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Disclaimer: FEDORA, its officers and committee members make every effort to publish this magazine on 
time, to give correct information and advice in good faith, and to accommodate advertisers by including 
desired copy with accurate content. No responsibility or liability, however, can be taken for any inadvertent 
errors or omissions.

Chairman’s Comments
by Anthony Wolfe and Carmen Robinson

In this most unusual of years, we hope that our readers have kept well over the 
summer.  It has been a challenging time for all of us and there are many stories 
of selfless actions by friends, neighbours and local businesses to help those who 
most needed it.  See the article later in the magazine about the initiative of local 
businesses to support the community.  

With the arrival of the new FEDORA management team eighteen months ago, the 
organisation has been revitalised.  The focus of the team is to:

1.	 Engage with our local politicians, Elmbridge Borough Council and Surrey 
County Council, as well as other local community bodies.

2.	 Address three major areas of concern - planning, roads and flooding.
3.	 Communicate on a regular basis with the local community. 

To date the results have been encouraging.  Over 500 supporters receive our regular 
emails whilst six resident groups meet with the management team every quarter – 
a significant change in the level of engagement, although we would welcome still 
further involvement by the Residents’ Associations. 

We continue to build contacts and relationships with councillors from both Surrey CC 
and Elmbridge BC.  We have to hold the various bodies to account while recognising 
the often-complex practicalities that have to be confronted.  We thank the officials 
and councillors for their positive attitudes as we look to make sure that the concerns 
of the Oxshott community are addressed.

Steps have also been taken to build relations with other local community bodies.  
To date this has particularly involved Cobham and Downside RA, Stoke D’Abernon 
RA and Cobham Conservation and Heritage Trust.  We have also been reaching 
out to Claygate Parish Council and Long Ditton RA.  This will enable a coordinated 
approach to giving input to the development of the new Elmbridge Local Plan and 
to responding to the Government’s plans for housing and its recent White Paper.

Roads Petition

For residents of Oxshott one of the biggest concerns is the traffic on the A244. 
The volume of traffic, excessive speed of vehicles, noise and pollution have been 
made worse in the last year by large numbers of HGVs travelling through the village, 
particularly at night.  FEDORA has just launched a petition with Surrey CC to request 
them to address the problems.

We need as many signatures as possible by the end of October so please take a 
few moments now to sign it.  This will take less than one minute of your time.
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The link to the petition is:  https://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/A244inOxshott/.  The 
problems include:

•	 The continued and increasing volumes of traffic on the A244 through the 
village.

•	 The volume of HGV traffic through the village diverted off the M25, is 
unacceptable, especially when it is at night.  

•	 Speeding has always been bad but became worse during the lockdown 
when roads were less busy. 

•	 Pollution is exacerbated by the heavy volumes of polluting vehicles avoiding 
the Low-Emission Zone on the A243 at Malden Rushett.  Earlier this year 
simple pollution monitors were installed in Oxshott.

•	 The lack of continuous pavements to allow pedestrian access to the Village.

Planning

There have been three elements to FEDORA’s involvement in planning:

•	 Engagement with Elmbridge Borough Council about the development 
of the Local Plan (which is delayed because of COVID-19, by the recent 
Government White Paper and by the possibility of a new unitary authority 
which could see Elmbridge BC disappear). 

•	 Supporting local groups who are seeking to stop housing on the Green Belt 
at two sites - the top of Blundel Lane and behind Danesway.

•	 When requested, supporting and guiding energised local residents’ groups 
and individual residents who have justifiable concerns about specific 
planning applications.

AGM

The FEDORA AGM was held on 10th September.  By necessity, it was of course a 
virtual meeting, using Zoom.  We had 35 participants.  We could only invite those 
who receive our emails, so if you would have liked to know about and participate in 
it, please let us have your details using the form in this magazine, and in future you 
will receive the invitation and other news.

The meeting unanimously approved the appointment of the current management 
team for another year and the plans for incorporation (see below).

