunteers and “hands on” training is due to start in the
next few weeks with speed checks commencing soon after. There is unfortunately a
backlog in this but Mark is working with the Police on timing.
Speed limits do of course apply to all road users so there will be no dispensation for
local residents!
Other things you might like to be aware of
In 2022 the UK plans to implement “Intelligent Speed Assistance”, or ISA, for all new
vehicles which will use GPS or video technology to restrict the speed of vehicles to
local speed limits. A warning of excess speed will first be given to drivers and then
power to the engine will be reduced. It is expected that initially it will be possible to
switch the speed limiter off but this option might be removed in future and overriding
the system could be prejudicial to any discussions with the Police or insurers in the
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event of an accident. In a relatively affluent area with a high proportion of new
vehicles and pressure to switch to electric vehicles this could have an impact on
traffic speed quite quickly given that one vehicle deploying the speed restrictions
will obviously restrict the speed of following vehicles. There are a number of articles
available on the web which give further details, this is one: https://www.confused.
com/on-the-road/safety/speed-limiters-mandatory-on-new-cars.
Surrey has recently launched a consultation on its proposed new Transport Plan
for 2022-2032 and beyond. Details are available using this link https://surreyltp4.
commonplace.is. A copy of the executive summary is also available on the FEDORA
website. The plan is aspirational and reflects other SCC responses to Climate
Change. The general thrust of the draft is supportive of the measures FEDORA is
seeking to reduce the impact of traffic on Oxshott which is helpful. Implementing it
would also have an impact on Surrey’s current approach to commenting on planning
applications which encourage greater car use. Responses are due by 24 October
2021. FEDORA will be responding following consultation with our councillors. If you
have any comments you wish us to take into account please let us know.
There have been a number of recent planning applications where SH, acting
as statutory consultee, has taken a minimalist approach to the impact of the
development on local roads. In our view this has resulted in approval of applications
by Elmbridge which are potentially unsafe. We have raised this and other related
concerns with our councillors with a view to improving the coordination between SH
and Elmbridge planning officers.
If you require any further information or have comments on the Surrey draft
Transport Plan please contact us at roads@fedora.org.uk.
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www.cobhamdental.co.uk

01932 866 966

Our ethos is to help patients feel as comfortable and at
home as possible, establishing a relaxed and friendly atmosphere
which delivers an outstanding dentalexperience.
General Family Dentistry
In our brand new state of the art private dental practice
Hygienist Treatments
Creating a fresher, brighter and healthy smile (self-referral accepted)
Tooth Whitening
The safe way to a brighter smile
Wrinkle and Line Reducing Clinic
Helping you smile more and frown less
Monthly Maintenance Plan
Providing you with a choice to budget for your dental health
Following all Government guidelines to maintain a healthy safe environment.

Dr Rachel
Woodriﬀe

Dr Claire
Morrice

BChD

BA (Hons) BDS
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Cobham Dental Team

Living with Danes Hill School
by Ian Dilks

In the Autumn 2020 magazine we provided background on Friends of Oxshott (FOX)
and the work done to improve relationships between Danes Hill School (DH) and
the local community. We reported positively on progress made in the previous
year and noted some of the actions the School said it proposed in future which
we welcomed. Some of this progress has continued but the senior leadership of
the School appears to have changed its approach to other aspects of community
relations, including reneging on previous understandings. Further details of both
progress and backward steps are given below but it might be helpful to begin with
some context.
First, the work of FOX (and FEDORA) is solely concerned with the relationship
between the School (at both sites) and Oxshott residents, in particular those that
live closest to the premises. It has no interest in the School’s educational record.
Many readers will be parents of pupils at the School and as we know are quite happy
with the quality of education; indeed some may have moved to Oxshott primarily
to live near the School. Secondly, as residents we have to accept that the School
is now a significant commercial enterprise with continuing aspirations to develop
in an increasingly competitive world. Any business with a turnover of c£15m and
employing 170 staff sited in a small village will inevitably create some disruption to
its neighbours, particularly when its “customers” visit it daily on site. The challenge
is to seek to minimise this disruption. The School is proud of its commercial success
and its growth from 16 pupils in 1947 to 800 today makes it one of the largest schools
of its type in the country. This growth has though come at a cost to Oxshott as more
and larger school buildings encroach on neighbouring properties and the increased
number of pupils traveling from outside the village creates additional traffic and
pressure on local roads.
Those of you who attended the 2019 AGM will recall that the School apologised
unreservedly for some of its past actions and, as part of the plan to do better, created
the role of Local Community Liaison Officer (LCLO) to work with the local community.
This role was held initially by a local resident, Sarah Colenso, who had no other roles
in the School and did a tremendous job in building relationships, particularly during
the construction of the new Sports Hall. It is a testament to everyone’s efforts that
so few problems arose in this period given the scale of the project. We are grateful
to Sarah who was replaced at the end of 2020. The role of LCLO continues and the
post is now held by Claire Walsh, who is also the School’s marketing manager, and
she has continued the work of dealing with issues when they arise and seeking to
remind staff and parents to be considerate of the School’s neighbours. Specific areas
of progress include the School now reinforcing restrictions on unauthorised use of
the entrance to the School on Wren’s Hill, dealing with additional parking problems
that arose from COVID-19 restrictions and giving advance notice of School events.
Conversely, its approach in other areas has changed markedly in the last year. For
example:
(i)

