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Disclaimer: FEDORA, its officers and committee members make every effort to publish this 
magazine on time, to give correct information and advice in good faith, and to accommodate 
advertisers by including desired copy with accurate content. No responsibility or liability, however, 
can be taken for any inadvertent errors or omissions.

Chairman’s Comments
by David A. D. Cooke

Green Belt Consultation
Elmbridge has now published the results of its consultation into the release of 
Green Belt to provide for 9,480 houses to be built in the Borough between 2015 
and 2035 in their new draft Strategic Plan. There were some 3760 responses 
with the vast majority opposed to release of Green Belt land and believed this 
should be sacrosanct and that there were no exceptional circumstances under 
which it should be amended. There was also a belief that amendments now 
would lead to further amendments in the future. Release of Green Belt Land 
was also seen as an easy option for developers. Many believed Green Belt 
land provided valuable recreation space and the areas under consideration to 
be strongly performing against at least one of the specified purposes and that 
the classification of the areas as weakly performing was flawed.

The government has now decided to amend the methodology for calculating 
housing needs, and it may go up or down. In the meantime Elmbridge has 
delayed the next draft version of its Strategic Plan.

Developments in the Neighbourhood
There is at the moment a great deal happening in the surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

The plan for 2,100 homes on the Wisley airfield site was turned down by 
Guildford Borough Council but has been appealed by the developer. There 
is to be a public enquiry in the Yvonne Arnaud theatre from 19 September for 
an estimated 20 days. Were the development to be allowed to go ahead it 
would be another loss of countryside and more stress on local trains, roads 
and other facilities.

Also due this summer is a decision on which option is selected for 
improvements to the M25 Junction 10 interchange with the A3. Whichever 
option is chosen the plan is for Wisley Lane and the road nearly opposite to 
be closed off from the A3 but access to the A3 provided by two slip roads to 
the Ripley roundabout.

On the Wisley side of the A3 this would involve taking about 10,000 square 
metres of land from the Royal Horticultural Society Gardens, involving the 
loss of trees including a redwood and another tree planted by the Queen. 
RHS Wisley have organised a petition of over 100,000 signatures against 
taking their land so the decision may be delayed.

Whichever plan is chosen a significant loss of trees and countryside is 
inevitable.
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New Train Operator
The franchise was transferred on 20 August to South Western Railway. 
Stephen Spark attended the official handover at Waterloo on 4 September 
and has kindly written an article for us which is included later in the magazine. 
The trains are to have a new livery and ‘Aventra’ trains which will have 5 or 
10 carriages. With the completion of the lengthening of platforms at Waterloo 
station it might be expected that 10 coach trains would soon appear but they 
are not expected to reach Oxshott before 2020.

Roads and Parking
Traffic on the A244 is as bad or worse than ever, which is particularly trying for 
residents who live along the road, but also for those wishing to travel through 
Oxshott. A pollution test there has showed higher than allowable levels. 

It would also be helpful if planned restrictions on the M25 could be advised to 
residents in advance.

FEDORA has long championed the building of an Oxshott / Malden Rushett 
bypass but this has however been opposed by Claygate.

There have been complaints about the new parking regime in Goldrings and 
Holtwood Roads. Whereas parking used to be prohibited along the entire 
length of the road it is now allowed in some stretches close to driveway exits 
with the result that poor sightlines risk collisions. Parking is only reviewed 
every three years by Surrey County Council (SCC) but FEDORA has 
requested changes in due course. In the meantime SCC advise residents to 
contact the police if obstruction is sufficiently bad.

School related parking in Broom Hall and Silverdale Avenue also causes 
significant problems at certain times of the day.

Magazine Delivery
Volunteers are urgently required to help deliver the twice yearly FEDORA 
Magazine, especially in the Sandy Lane area. If you can help please email 
me on chairman@fedora.org.uk. Thank you.

Farewell
Many may know Rita Clarke, for many years FEDORA’s membership 
secretary, and also previously magazine advertising organiser. Increasing 
family commitments have recently caused her to retire. Not that she is 
completely severing her FEDORA connection as she will still be organizing 
magazine deliveries and we hope to see her at some of our meetings. I am 
sure you would all want to join me in thanking Rita for her contribution to 
FEDORA and wishing her well into the future.

Please could I therefore ask all residents wishing to subscribe to FEDORA 
to send their contributions now to Carmen Robinson, as detailed on the 
membership page near the back of the magazine. Thank you.
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Move 
Faster.  
Sell with Knight Frank.  
Our understanding of the ever-changing market enables us to price your 
property accurately.  You can rely on Knight Frank to get you moving. 

Find out more, visit KnightFrank.co.uk/cobham 

Knight Frank Cobham 
50 High Street, Cobham 
Surrey  KT11 3EF 
T 44 1932 964156 

cobham@knightfrank.com 
KnightFrank.co.uk/cobham 

 
 
  

@knightfrank@knightfrank
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CALL 01342 306020 or VISIT www.centreforsight.com 

Lens Replacement  |  Implantable Contact Lens  |  Laser Eye Surgery

Ever wonder what it would be like to have great vision without optical aids?   
CENTRE FOR SIGHT may well be able to help you achieve that through Laser eye 

surgery or lens implants. Find out more or  
Book a Consultation at CENTRE FOR SIGHT.

freedom to do what you love to dolove
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The New Colour of Oxshott’s Trains
by Stephen Spark

The London & South Western Railway painted theirs in salmon pink and 
chocolate. Olive green, smartly lined out in chrome yellow, was the Southern 
Railway’s choice in the Twenties, while in the 1950s British Railways opted 
for mid-green. A decade or so later British Rail entered its blue phase, then 
added some off-white to the mix, before ending the nationalised era in a 
colourful splash of blue, red and white. Since February 1996 we’ve become 
used to our trains being painted the pillar box red of South West Trains. But 
now the décor is changing. 