Incorporation and change of name

The management team plans to incorporate FEDORA as a Community-Interest 
Company (“C.I.C”).  This is primarily driven by the desire to have a formal structure 
that allows Members to have more say in the running of the organisation.  More 
information is provided in the brief article by Alec Robinson in this magazine.
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FEDORA Membership 2021
by Alec Robinson

   
At this time of year we would normally put out a call for the following year’s 
subscriptions, which are paid according to the calendar year.  Therefore, we should 
now be asking members to pay the subscription for the 2021 calendar year.  However, 
this year is different.

We are now in the process of incorporating FEDORA as a Community-Interest 
Company (“CIC”) (see the separate article in this magazine).  After incorporation, 
residents will be able to become Members of the Company, which is similar to 
becoming a shareholder.  Once the incorporation is completed we will invite 
supporters to become Members of the Company.  Therefore, it is inappropriate to 
be asking for membership subscriptions at this time.  

Nevertheless, any donations to FEDORA would greatly support our efforts and would 
be very welcome.  Donations can be sent by cheque to Carmen Robinson, Fairoaks, 
Hardwick Close, Oxshott, KT22 0HZ, or by internet banking to Sort Code 20-90-56, 
account number 80164445.

With regard to communication with Oxshott residents, we now have an email list of 
just over 500 individuals.  Our emails cover all the matters that FEDORA is involved 
in, and provide the latest information, in addition to matters such as the AGM notice, 
and in the future the invitation to become a Member of the Company will be sent 
by email to people on our email list.  However, we can only email those people who 
have agreed that they wish to receive our emails.  

If you would like to receive future emails from us, you can send a message to alec@
fedora.org.uk with the following information:

First Name		  ______________________________________________

Family Name		  ______________________________________________

Address – Street		  ______________________________________________

Address – Postcode	 ______________________________________________

Email address		  ______________________________________________

Phone number		  ______________________________________________
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A co-educational day school for boys 
and girls aged 3 to 13 years 

outstanding ISI inspection in 2020 
55 acre campus - endless opportunities 

For more information or to book a personalised tour of the school, please contact  
Carolyn Ward, Registrar registrar@daneshill.surrey.sch.uk | 01372 849203 

Leatherhead Road, Oxshott, Surrey, KT22 0JG  |  www.daneshillschool.co.uk
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FEDORA Incorporation
by  Alec Robinson

Those who participated in our AGM on 10th September will know that we 
are now in the process of incorporating FEDORA as a Community-Interest 
Company (“CIC”) limited by guarantee.  We expect that this process will 
be completed around the turn of the year and at that time we will invite 
supporters to become Members of the Company.

Those who have read the current constitution will have realised that, for 
example: nothing that FEDORA does requires the approval of Members; there 
is no requirement to hold an AGM; and there are no formal mechanisms to 
appoint or change the management team.  We feel that this is inappropriate 
and by incorporation we can give Members stronger influence over the 
running of the organisation.  In addition, incorporation will limit any liabilities 
of the Directors of the organisation and therefore remove any possible 
concerns of those who might like to be involved in the management team.  
Also, being an incorporated company gives our views more weight rather 
than being views of a loose, informal organisation.

After incorporation, residents will be able to become Members of the 
Company, which is similar to becoming a shareholder.  Members will be able 
to vote on a variety of matters to guide the direction of FEDORA, including 
the election of the Board of Directors each year at the AGM in November.  
Non-members, of course, will not be able to vote.

The primary requirement for being a Member will be to pay an annual 
membership fee each calendar year.  The amount will be set by the Directors 
each year and it is planned that the fee will be payable no later than 31st 
January each year.  The only obligation incurred by being a Member would 
be to pay the sum of £1.00 if FEDORA were to be dissolved.