The School has now said that it will not undertake the more extensive
planting programme to screen the Sports Hall that, as we reported
last year, the School had offered (a statement also made to Elmbridge
Page 15

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

(v)

Borough Council (EBC) as part of its consideration of a planning application
amendment). It has simply stated the screening complies with the planning
consent and it sees no need to do more;
The School has refused to approve or implement specific suggestions
previously made to the owner by School staff to improve the screening of
one neighbouring property that is particularly adversely affected by the
Sports Hall. Again, no explanation has been given;
The School has declined to support discussions that were taking place with
local residents to improve road user safety in Wren’s Hill;
The School has not adequately responded to complaints about the removal
by the School in October 2020, without warning, of a neighbours’ mature
boundary hedge which provided screening of the Sports Hall. EBC confirmed
last year this was in breach of planning consent and the hedge should be
replaced but the School has made no effort to do so. The School has said
the removal was carried out as part of routine estate maintenance but have
not commented on why the neighbours affected, who were responsible
for maintenance of the hedge, were not consulted. They have also stated
that the hedge was considered to be dead, a disconcerting stance since
photographs of green foliage taken at the time of removal show that was
not the case.
Requests over several months to meet with the School to discuss traffic and
parking problems in the Bevendean Estate have so far not been accepted.

Following the death of the headmaster in February of this year and the events
leading up to it, a School spokesperson acknowledged publicly that “.. a further
review of culture and leadership is planned so that we can improve the school
management…”. A new headmistress has subsequently been recruited externally
who will join in a year’s time and we wait to see what impact that may have.
We, and several individual residents, have written to the Chair of Governors,
Mr Hugh Monro, to express a number of concerns. Some have not received an
acknowledgement let alone a substantive response. Mr Monro did reply to FOX in
May to “….reaffirm that the school wishes to have a good relationship with the local
community”. He has however subsequently declined requests to meet. Instead, the
School has appointed a communications consultant to support it with whom Mr
Monro has asked us to deal. We have now had two meetings with the consultant
but unfortunately his remit apparently does not extend to commenting on past
conduct. A letter of “clarification” received recently from the consultant confirms
the position set out above, specifically that it is a sub-committee of the Governors
which has declined to approve any additional planting.
This unexplained change in approach is very disappointing after some initial progress
and we seem to have reached an impasse. Despite the good words the School’s
attitude to its neighbours, including refusals to meet, is difficult to understand. It can
only harm the School’s reputation at an already difficult time. However, we plan to
work with the communications consultant, LCLO, School Governors, the incoming
headmistress, local councillors, EBC and others as necessary with a view to putting
improving relationships back on track.
If you have any specific queries regarding Danes Hill please continue to send these to
localcommunity@daneshill.surrey.sch.uk. If you have any comments on the issues
raised above please let us know at schools@fedora.org.uk
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Padel comes to Oxshott
by Sandra Elmes