On 20 August, South Western Railway (SWR) – a consortium of First Group 
and China’s MTR – took over the franchise for operating services into London 
Waterloo. The handover came in the middle of a massive upgrade programme 
at the terminus, so the company waited a couple of weeks before unveiling its 
new corporate identity. Accessorised with a blue logo, the trains are largely 
white, with black ends relieved by diagonal slate-grey stripes – a sort of pin-
stripe suit for trains. It’s a ‘Marmite’ colour scheme, with some observers 
praising the branding as smart and businesslike and others denouncing it as 
dull and uninspired.

If SWR managers thought a fortnight was time enough for Network Rail to get 
its infrastructure in order, it had an embarrassing reality check at the media 
launch on 4 September. Senior managers, camera crews and transport 
minister Chris Grayling (who uses SWR from Epsom) waited under the great 
curving roof of the disused Eurostar terminal as the appointed time came and 
went. Eventually, the newly branded unit crept in 14 minutes late, held up by 
broken down trains, points and signals. 

It was an inauspicious start for a franchise based on bold claims. First/MTR 
says that over the next seven years it will invest £1.2 billion, introduce 90 new 
‘Aventra’ trains with wi-fi, toilets and ‘infotainment’ on board, rebuild stations 
at Wimbledon and Southampton, and provide quicker and more frequent 
services, offering 30% more seats in the peak hours.

I spoke to Owen Hazell, First Group’s mobilisation director, who was 
responsible for that winning bid. How can SWR promise extra services when 
we are told there is no more space left on the lines into Waterloo, I asked. 
Hazell explained that the extra trains will run mainly on Saturdays, while some 
lines will also see better services on Sundays. 

On its own, that doesn’t seem to offer much relief for overcrowded weekday 
peak-hour services. Commuters know how difficult it is to get on and off 
crowded trains at intermediate stations. Our present class 455 trains were 
designed when far fewer people were using the railways, so two double 
doors per carriage side were adequate. But these days, a solid wedge of 
passengers forms by the doors and faces an equal solid mass of people 
standing on the platform. As a result, trains spend longer at stations, delaying 
the ones behind and soon the whole system grinds to a halt. 
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So will the new trains have more exits? No, said Hazell, but they will have 
wider doors, full-width corridors between the coaches and better acceleration. 
As they will each have an extra carriage, there should be a better chance of 
finding a seat. But we’ll have to wait for them: back in May, First Group told 
me the new trains won’t reach Oxshott until 2020.

There are no significant changes to the timetable, but from December 2018 
there will be three evening weekday services running fast from Waterloo to 
Surbiton compared with one at the moment. According to the First Group 
spokesperson, these will be formed of 12 coaches – which will be interesting 
to see, as our newly extended platforms can only take 10 coaches! There 
will also be an extra service to London in the morning calling at Wimbledon, 
Clapham Junction and Vauxhall.

SWR hopes to open two new stations in Surrey: at Park Barn, on the Aldershot 
line west of Guildford, and Merrow, between Clandon and London Road. The 
latter has been talked about ever since the Oxshott line opened in 1885, but 
it has been blocked for years by our ‘rail-blind’ county council. First Group 
has no experience of dealing with Surrey CC, and in time it may realise its 
optimism about adding new stations was misplaced.

SWR has rolled out a new app for passengers, with Nectar points if you book 
online. Just as importantly, there’s a dedicated app for its staff. This will help 
to update staff during service disruptions, Hazell said. And indeed, there’s 
nothing more frustrating than being unable to find out what has happened to 
your train and then realising that, through no fault of their own, the staff are 
clueless too. 

Hazell was quite cautious in his answers, stressing that “it’s still early days” in 
the franchise. He’s wise to be reticent, as the Waterloo disruption is hardly the 
last challenge SWR will have to face. Unions are threatening industrial action 
over guards on trains, the Mayor wants to take over London’s commuter 
services, and Crossrail 2 may fundamentally change the railway map – if the 
hugely expensive project ever goes ahead. 

The long view, from LSWR to SWR

South Western Railway is only the fifth operator of trains at Oxshott in 132 
years. The first was the London & South Western Railway, which built the 
line, mainly to keep rival companies out of its territory. Trains were infrequent 
and slow, and the line could hardly have been profitable as it served only a 
handful of scattered villages. Goods traffic – chiefly coal, bricks, timber and 
agricultural produce – were handled in the small goods yard, which made 
way many years ago for the car park. However, Oxshott’s solidly built station 
continues to serve us well. 

In 1923 the privately owned railway companies were amalgamated, in what 
was known as the Grouping. The Southern Railway took over the LSWR’s 
network and developed it under dynamic general manager Sir Herbert Walker 
(look for his bronze cameo at Waterloo). Walker drove forward a big change 
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for Oxshott by electrifying the line through to Guildford in July 1925. Faster, 
cleaner, more comfortable electric trains running every 20 minutes made 
daily commuting practical – who wouldn’t want to swap the smoky city streets 
for the fresh air of the Surrey pinewoods?

Electrification stimulated development, and within 10 years the boards of 
builders and estate agents – some of them still with us today – were going 
up in fields and along lanes in Oxshott, Stoke D’Abernon and Cobham. The 
Crown Estate began to develop its huge landholdings too. Fortunately for 
present-day residents, it moved very slowly. Had it been quicker off the mark, 
an unbroken swathe of suburban housing would have merged Oxshott with 
Leatherhead and Stoke D’Abernon. The outbreak of war in September 1939 
put a brake on those plans; afterwards, the imposition of Green Belt controls 
to prevent urban sprawl stopped the wholesale destruction of our countryside.