Those who are on our email list have received a copy of the draft Articles 
of Association in order to be able to comment on them.  They are based 
on the model Articles on the Regulator’s website (https://www.gov.uk/
government/organisations/office-of-the-regulator-of-community-interest-
companies) with some key changes.  For example, we have added provisions 
to: require an Annual General Meeting; to require all Directors to resign each 
year and seek re-election; and a formal process whereby Members can make 
nominations for new Directors.  The draft Articles have had an independent 
legal review.  If you would like to join our email list and receive a copy of the 
draft Articles so that you can review and comment on them, please let us 
know.  Our plan is to finalize the Articles and start the incorporation process 
before the end of October.
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remedial roofing
We specialise in:

ROOF 
REPAIRS

moss removal, 
repointing & lead-work

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01932 932736 | 07852 833802


    info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk         www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

   Live feed video roof inspections

NEW ROOFS FLAT ROOFS uPVC 
WORKS

slate & tiled roof 
replacements

traditional felt & 
GRP Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt & 
guttering systems 

Average score

10/10

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and 
service providers. Recommended by previous customers, 
vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. 

 Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on 
www.checkatrade.com

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

¥ provided or intended for people with roof issues and 
deficiencies.
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OXSHOTT’S FIRST VICAR
Rev. F N Skene. St. Andrews Church, Oakshade Road, Oxshott. 1913-1921

by Mike Crute

Early Years
			 
Frederick Norman Skene, the fifth of seven 
children, was born on 21st January 1878 in 
Merrion, Dublin, to Samuel Slinn Skene, a 
clergyman, and his wife Charlotte Warren 
Skene. By 1891 the family had moved to 
Myrton upon Swale in Yorkshire, where his 
father was the vicar. Frederick attended Ripon 
Grammar School before being admitted to St 
John’s College, Cambridge, on 1st September 
1896, where he was awarded a Bachelor of 
Arts in 1900 and Master of Arts in 1912. He was 
an Assistant Master at Spondon House School 
in Derby from 1899 to 1901, and was then 
ordained in Lincoln, first as a Deacon in 1901 
and then a Priest in 1903.

From 1901-1903 Frederick was a Curate in 
Grantham, Lincolnshire, and in 1902 he married 
Clara Maude Lilly who was born in Kensington, 
London, on 9th January 1862, Frederick and Clara moved to Cowes on the 
Isle of Wight, where he was Curate at St Mary’s for three years, from 1904-
1906 and on 3rd May 1906, they had a daughter, Sarah Olive Skene. 

In October 1906 Frederick took up the post of Curate at St Mary’s, Stoke 
D’Abernon, originally appointed in charge of Oxshott, but at that time there 
was no rent-free house for the curate. He was appointed Vicar of Oxshott 
when the new St Andrews Church was consecrated, and the new parish 
created out of Stoke D’Abernon and other adjoining local parishes in 1913. 
He remained in Oxshott, with a break for military service during WW1, until 
1921. He was a major motivator in the building of the new church and during 
his appointment, the church was usually filled to capacity for Sunday service, 
he seemed to be a popular man and someone who worked hard for the local 
community.

As to be expected he was very much involved in local life and its organisations 
and was a manager of Royal Kent School and a main mover in setting up 
Oxshott Men’s Club in 1907. With his wife Clara, he founded the Oxshott 
Branch of The Mothers’ Union, to which his wife was elected Secretary
First World War

Rev Skene 1905
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Whilst vicar of St Andrew’s Oxshott, in January 1917 Reverend Skene was 
appointed to the Temporary Army Chaplaincy and the intention was that 
he would hold this post for a period of twelve months. He served from 8th 
January 1917 to 16th April 1919. He spent the first few months in Salonika in 
Greece, before joining the Egyptian Expeditionary Force in Palestine. News 
of his experiences reached his parishioners via the Parish Magazine.

1919

His commission ended in April and it was reported that ‘the Vicar was 
convalescing and had returned to England. He was then on sick-leave but 
hoped to be able to take Services at Oxshott after Easter. In the event, 
Reverend Frederick Norman Skene returned to the parish and resumed his 
duties on 1st May 1919.

His return was also recorded in the minutes of the 
Oxshott Men’s Club, where he had been the Club’s 
Hon. Sec. for 9 years whilst vicar of St Andrews 
Church. It was noted that ‘he vacated his post in 1917 
to become an army chaplain, and returned safely two 
years later to be welcomed back to the Club  by the 
Committee, but he didn’t wish to continue as Hon. 
Sec., but remained on the Committee. It was his 
steady influence and encouragement that helped get 
the Club get off to such a good start’. 