The Oxshott Village Sports Club (OVSC), which is located on Steels Lane, has just
installed two Padel courts and started a new Padel club section.
The first Padel club was created in Marbella way back in 1974, hence its popularity in
Spain, and although it has been played all over Europe for many years, it is only now
beginning to establish a foothold in the UK; very notably in Surrey.
So, having recently retired, and looking for something active and sociable, I took
the plunge and joined. I’ve not played racquet sports for many decades, so joining
long-established tennis/badminton/squash clubs was not for me. However, a sport
that might attract a number of newbies like myself seemed ideal, and thankfully a
fair few people had the very same idea! We now have a very keen group, having a
great time learning to play.
…but what is Padel?
Firstly, it’s worth noting that Padel is usually played as doubles, which is great for
those of us who can’t/won’t race around a court like Murray or Raducanu! It’s easy
to play, great fun and extremely sociable. It can be played in groups of mixed ability
and ages, because it’s not all about power.
The court
More good news…this is smaller than a standard tennis court, roughly 25% smaller.
Like tennis, there is a net dividing the two halves, and white boxes to mark the areas
for serving into. However, here is the interesting aspect of Padel – a Padel court has
walls, so squash players might be getting a bit excited by now because, yes, shots
can be played off them. The picture of a Padel court shows you the mesh metal walls
surrounding the court, and the glass rebound panels at the back. The courts at OVSC
have floodlights, so play can continue until 9pm.
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The bat and ball
No stringed racquets for us. Padel is played with a solid stringless
bat, quite thick and with holes through the playing surface. There
are bats for all types of players, but for beginners, the lighter the
better. It’s not as long as other sports’ racquets, which catches
a few existing racquet players out to start with. The balls look
just like tennis balls but they are squashier (not the official
technical term!). We’re learning how to use these bats to hit
the balls, which is very different from how you hit tennis and squash
balls, and for badminton players, sorry, your tricksy flicky wristies won’t help
you in this game! You can let the ball bounce before trying to hit it back over
the net, or volley it, and we’ve been told lobbing is quite a thing in this game.
Scoring
This is exactly the same as tennis – 15, 30, 40, deuce and advantage, and games
mount up into sets. One player serves a ball to the opposing player cross-court,
making sure it bounces in their opponent’s white box, without hitting the walls
first, and then play continues until that point is won/lost. They get two goes at
serving within the box without hitting the net or walls first. The big difference is
that the ball must be served at or under waist height and bounce on the server
side before hit over the net; hence we serve underarm.
The rules
These are quite simple and easy to learn. Once the server has served correctly,
the opponent can return it over the net (it can hit the net as long as it goes over
onto the opponents’ side), but it must hit the opponents’ ground, and not their
walls, first. Once it has hit the ground, it can then bounce against a wall, with
the opponent needing to return it before it hits their ground again. Of course, a
player can return the ball without it first hitting their ground – a volley, and they
can play the ball off their own wall if they wish, as long as the ball goes over the
net and would hit the opponents ground first.
…and that’s it, other than to say it probably takes a lifetime to become an expert,
but that’s not what it’s about for many of us. We just want to learn something
new, be a bit more active, whilst meeting new people and having fun.
The OVSC Padel section has arranged group coaching sessions, and there
are also weekly social sessions for us to meet-up and try to put into practice
what we’ve been taught. We’ve also started a beginners WhatApp group for
arranging ad-hoc sessions with each other, and after just a couple of months
we are around 20 strong. There are also group coaching and social sessions for
intermediate and expert players if you’ve not new to Padel. So, if you’d like to
know more and hopefully join us, why not contact the OVSC office (office@
oxshottsports.com, 01372 843652) to find out more or peruse the Padel pages
on their website ovsc.co.uk.
Happy Padelling.
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Patient Participation Group....otherwise known as the
PPG-we are here for you!
by Lynn Aylward