In 1947 the railways were nationalised, and Oxshott came under the Southern 
Region of British Railways, later known as British Rail. The ravages of war 
took years to repair, but in the early Fifties the old trains were replaced by 4 
EPB units – older readers may remember their slam doors, wood-laminate 
interiors, bare lightbulbs and tunka-tunka-tunk sound of the air compressor. In 
the 70s they were replaced by newer 4 VEP stock, which still had slam doors 
but included the luxury of toilets and first class compartments. That caused a 
great controversy, with local MP Carol Mather asking questions in the House 
about it and the Evening News memorably headlining an article “MP hits 
out at misery on ‘snob’ line”! Finally, in 1983/4 class 455 trains arrived, with 
sliding doors but no toilets or first class. By the time they depart from Oxshott 
some will be nearly 40 years old.

In the 1980s, Southern Region became part of a sector called Network 
SouthEast, which stretched from Exeter and King’s Lynn to Dover. Under 
director Chris Green, it proved highly successful and many regretted its 
passing when the railways were privatised.

And so on 4 February 1996 the baton passed to South West Trains, a division 
of Scottish bus company Stagecoach. Its franchise started disastrously, with 
too few drivers to operate the trains, resulting in chronic unreliability and 
poor relations with passengers and staff. Gradually, it redeemed itself and 
proved to be one of the better operators, outlasting most of its rivals. SWT’s 
management was hugely disappointed to lose out to First/MTR, especially as 
it had promised many of the same improvements. Perhaps the Department 
for Transport just thought it was time for a change.

We may not be sure what the next seven years will bring for our railway, but 
one thing is certain: if South Western Railway doesn’t live up to expectations 
its passengers won’t be slow in letting the company know! 
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South Western Railway launch - arrival of train in new livery, Waterloo, 4 Sep 2017 © 
Stephen Spark

Artist’s impression of South Western Railway Aventra unit presented to Chris Grayling MP, 
Waterloo, 4 Sep 2017 © Stephen Spark
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South Western Railway launch - transport 
minister Chris Grayling, Waterloo © Stephen 

Spark

South Western Railway launch - transport 
minister Chris Grayling left & SWR MD Andy 

Mellors right © Stephen Spark

OXSHOTT VILLAGE CENTRE 
The Annual General Meeting of the 

Oxshott Village Trust Fund  
will be held on

Monday 13th November at 7.45 pm.  

All Oxshott Residents are invited to attend and participate in this meeting.
Notice of any matter you wish to be

discussed at the A.G.M should
be sent in writing to:

The Chairman,
Oxshott Trust Fund,

The Gatehouse, Queens Drive
Oxshott KT22 0PB
by 6th November 

at the latest.
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Beejays Post Office & Off-License 
      

 
Tel 01372-844034 Euro Currency, Money Gram,  

Cash Withdrawals Available Please Call For More Information. 
 

High Quality Wines, Champagne, 
Spirits & Beers. 
Full Sale & Return Available on Stocked 
Items For Parties (off-licence & soft 
drinks only). 
Mobile Phone Top-Ups & Sim Cards  
Newspapers Home Delivery Service 
Magazines 
Stationary 
Greeting Cards 
National Lottery 
General Groceries 
Freshly Baked Bread 
Sweets, Crisps & Snacks 
Hot Pies & Hot Drinks 

Chilled & Frozen Foods  
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables 
Soft Drinks  
DVD Rentals & To Buy 
Children’s Books, Educational Books 
Toys 
Medicines 
Household 
Toiletries 
Baby Toiletries 
Pet Food 
Winter Fuels 
BBQ Supplies 
Free Local Home Delivery 
Other Products Available To Order 

 

New Party Range Available 
 

50 High Street Oxshott Surrey KT22 0JP 
Tel 01372-842001 
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A SPARKLING SUMMER AT OVSC!
by Sarah Murphy

Oxshott Village Sports Club are celebrating a sparkling summer of success 
in 2017.     Not only are they delighted to have welcomed two new sponsors 
to the Club - Downs Law, who become a Principal Club Sponsor and 
Wellden Turnbull, Cobham-based Chartered Accountants, who join as a Club 
Supporter, but also great success for their various sports teams.

Henry Thorpe, Captain of the 1st XI Maori-Oxshott cricket team, led his team 
to victory in Division 5 of the Travelbag County Championship which means 
they secure promotion in 2018.    Personal success as well for Henry, who 
deservedly won the Young Surrey Coach of the Year Award at the Surrey 
Coach Awards held at the Kia Oval in August.  Tony Murphy, Captain of the 
2nd XI, also secured success for our second team along with his team of 
youngsters to ensure they avoided relegation.   Maybe promotion will come 
next year too!

Congratulations!
Daniel Hurst, one of OVSC’s 12&U 
Performance Tennis Players, receiving 
his prize at the National Tennis Centre in 
Roehampton recently, after winning the 
Surrey Cup for his age group.   He won the 
final, also played at the NTC in convincing 
style.  Daniel has been an integral figure in 
the 12&U Boys team who also won their age 
group in the Aegon Tennis Summer league 
this year.
The 8&U A Mixed (unbeaten for 2 years),  
8&U B Mixed,  and 9&U Mixed also all won 
their leagues with the 10&U Mixed being 
runners up.
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Daniel is in good company playing at Oxshott - 
we even had a visit from Andy Murray during the 
summer when he came to practise on the wall, had 
a hit on one of the courts and even posed for some 
photographs.  Seen here with OVSC Tennis Coach 
Michael Dolman.