When he left the Parish, to show their gratitude for 
his services they held a concert in his honour, where 
he was also presented with an engraved barometer 
as a permanent reminder.   

Time to move on

In 1921 he left Oxshott to become Rector of Albury with Chilworth a position 
which he held from 1921-1929, as well as being made an Honorary Canon of 
Guildford in 1928. 

Then from 1929-1951 he was Vicar of Banstead and a Rural Dean of Epsom 
in 1938. His wife Clara died on 10th March 1949, at which point the couple 
were living at The Vicarage, Garretts Lane, Banstead. Frederick died in June 
1956 in Chichester, Sussex after leaving Banstead.

Whilst at Banstead he was also involved with the Free Mason Organisation 
‘Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of England’ where he joined together 
other Masons, to form the The Copthorne Lodge, in 1933 and where he 
served as their first Master. 

Rev Skene ca 1933
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FEDORA Planning Update
by Mike Wheeler

The Local Plan

Most people will be aware that Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC) has been working 
on a new Local Plan for over two years.  The new Local Plan will set out the number 
of new homes to be built in Elmbridge each year and will outline how that target 
is to be achieved.  The plan is of crucial significance to residents of Oxshott in the 
face of threats of dramatically increased housing density and the potential loss of 
Green Belt land.

Up to 2015, EBC had an annual target of 230 new homes each year.  This target 
was exceeded on a consistent basis.  However, in 2016 this target was increased by 
central government to 480 new homes and in 2018, it was increased yet again to 
620 new homes.  Such a rapid increase left EBC with a severe shortfall.  The new 
Local Plan is designed to show whether and how EBC proposes to seek to achieve 
the government target.

In 2019, EBC conducted a consultation on how it might achieve a significant 
increase in new homes.  The outcome produced an inevitable groundswell against 
the potential for releasing Green Belt land for development.  Since then EBC has 
been deliberating how to reconcile the conflicting requirements of a commitment 
to a significant increase in new homes and the clear public rejection of use of Green 
Belt land.  While there is no obligation to produce a plan that conforms to the 
government’s housing target, the risk is that failure to do so for valid reasons runs 
the risk of a government appointed inspector declaring the plan unsound with 
subsequent potential intervention by government to direct local housing strategy.

Government housing strategy

Most recently, the situation has become even more confused with the release of 
government consultation documents on housing policy.  Of greatest importance has 
been a proposal to amend the basis of calculating local housing targets by placing 
greater emphasis on local affordability.  The hypothesis is that high affordability 
(calculated as the ratio of average house prices to average earnings) indicates un-
met local demand that should be addressed by increased annual housebuilding 
targets.  Use of what has been referred to as a mutant algorithm would result in the 
annual target for EBC being increased to 770 new homes.  This is more than treble 
the target of only five years ago.

At a time when the government is placing emphasis on levelling-up between 
regions across the UK, implementation of the government’s proposals would 
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have the perverse effect of directing housing investment in to the South East 
particularly, at the expense of other less-affluent regions of the UK.  In addition, the 
logic underpinning the algorithm is conceptually flawed.  It is broad-brush and its 
simplistic construction fails to address the way in which house prices are driven on 
different bases across the country.

FEDORA submitted comments on the housing number consultation in September.  
Together with residents’ groupings from Cobham and Downside and Stoke 
d’Abernon, a letter was also sent to Dominic Raab asking for his support on this 
matter.  He has written to the Secretary of State for Housing and his response is 
awaited.  Clearly this is a sensitive political issue.

Next steps

It is understood that in the face of a threat of a further increase in housing targets, 
EBC intends to proceed with the approval of its new Local Plan.  But the dilemma is 
clear.  If EBC does not want to risk its plan being declared unsound by an inspector, 
it will need to commit to a level of new homes significantly greater than has ever 
been achieved in the past.  To achieve that will put significant pressure on the need 
to release Green Belt land despite considerable local opposition.  

In the event that EBC commits to the government’s housing targets and decides 
not to seek release of Green Belt land, the implications are serious.  This will result 
in significant increases in densification across Elmbridge involving construction of 
high-rise buildings and an attack on existing green space by yet more sub-divisions 
of existing plots, further ugly in-fill developments and an abandonment of the 
principle of protecting the character of an area.