With over 8,300 patients in the practice we are not fully representative at the
moment with only 450 participants and their families within the group. A few new
members have joined recently, but we still need more.
Both patients and professionals within the practice will gain from active participation
and interaction within the group.
During the Pandemic the PPG Committee have been able to meet regularly on zoom,
enlist 4 new members and to keep in touch with Claire Broadhurst-the Practice
Manager. Following the sad loss of our long-term Secretary Liz Reilly we are also in
urgent need of someone who would be willing to help with Minute taking and has
other IT skills.
We have also been communicating with other local PPGs, in order to share our
experiences, expectations and frustrations!
With the gradual lifting of restrictions we are hoping to restart our open meeting
and talks in the Oxshott Village Centre with the Doctors and outside speakers.
There is at last some good news from the Practice in that the website is in the
process of being simplified for ease of use.
The Surgery the door is now open, patients no longer need to buzz in, but they are
requested to wear masks and to use the hand sanitiser whilst entering the building
as it is a Health Care Setting.
Patients will be asked to take a lateral flow test at home if they or anyone they have
been in contact with has shown any Covid symptoms before entering the building.
Also, with regards to flu vaccines, their delivery has been delayed, hence for the
time being Oxshott Pharmacy have flu vaccines and the Surgery are directing
patients there until supplies arrive and clinics are in place. Please keep an eye on
the website for further updates, patients may also receive a text message re-flu
clinics once they are scheduled. Covid boosters will be available shortly and patients
will be notified in turn as for their first 2 vaccinations.
Please do join us in order to add your voice and receive interesting articles and
information.
Please send your name and contact details to Sarah Greenwood (sarahangreenwood@
btinternet.com)
Rest assured this information will remain confidential.
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A co-educational day school for boys
and girls aged 3 to 13 years
outstanding ISI inspection in 2020
55 acre campus - endless opportunities
For more information or to book a personalised tour of the school, please contact
Carolyn Ward, Registrar registrar@daneshill.surrey.sch.uk | 01372 849203
Leatherhead Road, Oxshott, Surrey, KT22 0JG | www.daneshillschool.co.uk
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AllSaints Coffee Shop
Supporting Young People in North Leatherhead
Located in the heart of North Leatherhead, AllSaints has been providing local young
people with the opportunity to gain valuable work and life skills for over six years.
Founded by Leatherhead Youth Project (LYP), AllSaints was set up to support
disadvantaged and NEET (not in employment, education or training) young people.
Over the years, the coffee shop has trained 20 young people, building up their
confidence, customer service skills and self-worth to raise their aspirations and
become valuable contributors to their local community.
Covid-19 brought a new set of challenges for the social enterprise and saw the
coffee shop close between March – September last year. Laura Dicken joined the
team in September as the new Coffee Shop Manager and successfully reopened
AllSaints, leading a team of five local young people through a number of different
formats from socially distanced tables seating groups of six to offering a takeaway
only service.
Talking about how the team has adapted to every change Laura says: “I’m so proud
of how our young trainees have risen to every challenge during the pandemic and
taken it all in their stride. This experience has brought the team closer together
and they’ve learnt so many new skills during this time, including resilience and
adaptability. What’s wonderful to see is their passion for AllSaints and how excited
they are to welcome our customers to their coffee shop.”
AllSaints is open Monday – Saturday from 8am to 3pm serving speciality coffee
roasted locally in Woking by Beanberry. Alongside providing the very best coffee,
customers can also enjoy handcrafted sandwiches and a selection of cakes expertly
baked by AllSaints team of young people including Rocky Road, Brownies, Caramel
Shortcake and the very popular Chocolate Caramel Tiffin.
The coffee shop’s key goal is to equip disadvantaged local young people with the
tools they need to succeed. The skills they learn at AllSaints go much wider than
hospitality, providing a firm platform for all types of employment and helping our
local young people to achieve their full potential.
The pandemic has hit the hospitality industry hard and as a social enterprise some of
the funding has been unavailable to AllSaints. The coffee shop is a Community Interest
Company and so does not qualify for funding available to registered charities and
also misses out on many opportunities that are available to commercial businesses.
AllSaints relies on support from individuals and local businesses who see the value in
what the coffee shop is providing to shape the future of local young people.
If you would like to contribute towards the valuable work of AllSaints, you can do so
via Paypal Giving by visiting the ‘Your Support’ section at www.allsaints.so/our-story
and following the link to donate to the coffee shop.
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Leatherhead
Motor Company
Formerly Leatherhead Welding & Auto Centre
• Independently Run • Est 1990 •

10%off

›› Loan cars and vans avaiLabLe
subject to status

››
››
››
››
››
››
››
››

MOT’s

servicing and repairs
brakes and exhausts
all makes of cars and vans
MoT TesTing including vans
up to 3.5 tonnes & motorcycles
Welding
diagnostics
batteries
aLL Makes of Tyres–
fitting, puncture repairs – including
motorcycles

›› nitrogen filled tyres
›› Wheel balancing, alignment
and replacement

›› on-Line Tyre prices beaTen

Tesco
and B&Q are
close by, so
you can shop
while you
wait!