Looking Ahead - As the nights draw in and our 
Autumn programmes start afresh, the running club, 
which meets on Tuesday mornings at 9am, have 
their first run on the 19th.   All comers welcome!  
Netball has also started with training on Monday 
evenings and also “Back to Netball” sessions for 
any ladies who would like to start playing again.  
New coaching sessions for all levels of tennis 
from juniors to seniors and beginners to more 

competitive are also running alongside the Club’s normal tennis programme.    
Full information from www.oxshott-tennis-coaching.com



Page 15



Why use
?

We are a true family business, employing local people, most with 10 
or more years of service. A 5 Star customer service and a 25 year trading 
history in Surrey makes us a business built on reputation.

C A R P E T S  -  H A R D  F L O O R I N G  -  V I N Y L S  -  K A R N D E A N  -  A M T I C O  -  C U R T A I N S  &  B L I N D S  -  R U G S   

40 The Street, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2AH       www.milners.com  Tel: 01372 271 871

Lifetime Fitting Guarantee 
Enabled by our friendly fi tters with 
a minimum 10 years experience.

Interior Design Service 
Our team of stylists ensure we’re on 
trend with up to date products, catering 
for a broad spectrum of tastes.

Price Promise 
Find the same like for like estimate 
cheaper and we guarantee to beat it.

Surrey’s Only AmticoOne Showroom
Superb 6000sq ft showroom offering a 
vast selection of all types of fl ooring, rugs 
and soft furnishing. 

We’ve Got It Covered
White gloves in house service 
offering uplifting, disposal of old fl ooring, 
furniture moving, door cutting and 
fl oorboard repairs. 

Free Parking, Free Sample Lending, 
Free Estimating & Advice.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
AT YOUR SERVICE FOR OVER 20 YEARS

milnersinashtead

MilnersAshtead
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Join the Oxshott Village Day Team!
from Carmen Robinson

After 10 years, Oxshott Village Day has become the major annual village event in 
Oxshott.  With up to 5,500 visitors each year, we have had many happy families 
enjoying a spring day out with fun and good food for everyone.  The Village Day 
has also contributed its excess funds totalling over £23,000 to local charities.  
This year, for example, we donated £6000 to Princess Alice Hospice, in addition 
to £500 to Oxshott Village Sports Club to thank them for the use of their grounds.  

None of this would have been possible without a dedicated and enthusiastic 
team of volunteers.  Together we all work hard each spring to make the event a 
success, and at the same time our organising meetings frequently become fun 
social events in our homes.  

However, people’s lives change and they need to move on.  We are very sorry 
indeed to see some of our friends leave the team after all their support for the 
Village Day over many years; in order to replace them we are now looking for 
new volunteers to join the team.  Why don’t you consider joining the fun and 
making a worthwhile contribution to the village?

We need help running several key roles; 

•	 Organising the entrance team 
•	 Organising and running the raffle 
•	 Public relations – working with local newspapers and media
•	 Social media – Facebook, Twitter etc.
•	 Putting up and taking down banners and signs advertising the event.
•	 In addition we need support on the day, with the running of the event.  

Next year the Village Day will be held on Monday 7th May, and we hope to have 
great weather and a fantastic turnout of visitors so that once again we can make 
a worthwhile donation to our selected charity.

We usually start the year with our first planning meeting in mid-January and 
gradually become busier as the big day approaches.  While each team member 
has their own area of responsibility, all of the team contributes during our meetings 
with ideas, creativity and advice.  Whatever you think you can contribute we 
would love to hear from you.

Come and join the team!  We have a lot of fun, we have the satisfaction of creating 
a fantastic event for Oxshott village to enjoy and supporting local charities with 
our excess funds.  

If you are interested in learning more, please contact Carmen on telephone 
07961 426 470, or 01372 842 128, or email carmen@oxshottvillageday.com.  
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Local man awarded the Albert Medal in World War 1
by Mike Crute

Lieutenant John Neale RNVR, was 
awarded the Albert Medal for gallantry 
in 1918. He lived with his wife Mary at 
Vintilla, in Sheath Lane, believed to be 
the third house on the left when walking 
from Steels Lane and was a Vice 
President of the Oxshott Men’s Club.

He was commissioned Lieutenant in 
the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve in 
July 1915 and was soon transferred to 
the Ministry of Munitions Experimental 
Station at Claremont Park, Esher, the 
home of H.R.H. the Dowager Duchess 
of Albany, (Claremont House is now 
Claremont Fan Court School), where 
he later became Commanding Officer. 
As his work was the responsibility of the 

Ministry of Munitions, the recommendation for the award of his Albert Medal 
was made to the King by the Minister of Munitions, the Rt. Hon. Winston 
Churchill, M.P., and Lieutenant Neale was presented with his Albert Medal by 
H.M. King George V at Buckingham Palace on 6 April 1918.

Details of the award are as follows.

From The London Gazette 25 January 1918 (Whitehall, January 23, 1918)

The KING has been pleased to award the Decoration of the Albert Medal to 
Lieutenant John Neale, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, in recognition of his 
gallantry in saving life at Esher in August, 1916. The circumstances are as 
follows: —

“On the 25th August, 1916, Lieutenant Neale RNVR was conducting certain 
experiments which involved the projection from a Stokes Mortar of a tube 
containing flare-powder. An accident occurred rendering imminent the 
explosion of the tube before leaving the mortar, which would almost certainly 
have resulted in the bursting of the mortar with loss of life to bystanders. 
Lieutenant Neale, in order to safeguard the lives of the working party, at once 
attempted to lift the tube from the mortar. It exploded while he was doing so 
with the result that he was severely injured, but owing to the fact that he had 
partly withdrawn the tube from the mortar no injury was caused to others”

He was aged 50 when the incident happened and some years after the war 
he moved, with his wife to Molesey, but there seems to be no record of any 
family.
 
During his service he was promoted to Commander, Royal Marine Engineers 
and had a recommendation made for promotion to Captain, but it was rejected, 
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probably as by then he was being invalided out of the service (January 1918).  