For those who live in Oxshott, the threat to Green Belt is very real.  Two sites are 
already earmarked as candidates for development: these are the land alongside 
Blundel Lane and Waverley Road and the land behind Danesway next to Princes 
Coverts.  And the consequences of increased densification can be seen both on 
Bevendean with approvals for large blocks of flats and on the Ridgeway with further 
sub-divisions.  All this type of development will increase significantly across Oxshott 
with the inevitable damage to the character of the area and the pressure on already 
inadequate infrastructure.  

An ideal outcome would be for Government to realise that loading housing needs 
on to areas such as Elmbridge is inappropriate and for EBC to continue with housing 
targets consistent with those actually achieved in recent years.  The Local Plan 
would reflect that lower number with a statement to protect the Green Belt and 
focus development in Elmbridge towards urban areas using High Street properties 
and brownfield sites.  But that, sadly, is idealistic, and the reality is very much more 
likely to involve substantial compromises that have an unwanted and permanently 
adverse effect on areas such as Oxshott. 
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Merrileas
by  Ian Dilks

We described in the Spring edition that an application had been submitted to build 
67 new homes, including 21 affordable housing units, on the Merrileas site on the 
north-east side of the A244 to the south of Oxshott.  It was clear that a development 
of this scale would pose a major burden on the infrastructure of the village which is 
already over-stretched, and FEDORA provided guidance to its supporters on areas 
of particular concern. Over 150 objections were lodged with Elmbridge BC (“EBC”). 

Of particular concern to FEDORA was the impact on road safety given: (i) the volume 
of additional traffic that would need to enter and exit the site onto a busy road 
where speeding is all too common; and (ii) the fact that there is no pavement on 
that side of the A244 and no continuous pavement into the village which means 
that pedestrians travelling to and from the site would need to cross the busy A244 
at least twice to reach the village. 

FEDORA employed an independent highways expert who produced a report which 
supported our arguments and suggested alternative road measures and a continuous 
pavement to improve safety. This was submitted to Surrey Highways, EBC and the 
applicant with a request that our concerns be properly considered.
The applicant has now submitted an amended application which reflects a number 
of changes to building design, landscaping and parking.  EBC only allowed ca. 10 days 
for comment which we believe was inadequate in the circumstances, but they have 
continued to accept comments and at the time of writing the number of objections 
has increased to 179. 

The most important change from the perspective of local residents is that a proposed 
footpath from the site into Falconhurst/Old Farmhouse Drive has been removed, 
following security concerns raised by both local residents and Surrey Police.  
Although some improvements have been made, we are disappointed the applicant 
has declined to make the road safety changes FEDORA requested and although 
their position is supported by a lengthy consultant’s’ report it is clear that cost is an 
important issue.  FEDORA remains concerned about vehicle and pedestrian safety 
and has met with the applicant to discuss our concerns.  

The EBC target is for a decision by 23 October but given the number of objections 
this application will need to be considered be the full planning committee, which 
is currently meeting virtually. FEDORA accepts that development of large sites is 
inevitable but will continue to argue that this application should be rejected unless 
safety concerns are properly addressed and steps are taken to alleviate pressure on 
the village’s infrastructure. We will keep supporters informed by email. 
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Units 1 & 2 Brook Way, 
Kingston Road, Leatherhead,  
Surrey KT22 7NA

Open: Monday to Friday 8am - 6pm, Saturday 8am - 1pm

01372 363787
Email: lisa@lwac.co.uk or visit us at 
www.leatherheadmotorcompany.com

Formerly Leatherhead Welding & Auto Centre  
• Independently Run • Est 1990 •

Leatherhead 
Motor Company

B&Q
Tesco

› › ›  

10%off

MOT’s

Tesco  
and B&Q are 
close by, so 

you can shop 
while you 

wait!

Leatherhead Motor Company is located in Brook Way directly 

off the Kingston Road. The Kingston Road is easily accessed 

from the M25 at Junction 9.