›››

located in Brook Way directly
Leatherhead Motor Company is
n Road is easily accessed
off the Kingston Road. The Kingsto
from the M25 at Junction 9.

Open: Monday to Friday 8am - 6pm, Saturday 8am - 1pm

01372 363787
Email: lisa@lwac.co.uk or visit us at
www.leatherheadmotorcompany.com
Units 1 & 2 Brook Way,
Kingston Road, Leatherhead,
Surrey KT22 7NA
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Tesco

Leatherhead
Motor Company

B&Q

Waiting for Cataract Surgery?
As a service to the community, internationally renowned Centre for
Sight is pleased to offer affordable and efficient cataract surgery.
As a “One-Stop” process, those eligible will be seen, investigated and
have surgery performed by one of our well-known
consultant surgeons on the SAME DAY.

Call or email us to find out more.
Affordable and rapid cataract surgery in Oxshott

01342 306020
enquiries@centreforsight.com
www.centreforsight.com
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ALLIANCE MOBILE SECURITY

KEYHOLDERS FOR INTRUDER ALARMS

Keyholding & Alarm Response
Home Security Patrols
Bins Out / In
Post In Service
Roadside Security Patrols
Tradesmen Unlocks / Locks
Commercial Out Of Hours Patrols
Building Unlocks / Locks
Void Property Inspections
Sign & Response

STAINES

EGHAM

KINGSTON

SUNBURY
CHERTSEY
WEYBRIDGE

WALTON
ESHER
EPSOM

CAMBERLEY

BANSTEAD

WOKING
LEATHERHEAD

REDHILL
GUILDFORD

DORKING

REIGATE

Alliance Mobile Security Ltd

Hersham Place Technology Park
Molesey Road • Hersham • Walton-on-Thames • Surrey • KT12 4RZ