By coincidence whilst researching this item, the medal (shown), which was 
in very good condition, came up for auction in March 2017 and was sold for 
£6,000.

The Albert Medal, 2nd Class, for Gallantry in Saving Life on Land, is bronze 
and enamelled. On the reverse it is officially engraved ‘Presented by His 
Majesty to Lieutenant John Neale, R.N.V.R., for Gallantry in saving life at 
Claremont Park, Esher, on the 25th. August 1916.’

It had been part of a collection of 44 Albert Medals and a large collection of 
Distinguished Conduct Medals held by a collector in Illinois, USA, until his 
death in April 2016.

David Cooke Associates
Computer Consultancy 

Database and Website 
Development – VB, HTML, ASP, 

SQL, Access, Excel 

Photography – Conversion of 
movies and stills to digital format 

on DVD/CD 

PCs and Networks – Installation, 
Setup and Troubleshooting 

Email: davidadcooke@btinternet.com

Tel/Fax: 01372 842873 

N.J. Ricks
Interior and Exterior 

Painting & Decorating
Working Locally since 1986

References Available

01372 843220
07889 844459

ricks@pineknott.fsnet.co.uk
15, Littleheath Lane, Cobham, KT11 2QG
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From Our New Vicar
Rev Frances Trickey

I am grateful to the FEDORA Management Committee for this invitation to introduce 
myself and tell you a little about what we are up to at St Andrew’s church.

Licensed by the Bishop of Guildford on 25th April this year, I can now claim to 
have lived and worked in Oxshott for six whole months.  This time has inevitably 
involved settling in physically both to our lovely Vicarage on Steels Lane but also 
to the beautiful part of Surrey in which we all live.   My husband is a keen runner 
and he has pored over local maps to plan routes along local bye-ways and paths.   
Over time, he is introducing me to them, which we both really enjoy. I love it that it 
is possible to walk so far across the local commons. 

I have also spent the past months meeting people of all ages and in all conditions, 
from Oxshott Rainbows building campfires to elderly residents of both Sunrise 
Nursing Home and Gunters Mead. Oxshott Village Day back in May was a bit of a 
baptism of fire as children and parents were encouraged to play a game of ‘Hunt 
the Vicar’.  Small prizes were awarded to any of them brave enough to say ‘Hello’! 
The local schools have all also made me very welcome and I am soon to take 
Harvest services for them.   

Having had our holiday in early summer I was here throughout the school summer 
holidays and this time, with less activity and more opportunity to spend time with 
people, has really helped me to have a sense of belonging here in Oxshott.  Jolyon, 
my husband, and I have enjoyed hosting some of our neighbours as well as some 
of you with long-standing connections with St Andrew’s church in our garden in the 
light, warm summer evenings; something that we really enjoy and will continue to 
do.

The church family at St Andrew’s has made me very welcome and I feel as if I 
belong here, which is a precious thing.  People have asked me what I am going 
to do, now that I am here.  My answer is that I approach moving to a new church 
in the same way as a wise gardener approaches a newly-acquired garden.  My 
grandfather taught me to watch and see what a new garden produced for the first 
year if at all possible, rather than rushing in and moving things.   However, where 
necessary, one needs to be brave and make changes immediately.  For example, 
if a tree is dangerous or if there are invasive weeds.  It is similar in a church, the 
body of Christ: one needs to watch and wait but also be brave enough to deal with 
things that are unhelpful, or which have outgrown their usefulness.  Obviously, this 
is a difficult balance to achieve. However, it is what I am aiming to do, guided by 
God’s Holy Spirit.   

One of the areas where I am watching, listening and praying carefully concerns 
the necessary building work and outline plans at St Andrew’s to make them fit for 
purpose for all of our users.  I want to take this opportunity to thank local residents 
for their support in this.  Without the community’s help and goodwill we would be 
much poorer. I also want to ask that those of you who pray might pray for wisdom 
and guidance not only for me but the group working with me on this. Pray that we 
might be lead in the right direction and spend money wisely, not just for the sake of 
things that are currently happening at St Andrew’s - your Church but for the sake of 
future opportunities in our village which we can only begin to imagine.

Next time you see me in the local area do stop and say hello: I would love to meet 
you.



COBHAM FAMILY LAW
We give straightforward and honest advice when you need it most

WHEN IT’S TIME TO
CALL IT A DAY...

...call us
your local expert family lawyers

SOLICITORS & NOTARIES

www.downslaw.co.uk

15A HIGH STREET, COBHAM, SURREY KT11 3DH

FLORIS SHOEBRIDGE
Solicitor

T: 01932 588560
E: f.shoebridge@downslaw.co.uk

VALERIE COOPER
Consultant Solicitor
T: 01932 588556

E: v.cooper@downslaw.co.uk
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T: 01932 588574
E: v.walker@downslaw.co.uk
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From Our Local Elmbridge Councillor Andrew Burley
07503830954

aburley@elmbridge.gov.uk

What a difference 6 months makes.

In the spring of this year, residents found themselves faced with the prospect of 
housebuilding on our precious Greenbelt.

More specifically, Elmbridge Borough Council consulted on a number of ‘strategic 
options’ as part of the creation of a new ‘Local Plan’, the strategy addressing the 
key development needs in Elmbridge, including social and affordable housing, 
to the year 2035. As part of the Local Plan process, Authorities can revise Green 
Belt boundaries, so paving the way for the development of housing.

The public response to the consultation was nothing short of spectacular. The 
Council received close to 4000 responses containing around 50,000 comments 
following a 10 week consultation period. 

It will come as no surprise that the vast majority of responses opposed the use 
of Green Belt to meet housing need. A large number of comments disagreed 
with the analysis of our Greenbelt and its relative performance against the 
defining criteria.