› ›     Loan cars and vans avaiLabLe  
subject to status

› ›   servicing and repairs

› ›   brakes and exhausts

› ›     all makes of cars and vans

› ›     MoT TesTing including vans  
up to 3.5 tonnes & motorcycles

› ›   Welding

› ›   diagnostics

› ›   batteries

› ›     aLL Makes of Tyres –   
fitting, puncture repairs – including 
motorcycles

› ›    nitrogen filled tyres 

› ›     Wheel balancing, alignment  
and replacement

› ›   on-Line Tyre prices beaTen

Leatherhead 
Motor Company

Credit

CrunChing

tyre priCes

Leatherhead Motors A5 advert.ind1   1 29/5/09   11:16:33
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Friends of Oxshott and Danes Hill School
by Ian Dilks

Many readers will be familiar with, or supporters of, Friends of Oxshott (FOX) which 
was formed in 2018 with the aim of improving relationships between Danes Hill 
School (DH) and local residents.  DH recognised that something needed to be done 
and among other things created the role of Local Community Officer to work with 
the local community. The post is held by Sarah Colenso who is an Oxshott resident.  
Sarah has proved very responsive and communicative so a number of you have 
probably now met her.

The scale of DH’s operations across two sites in the village and, in the last year, 
construction of a large new Sports Hall at the main site, mean that it is probably 
inevitable that problems will arise from time to time.  However, DH says it wants 
to be a good neighbour and representatives of FOX meet with the school regularly 
to improve communications, plan ahead and discuss areas of concern raised by 
residents.  Overall DH has been very cooperative and, despite some major challenges, 
the correspondence received by FOX from residents suggests that there have been 
significant improvements in relationships the last 18 months.

Not surprisingly a major topic of discussion has been the construction of the Sports 
Hall.  Bad weather earlier in 2020 and the effects of COVID-19 have led to delays 
in construction but the main works are now complete and internal fitting out is 
currently underway.  DH hopes the facility will be complete by the October half-
term but use will inevitably be restricted while social-distancing restrictions are in 
place. The extent of use in the longer term will be the subject of future discussion 
but we have requested DH to ensure that the building is shut down by 6pm given its 
visibility to local neighbours.  The screening and planting required by the approved 
application should be completed as specified in October but DH has told us that 
it then proposes to undertake a more extensive planting programme to improve 
screening which it will do in consultation with local neighbours.  This would be very 
welcome and we appreciate DH’s offer. 

Although the school is now operating at both sites, social distancing rules have 
inevitably created challenges, particularly as Government rules have changed.  This 
did create some problems for local residents when the schools first reopened in the 
summer term but DH was very responsive when the problems were brought to its 
attention and the autumn term seems to have commenced without major issue. 
Other topics under discussion include inappropriate parking by parents and use of 
the Wren’s Hill entrance by parents, which DH has tried to stop.  Discussions are 
under way to generally improve traffic and pedestrian safety on Wren’s Hill.  We are 
also discussing DH’s support for local initiatives. 

DH communicates forthcoming plans and activities primarily through FOX and the 
Wren’s Hill Residents Association.  FOX is working increasingly closely with FEDORA 
but in the meantime if you wish to be included in the FOX email distribution list 
please email oxshottfriends@outlook.com.  Specific issues for the school should 
be raised with Sarah Colenso on  localcommunity@daneshill.surrey.sch.uk  but let 
FOX know if there are any matters you wish to be included on the regular meeting 
agendas. 
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Cataract Surgery 
Delayed or Cancelled? There is no need to wait... 

We appreciate many have had vital procedures including 
cataract surgery delayed.  As a service to the community, Centre 

for Sight is pleased to offer efficient and affordable cataract 
surgery performed by one of our specialist consultant surgeons.  

Those eligible will be seen in consultation and treated on the 
SAME DAY! 

  
Contact us to find out more: 

0800 011 2882 
enquiries@centreforsight.com

www.centreforsight.com

I felt I was in good 
hands and I am so 
delighted to have 
20/20 vision now!