01932 229711 / 0344 69 33118

W www.alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk E info@alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk
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THE OXSHOTT AND COBHAM MUSIC SOCIETY FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS
The story of how the Oxshott and Cobham Music Society started is a fascinating
one. It began when the whole of Britain was at war and a group of friends in Surrey
were thinking of how they might brighten their lives in those very anxious times.
From such a world developed a music society which has risen to the present heights.
Today the society members are able to enjoy chamber music played by professional
musicians, many of them at the start of their careers, who have subsequently
achieved international fame in the world of classical music.
It was 1942 and bombs sometimes
were finding their mark on Surrey.
A group of Oxshott residents
were meeting and they wanted
to break the routine of being
under war conditions and felt
that they needed a new subject
for discussion. One of them
asked “Wouldn’t it be nice if we
had something different, some
music for example. Perhaps the
young lady over there could play
us some music?” That young
lady was a young resident, Mary
Johnston, aged 25, who had won
the 2nd Prize at the International
Piano Competition in Brussels
in 1938; Emil Gilels had won the
first prize. Mary offered to give a
free recital on her own piano in
her drawing room. As her career
moved forward, she took her
grandmother’s name and became
known as Moura Lympany. So
successful and exciting was
the occasion that another local
resident, Sir Adrian Boult, was contacted and he helped to formalize a new society:
The Oxshott and Cobham Music Society.
When a house called “Pine Trees”, on the top of the hill as one enters Oxshott,
was acquired by a Bertie Rimmer, another vital ingredient was added. His musical
interests, and those of his wife, immediately gave a spur to the Society, bringing
in artists from among their London friends. With the Baronial-style Hall and its
Minstrels’ Gallery, “Pine Trees” immediately offered an ideal venue for string
quartets and even operatic forays, with Mozart’s Idomeneo being performed there
on one occasion by their London musician friends.
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In time, the growing numbers attending concerts
meant that a new venue had to be found, and
eventually there was a move to Claremont Fancourt
school and its modern Grenfell Centre.
At this time the full Committee undertook decisions
about performers, and when a young Russian piano
teacher at the Menuhin School was suggested, most
of the Committee rejected him, one of them saying
“Never heard of him!” But another member thought
that if Menuhin had chosen him then he must be
good, so, after much discussion he was substituted.
That staff member was Nicolai Demidenko. A huge
publicity campaign followed with Members invited
to make up parties to attend. The Hall was filled
and Demidenko gave an exciting performance of
Schubert’s “Wanderer Fantasy.” It put the Society
on the map making an enormous impression!
In the thirty years since then, the
programmes have provided countless
musical stars: string quartets from the
Czech Republic, America, and Germany
etc; Cellists such as Steven Isserlis
and Sheku Kanneh-Mason. Violinists:
Nicola Benedetti, and Lisa Batiashvili;
Pianists, such as Steven Osborne and
Stephen Hough, Benjamin Grosvenor,
Simon Trpceski, Eric Lu and others. Every
season brings wonderful musicians
providing superb programmes. These are
sometimes preceded by a talk given by a
well known lecturer. In addition there are
opportunities to meet others socially, perhaps at a new members’ party and at an
annual dinner and at visits to other concerts or events such as the opera.
Between 1990 and 2006 membership rose from about 70 members to an exciting
180. However the effects of the massive downturn in the world-wide economy
affected the society and there was a decline in membership. We now seem to have
weathered that storm and in this our 80th season, we opened with a Mini-Festival
between September 18 and 25 at our current venue, the Holy Trinity Church in
Claygate.
Tickets were individually priced or a Festival Pass covering the three concerts was
available at £46. Full Membership of the society is only £85 and there is special value
this year - 8 concerts instead of the usual 6 and (just possibly) a 10th to be added if
Claygate has its Music Festival! Tremendous value, and a perfect year to join!
Details of all concerts are on the website:- www.ocms-music.org.uk.
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Looking for trusted,
local IT Support?
On-site and remote support for Home & Business.
Windows & Apple Mac computers, mobiles,
tablets, servers, networks, WiFi, clouds,
Office 365, security, backups, email,
domain issues and websites.

We do it all.
Pay-as-you-go and support contracts available.
Established in 2005, TipTop are your trusted local IT
Support company. We provide professional IT
services and support to homes, remote-workers
and businesses throughout Surrey and beyond.

01372 46 4321
hello@tiptop.co.uk
www.tiptop.co.uk
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Improving Sandy Lane - progress so far
by Hugh Tompkins