Many residents pointed to urban (or brownfield) sites which could be more 
densely developed, a theme unpopular with residents from those urban areas. 
Concerns were also raised about the burden of additional housing on our 
infrastructure such as roads, schools, healthcare and public transport.

The simple truth is the UK needs more housing but it is critical that we strike a 
balance between delivering housing and protecting the character of the areas 
in which we live, be that Green Belt or otherwise.

During the consultation period, the Government produced a Housing White 
Paper - ‘Fixing our Broken Housing Market’. Whilst maintaining its position 
that local Authorities must work to achieve their assessed housing need, the 
Government suggested that a standardised method of assessing housing need 
is required. A revised methodology is unlikely to see the light of day before 2018 
and so for the time being, the new local plan for Elmbridge is on hold.

In the meantime, thank you for your energy and the time taken in responding 
to the consultation. The Localism Act empowers local communities. This is an 
example of communities working to good effect. 

Traffic congestion on the A244 is a recurrent concern for local residents. We are 
fortunate to live where we do but also plagued by our location. The use of the 
Leatherhead Road and Copsem Lane as a relief road for Junctions 9 and 10 of 
the M25 is a frustration for many. This congestion also contributes to pollution at 
alarming levels. The responsibility for our roads rests with the County Council. 
FEDORA has lobbied Surrey on road improvement and congestion relief and I 
would encourage residents to contact the new Cabinet Member for Environment 
and Transport at Surrey County Council with your own concerns and ideas. 
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Some days we remember fondly. Others less so.

On 3 June a new contractor, Amey, began emptying the bins in Elmbridge. They 
didn’t exactly hit the ground running. Despite 3 years of preparation (or so Amey 
tell me) many residents were left with overflowing bins for weeks on end. For 
this, I am truly sorry.

Why change you may reasonably ask – the previous service was all but faultless.

Elmbridge’s waste services were combined with three other local councils in 
Surrey to form ‘Joint Waste Solutions’. The benefit being cost savings in the 
region of £2.5 million. Cold comfort when you have maggots in your bins and 
uncollected Garden waste (which you pay extra for.)

The response from the company and the elected members responsible was 
tepid at best. In principle, the idea was a good one but execution has been 
appalling.  The saving grace was the professionalism and responsiveness 
of the Joint Waste Solutions team. For those residents that were assisted by 
Councillors directly, it is this team that sorted the ‘mess’ out.

Reports suggest that 99.3% of bins are now being emptied on time against a 
KPI of 99.9%. I won’t bore you with why I believe a KPI relying on residents 
making a report is a nonsense but in any event, there is still work to do. Please 
do report missed bins through the links on the Elmbridge website or by calling 
01372 474474. Myself and my colleagues will gladly assist you if needed.

 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

                         Property Maintenance and Refurbishment 
 

 Building & refurbishment works 
 Decorating 
 Doors – supply & fit 
 Kitchens & Bathrooms 
 Loft boarding & ladders 
 Plumbing & guttering work 

  
         THE gARAgE, LEATHERHEAD InSTITUTE, 67 HIgH STREET, LEATHERHEAD, KT22 8AH 

 
 

 
            01372 372470           07811 972274 
                           www.homefixdiy.co.uk                           info@homefixdiy.co.uk  
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NEED AN OVERVIEW
OF THE PROPERTY MARKET?

Call us today for a market appraisal
and we will give you a 
detailed insight.

Cobham 01932 868 448    
Oxshott 01372 844 200    
Claygate 01372 470 123
www.boycethornton.co.uk

Whilst many things have changed 
since 1990, our in-depth local 

knowledge ensures we can offer 
expert property advice in your area 

whether buying, selling or letting.

Celebrating 25
years in business

A4 Advert version.indd   1 19/05/2015   18:59
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Louise Trinder  
M.Inst.Ch.P.

Registered Chiropodist

Greystones,
16 Heath Ridge Green,
Cobham,
Surrey  KT11 2QJ		    Tel/Fax: 01372 842809

Oxshott Medical Practice
Patient Participation Group Update

by Elizabeth Chovil (Chairman)

We are very pleased that our new Committee for 2017/18 is firmly in place and we 
are busy arranging events for the coming year.

Meet & Greet Sessions on 7th – 9th November.  We are planning Meet & Greet 
sessions at the surgery when we hope to interest some new members for the PPG 
which is now over 700 members strong.  The PPG does appreciate all your comments 
and aims to make life better for patients and staff at the practice.

Flu season is fast approaching and the Practice hopes to start immunisation 
programmes from mid/late September.  

NHS England Shingles ‘catch up’ programme is also available at the surgery for 
those patients who are eligible.  The programme this year is:  “if you are 70 years old 
or anyone who is in their 70’s and was born after 1st September 1942 is eligible.  Also 
included are those of you who are 78, plus anyone aged 79 who has missed out on 
the vaccination.  The vaccination is not available for those aged 80 years and over”.

Also, the Pneumonia vaccine is available to babies, patients over 65 and patients 
with long standing health conditions.

We very much hope to see you at one of our events very soon.
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Units 1 & 2 Brook Way, 
Kingston Road, Leatherhead,  
Surrey KT22 7NA

Open: Monday to Friday 8am - 6pm, Saturday 8am - 1pm

01372 363787
Email: lisa@lwac.co.uk or visit us at 
www.leatherheadmotorcompany.com

Formerly Leatherhead Welding & Auto Centre  
• Independently Run • Est 1990 •

Leatherhead 
Motor Company

B&Q
Tesco

› › ›  

10%off

MOT’s

Tesco  
and B&Q are 
close by, so 

you can shop 
while you 

wait!