Following the distribution of a flyer to those living on Sandy Lane or a road (or estate)
leading off it, we received 128 responses from individual households. These showed
between of 95% and 98% support for each of the four proposals.
This demonstrated strong local support for the improvements and has provided
us with a variety of helpful views across the four priorities, many of which had
implications on how to successfully try to resolve some of the issues such as localised
flooding and how it contributes to the road surface breaking up.
A common theme amongst the responses was that the Sandy Lane has become
increasingly dangerous for its local residents - some expressed this very strongly.
Four priorities
Following a comprehensive review of the responses we further refined our proposals
and are proceeding with the following.
1. Repair/replace the tarmac surface as required.
2. Improve pedestrian access by extending and joining the existing footpath along
the length of the lane.
3. Reduce the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph, but without the need for street
lighting. Paint SLOW and speed limit signs on road surface
4. Address the issue of lane width and improve the Sandy Lane junction with the
A244.
What has happened already
We have received helpful support and guidance from David Lewis, our newly elected
Surrey County Councillor. He has walked the entire length of the lane on two
separate occasions and has seen the issues first hand.
On the second meeting we were accompanied by Nick Healey (Surrey Highways
Area Manager) who undertook a somewhat forensic look at the condition of the
road and what might be possible in the shorter term, and what might take rather
longer. For example, the impact of growing trees on the kerbs, tree roots under
the road itself. and the impact of localised flooding. He also looked at the verges
and existing “desire lines” (evidence of existing walking traffic). Some time was also
spent at the junction and it was very clear how just one car, waiting to turn right,
could quickly result in a long queue.
As a result of these meetings, together with a draft plan of action being submitted,
Surrey Highways has been addressing the flooding issue to the west of Reeds School,
which has become an increasing problem for the residents nearby and is dangerous
for oncoming traffic as drivers swerve around the bend to avoid the flooding.
They have agreed to repair any defects to Sandy Lane’s road surface that are serious
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and considered safety defects. However, it is important that as many local residents
as possible report these to ensure ongoing safety for all road users including cyclists
and walkers as well as car users. The Surrey reporting website address is www.
surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport
We have also received a further commitment that they will clear the overgrown
vegetation west of Sandringham Park, which will open up an informal footpath from
Milner Drive towards Reeds School.
A reduction in the speed limit to 30mph, the junction with Warren Lane (A244)
being widened and a formal footpath being built along the south side of the road
have now been recorded in the Elmbridge Local Committee’s prioritisation list.
Other recent improvements to the lane have included clearing the layby at the
Cobham end of the lane to enable some school buses to stop safely before dropping
off pupils, newly painted white lines, and a new footpath sign (next to Milner Drive)
with the original one being stripped of ivy and cleaned. Work has also been done
to alleviate the flooding at the top of Milner Drive. Whilst we might not be able
to take sole credit for all of these things, we are confident that together with the
improvements now recorded on the prioritisation list, Sandy Lane is now very much
on the radar of the Surrey Officers and Councillors.
Reeds School
We have received a letter
from Reeds School offering
“wholehearted support” for
improvements to the junction,
road condition and a reduction
in the speed limit. They will also
try to support, where they can,
a solution to the verges that run
across their three staff houses
on the bend close to the school
entrance. Their support should
add significant weight to our
proposals.
What is the next step?
We know we will have to prioritise
and be smart in our bid for
financial resources to enable us to
achieve our goals. We also know
that this will take time. Patience
and persistence will be key.
We are now looking forward
to making a submission at the
next Elmbridge Local Committee
meeting on 22nd November 2021.
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Our 63 Years in Oxshott
by Lorna and Roger Cooper

We have been receiving your wonderful, informative magazine at Oxshott – 19,
Princes Drive KT22 0UL – for many years.
Now we no longer need it, as we have moved to the seaside after 63 years in Oxshott.
How different the area was in 1958. The Crown Estate not fully developed and sites
available for a 99 year lease, at £42 per year. We were pleased to be offered to
purchase the freehold several years later.
In the village was the old-style garage, Cullens, the grocer, the marvellous greengrocer
and fishmonger and Nora Strudwick – the invaluable shop which sold “Ladybird”
children’s clothes among many very necessary items.
Roger was a Chartered Civil Engineer and I, a Qualified Teacher. We had met in
1944, while he was still at Cranleigh. I was a Student Teacher in Twickenham. After
working for Sir Roger McAlpine, Roger went to Weybridge for a firm of engineers
and worked on many interesting projects such as the Aswan Dam, the water tunnel
near Heathrow and various power stations. In 1965 he formed his own Company
designing and building factories and warehouses. In the meantime I taught at
Brooklands School in Cobham – all subjects, plus being in charge of the girls sports.
We held an Annual Sports Day at the Schiff home. At the same time we had four
children. In those days Au Pair girls were so invaluable. We joined Oxshott Village
Sports Club where I became Ladies tennis captain. I also taught Sunday School in the
Church.
We built a swimming pool in our garden in 1966 and Danes Hill boys were brought to
it for swimming lessons. It was also used for charities, when we had a marquee and
for various family celebrations.
Our three girls all went to Claremont School and Andrew to Danes Hill and on to
Wellington.
There are such outstanding memories of our very happy years in Oxshott –
the countless friends, many of whom are sadly gone from our lives – that is the
disadvantage of living until 94!
We couldn’t leave Oxshott without thanking FEDORA for the great work it does.
Best of luck for the future.
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Oxshott Trust Fund
(Owners and Managers of the Oxshott Village Centre)

The Annual General Meeting of the Oxshott Trust Fund
Will be held on
Monday 8th November at 7.45 pm
in The Oxshott Village Centre (Small Hall)
19 Holtwood Road, Oxshott, KT22 0QJ
All Oxshott Residence are warmly invited to attend
Notice of any matters you wish to discuss at the AGM should be sent to:
The Chair, Oxshott Trust Fund,
Email: geoffdot@ntlworld.com
By 1st November at the latest

Residential & Commercial Property Services








Building & refurbishment works
Decorating
Flooring
Kitchens & Bathrooms
Plumbing & Heating
Carpentry
Roofing & Guttering

THE GARAGE, LEATHERHEAD INSTITUTE, 67 HIGH STREET, LEATHERHEAD, KT22 8AH

 01372 372470

www.homefixlimited.co.uk
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 07811 972274

hello@homefixlimited.co.uk

Kenilworth Avenue Recreation Ground
by Lindy Wheeler

A group of residents local to the Waverley Road estate have embarked on ambitious
plans to revamp the recreation ground by Kenilworth Avenue, subject to funding
from Your Fund Surrey. This is a fund of £100 million to be spent over five years on
capital projects which benefit local communities within Surrey.
The aim is to make the space more usable for a wide section of Oxshott residents
and provide for:
•
a more accessible entrance
•
a perimeter all weather path with increased seating
•
an outdoor gym
•
some wooden fitness trail apparatus
•
a renewed young children’s play area
•
more play equipment for 8+ age group (including some netball and
basketball hoops)
•
better casual footballing facilities with different sized goals.   
There is support from Green Spaces Elmbridge (who own and run the ground) to go
ahead with this project but, sadly, no money! The ground has a low status so is not
able to have much spent on it. There are ongoing enquiries to improve the status,
but the community led revamp is still the best possible route.
This is a possible layout of the Recreation ground .
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Visible support from Oxshott residents is essential to the application for monies
from Your Fund Surrey so please go onto the following website to add your support.
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/voluntary-community-andfaith-sector/funding/community-projects-fund
Towards the foot of the page, there is a map. By zooming in The Little Heath
Recreation Ground project will become visible. Choose the green pointer in the
middle of the area and then scroll down and click on the box marked Agree with a
thumbs up.
Elmbridge requires a guarantee for maintenance of the Gym equipment over the
next ten years; this should be less than £1,000 a year. If anyone or a business is
willing to do this please contact FEDORA.
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Community Volunteers
by Lindy Wheeler

Many requests (either from FEDORA or individual residents) for small works to be
done in Oxshott by Surrey Highways are routinely ignored due to budget constraints.
There is a new initiative called Surrey Highway Community Volunteering which
enables volunteers to do this work themselves and thereby make the village look
smarter. Surrey Highways registers each volunteer who is then authorised to do
such work with hand tools under Surrey CC insurance cover.
You may have noticed that the small group of volunteers in Oxshott has been busy.
It has:
•
•
•
•

Removed ivy from several large trees on roadsides
Cut back much of the overgrowth on Fairoak Lane to enable safer walking
on the verge towards the coverts
Cleared the reflective chevron by the station bridge
Cut back some low overhanging branches on pavements.

The group has plans to tackle some more ivy-covered trees (only those that are most
heavily affected though to protect the insect population) and overgrown bramble
areas soon. A few before and after photos show you the effect of our efforts.

Before		

After
Charlwood Drive
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Before				

After

Goldrings Road
The group decides what projects to work on, meets every week or two for a couple of
hours and its members have the satisfaction of having made Oxshott more attractive
by the end of a session.
But we need more volunteers! If anyone would care to roll up their sleeves and join
in please contact maintenance@fedora.org.uk .
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remedial roofing
¥

provided or intended for people with roof issues and
deficiencies.

We specialise in:
ROOF
REPAIRS

NEW ROOFS

FLAT ROOFS

uPVC
WORKS

moss removal,
repointing & lead-work

slate & tiled roof
replacements

traditional felt &
GRP Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt &
guttering systems

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and
service providers. Recommended by previous customers,
vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback.
Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on
www.checkatrade.com

Average score

10/10

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:
01932 932736 | 07852 833802

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk

www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

Live feed video
roof inspections
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1,500 Oxshott homes

ONE Estate Agent

Boyce Thornton is the only
estate agent in Oxshott
For property experts that know Oxshott better than any
other estate agent in Surrey contact the team today

Sales

Lettings

Property
Property
Management
Management

01372 844200
oxshott@boycethornton.co.uk
www.boycethornton.co.uk

Boyce_Thornton_v6.indd 1

03/04/2019 17:48