Leatherhead Motor Company is located in Brook Way directly 

off the Kingston Road. The Kingston Road is easily accessed 

from the M25 at Junction 9.

› ›     Loan cars and vans avaiLabLe  
subject to status

› ›   servicing and repairs

› ›   brakes and exhausts

› ›     all makes of cars and vans

› ›     MoT TesTing including vans  
up to 3.5 tonnes & motorcycles

› ›   Welding

› ›   diagnostics

› ›   batteries

› ›     aLL Makes of Tyres –   
fitting, puncture repairs – including 
motorcycles

› ›    nitrogen filled tyres 

› ›     Wheel balancing, alignment  
and replacement

› ›   on-Line Tyre prices beaTen

Leatherhead 
Motor Company

Credit

CrunChing

tyre priCes

Leatherhead Motors A5 advert.ind1   1 29/5/09   11:16:33
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01372 276 219  • info@bumblesonline.co.uk  • www.bumblesonline.co.uk  • 90 The Street, Ashtead KT21 1AW

bumblesashteadbumblesashtead

For a special occasion or 
a special person, come in 
and browse our bespoke, 
hand picked collection 
of beautiful gifts. BUMBLES

You’re my
cup of tea!

01372 277 713   •   info@liquidgoldonline.com   •   www.liquidgoldonline.com  
88 The Street, Ashtead KT21 1AW 

liquidgoldwhiskyco  LGWhiskyCo

We have a stunning array of the fi nest whiskies from around the world, 
accompanied by a delectable selection of gins and other sensational spirits to pique your interest.

“The pr� �  drinking of Scotch whisky is m� e than indulgence: it is a toast 
to civilizati� , a � ibute to the c� tinuity of cult� e, a manifesto of man’s 

det� minati�  to use the res� rces of nat� e to re� esh mind and body and 
enj�  to the full the senses with which he has been end� ed.” 

David Daiches  HISTORIAN & LITERARY CRITIC

JOIN OUR  JOURNEY…MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE NOW
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 a co-educational day school for boys 
and girls aged 3 to 13. 

Please contact Carolyn Ward, school registrar 
for more information 

registrar@daneshill.surrey.sch.uk

Leatherhead Road, Oxshott, Surrey, KT22 0JG | 01372 842509 | 
www.daneshillschool.co.uk

Danes Hill School
Strong and Sagacious
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Beginner Bridge
by R. Clair Sexton

We shall return to the basics for this edition.
________________

	
Every hand you play should be treated in the following way. 

It is the ‘norm’ for the ‘experts’ – the only difference being that they are faster 
and have learnt, through experience, more options.

Declarer Play
As soon as the opening lead hits the table, it is time to consider how you are 
going to play the hand and make the contract.

You will have a few clues to help you with your initial thoughts.
•	 You have the opponents bidding - or silence.  
•	 Their opening lead, and 
•	 The way the play of the hand develops.

The early decisions that must be made are:
•	 Should all the opponents’ trumps be drawn, or should some be left for 

ruffing, or controlling a suit?
•	 How are the extra tricks to be developed over and above the TOP tricks, 

before the opponents have time to develop theirs?

So summarizing this:

Now the plan is made, proceed with it as quickly as possible.  If something 
occurs that you had not considered (e.g. the trumps break badly) do not be 
afraid to stop and take time to reconsider and change the plan if necessary.

When you are in a semi-serious game do not take too long to make plans.  It 
can upset your opponents.  If you have a problem, try to remember it, or write 
it down while the next hand is being dealt, and look at it afterwards.

Once the lead is made - 
-	 STOP, THINK, and consider your plan,

-	 COUNT your top winners - every expert does it. (A, AK, AKQ - NOT 
KQ, QJ10, etc.), 

-	 CONSIDER where the extra tricks are to come from.  Go through the 
suits one by one and choose the one where you have the best chance, 
AND THE TIME.  Does their lead help you to decide?

-	 DECIDE - shall I draw trumps?

-	 PUT the whole plan together in your mind.
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Most hands are solved by simple methods.  They involve drawing the trumps 
and taking winners while moving from hand to hand using the obvious entries 
(sometimes these may be the trumps).  This sounds easy, but it involves forward 
thinking so that things are done in the correct order - this is known in Bridge as 
‘good timing’.  

If top winners do not produce sufficient tricks, you have to employ other means. 
The simplest of these are:

	 - Trumping losers in dummy, or infrequently in hand,

	 - Finessing,

	 - Developing a long suit.

Each of these is a standard play, and I hope you are familiar with them. 

Trumping losers in dummy. The usual thing that goes wrong is that a round or 
two of trumps are drawn, or necessary entries played, before the idea occurs.  

Finesses often do not succeed because the finesse is taken the wrong way, or 
because an entry has been used prematurely and you can no longer get to the 
correct hand.  For example with QJ86  •  A42  the correct play is Ace followed 
by small to the QJ, NOT QJ towards the A. This would only be correct if you 
held QJ10. 

A way to reduce this sort of error is to spend some time looking at the standard 
finesse positions.  Take one suit from the whole pack, and try them out.  Seeing 
them on the table can often be much more instructive than seeing them in print.

Developing a suit, although a ‘basic’, is overlooked most often. 

Here the thing that is not ‘seen’ is that a suit can produce tricks simply by being 
long!

If you hold Axxxxx  •  x  and the opponents’ cards split 3 - 3, you will be able to 
make the A and three small cards - 4 in all.  If the suit breaks 4 - 2 you still make 
3 tricks, and 5 - 1 then 2 tricks.  

Clearly, the important thoughts are - How is the suit breaking?
				           Can I establish the winners in time?
				           Do I have enough entries?  

I am sure this route to extra winners is not given enough weight in any plan! 
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More advanced plays that are available are:

- End-Plays - these take many forms and occur frequently,

- Elimination and Throw-ins - again quite frequent,

- Squeeze Plays and other Coups.  These are rare (maybe 4 or 5%) so you 
need not spend time on these until you are already a ‘very good’ player!

If you want any help with these ideas please feel free to contact me.

Remember, the further you think forward, the better the Bridge player you 
will become.
_____________________________________________________________

Copyright:	 R.C.Sexton  ‘Professional’ EBU Teacher
		  8, Randolph Close, Stoke D’Abernon, Surrey. KT11 2SW
		  reginald.sexton@ntlworld.com

 

  
  
  

  
JJuusstt    SSooffaass 

SOFT FURNISHERS & UPHOLSTERERS est. 1980 
Years of experience in all types of upholstery 

 
~ Recover or loose cover all sofas, armchairs and  

dining chairs in fabrics of your choice 
~ Free estimates  

~ Collection & delivery service 
 

  Tel: Horsley 01483 281076        Mob: 07710 284742 
  Email: humblerbn@aol.com   Website: jsfinefurnishings.co.uk 
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Home & Business IT Support

01372 46 4321    

help@tiptop.co.uk    

www.tiptop.co.uk

Home & business support for PCs, Apple Macs, 
smartphones, tablets, servers, networks,
clouds & more.

Local IT professionals providing 
support in Esher, Kingston, Surbiton,
Epsom, Leatherhead, Dorking, 
Guildford and surrounding areas.  

We come straight to your door.

Problems
with 
your computer?

PO30052-TipTop-Local Advert [A5 portrait].indd   1 20/08/2013   17:11
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M O B I L E  S E C U R I T Y

Alliance Mobile Security Limited
Hersham Place Technology Park • Molesey Road • Walton on Thames • Surrey • KT12 4RZ

W: www.alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk    •   E: info@alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk

Tel: 0844 69 33 118 

Serving Surrey homes and businesses
Reasons to have a key holder

You do not want friends, family or employees to be 
disturbed with out of hours calls/attendance

You are new to the area and require a key holder

You spend long periods away from home

YYou would like a spare set of house keys held locally

Employee key holders may be away from the business, 
Christmas, Easter, long weekends or annual leave

Reasons to use Alliance Mobile Security

Coverage to Surrey homes and businesses

Quick set-up time, normally operational the following 
working day

Only provides keyholding and mobile security servicesOnly provides keyholding and mobile security services

All officers are screened, licensed, CRB checked and 
undergo identification checks by the SIA

All services operate 24hrs,7 days a week,all year round

Alliance Mobile Security holds SIA approved contractor 
status for the provision of key holding services

Alliance Mobile Security is independently inspected
by SafeContractor

INTRUDER 
ALARM

KEY HOLDER 
SERVICES
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With agents 
 around the globe, 

 we bring 
 international 

 buyers to your 
 doorstep

Ooh la la

6803 A5 Cobham Fedora Magazine Advert.indd   1 14/09/2017   07:22
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2018 Membership Application / Renewal
Please send this form with your remittance (cheques payable to “FEDORA”) to:

Carmen Robinson, Fairoaks, Hardwick Close, Knott Park, Oxshott, Surrey, 
KT22 0HZ

New Member* / Membership Renewal*  (delete one)

Subscription		  £ 2.00

Donation			  £_______

Total Enclosed		  £_______

Name:_____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Postcode:_____________________  Phone: ______________________

Email_______________________________________________________

Membership Secretary
Renewal of your annual FEDORA membership is due for the 12 months from 
1st January, 2018.  It would be a great help, and would also save considerable 
postage, if you could kindly use the form below and send your renewal 
to me as soon as possible.  Your membership contribution is important - 
FEDORA has no other source of funding. 

Alternatively you can pay by internet banking Account Name: FEDORA, Sort Code: 
20-90-56, Account Number: 80164445, but please use your surname and postcode 
as reference (so that we know who the payment is from) and send a confirming email 
(to advise payment) to membership@fedora.org.uk with the information from the form 
below.

Even if your Residents’ Association is already a member of FEDORA, why do you 
not consider joining so that you personally can be an active participant in FEDORA?

Please don’t forget to mention FEDORA to our advertisers when you make an 
enquiry or use their services. Their support is essential for the magazine to continue.

Thank you very much for your support. 
  
Carmen Robinson
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Esher, Surrey KT10 9HJ
Sunrise of Esher, 42 Copsem Lane,

Call 01372 898048 for more information or to  
book your place.

At Sunrise, we spend all day every day with people who are living  
with dementia. We understand how it affects everyone, including  
the family and that enables us to help you in many different  
ways.
Our Memory Café supports people living with dementia by  
offering meaningful activities, a chance to meet new people and  
gain extra support as a carer.
Several local businesses and organisations are working together to  
help make Esher a truly Dementia Friendly Community. If you  
would like to get involved we would love to hear from you.

2ND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 10.30AM - 12.30PM

Memory Café   
at Sunrise of Esher

SunriseEsher.co.uk
Sunrise of Esher, 42 Copsem Lane, Esher, Surrey KT10 9HJ
Sunrise of Esher

Call 01372 898048 for more information or to 
book your place.

At Sunrise, we spend all day every day with people who are living 
with dementia. We understand how it affects everyone, including 
the family and that enables us to help you in many different ways.

Our Memory Café supports people living with dementia by 
offering meaningful activities, a chance to meet new people and 
gain extra support as a carer.

Several local businesses and organisations are working together 
to help make Esher a truly Dementia Friendly Community. If you 
would like to get involved we would love to hear from you.

SECOND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 10.30AM - 12.30PM

Memory Café
at Sunrise of Esher

ADV_ESH_0917_FedoraMagazine_01.indd   1 15/09/2017   16:07
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