Victoria Hunt, 
One Day Cataract Service Patient

Established in 1996 – London, Oxshott and East Grinstead
UK’s Only eye hospital that has ISO 9001, 14001 and 27001 accreditation 
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Village Improvements
by Carmen Robinson & Lindy Wheeler

This initiative is led by Carmen Robinson and Lindy Wheeler.  One objective is to 
make Oxshott more attractive and more easily-navigable for pedestrians and cyclists.  
The problems that we experience are not restricted to Oxshott but appear to be 
widespread across England, as documented by the research organisation www.
transportfornewhomes.org.uk in their June 2020 report.

Pavements & Cycle Paths

In many areas such as Sandy Lane, Steels Lane, Blundell Lane and the A244 from 
the Oaklawn Road roundabout to the A3, there is a lack of continuous pavements, 
in many places no pavements at all, and there are no cycle paths whatsoever.  The 
result is that it is very difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to safely get to schools, 
the station, shops, the Village Hall, Medical Centre, St Andrew’s Church and other 
public places.

This will be made worse by developments such as Merrileas on the A244 (see the 
article by Ian Dilks in this magazine) where the current plan is to build 67 residences 
with no footpath at all on that side of the A244.  To walk to the Village all residents 
from Merrileas would need to cross the A244 twice; it is more likely that they will 
use their cars.

We have been in contact with Surrey Highways’ representative for Oxshott, Liz 
Shakeri, who has been very helpful. Our discussions included clearing existing 
pavements of overgrown bushes and trees at various locations, and the possibility 
that Surrey CC could consider new pavements and pedestrian refuges (i.e. traffic 
islands) on Steels Lane, Fairoak Lane and Sandy Lane; we now understand that many 
of these are under consideration.  We are trying to get this work funded by Surrey 
Highways.

We also discussed:

•	 the very narrow pavement over the railway bridge on the A244;
•	 the lack of any pavement over the railway bridge on Blundel Lane (see the 

article by Councillor David Lewis in this magazine); and
•	 the difficulties for traffic on Knipp Hill, which is wide enough for only one 

vehicle.

High Street Improvements

Another objective of this initiative is that we want to improve the look of the High 
Street to make it more attractive and inviting.  In places the uneven paving stones 
make the pavement dangerous for pedestrians.  We are keen to get it smartened-up 
with better paving and flowers.  We are hopeful that most of the funding for this 
project could come from the Community Infrastructure Levy (“CIL”).

If you have ideas on how to improve the design of the High Street, please get in 
touch with me.
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Making the High Street more appealing will help to encourage residents to visit the 
existing shops.   We are slowly losing our High Street:
 
•	 the derelict building of the old Barclays bank is still unoccupied; 
•	 the corner building where Trenchard Arlidge used to trade is now empty; 
•	 The future of Lloyds Pharmacy is uncertain; 
•	 and the Victoria pub has announced it will  not re-open.  

We need to encourage more shops to open and to have a flourishing High Street. 

Parking Update

Of course, another big problem is parking which we are continuing to work on. 

Residents and FEDORA proposed several parking suggestions for Oxshott in the SCC 
Parking review 2019 for Elmbridge which resulted in some double and timed single 
yellow lines being agreed in Holtwood Road and Silverdale Avenue to ease the effect 
on these roads from Danes Hill school runs.  It is to be hoped these make for safer 
roads and less intrusion on residents.  FEDORA continues to work with Danes Hill 
to improve the way their parents use our narrow roads - but it is an uphill struggle.

All the other initiatives we tried for were dismissed including the desperately needed 
parking scheme for village workers, which was very frustrating.   The parking review 
committee basically said it was a well thought out scheme and well-intentioned but 
they couldn’t allow it as “by approving a workers’ parking scheme here it would set 
a precedent across the county that could not be realised”  

The actual layout of the suggestions from SCC highways can be seen using this link 
and then open-up the PDF for Hinchley Wood, Claygate and Oxshott: https://www.
surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/parking/local-news-and-updates/elmbridge/
review-2019-20

The yellow lines were up for comment from residents until October 2nd, after which, 
unless there was a huge backlash, they will happen during 2021.

If residents have other parking issues on roads that they wish to ask for they can 
apply through this link before the end of November. FEDORA can give advice if 
needed.  Petitions from households in the area affected do help sway opinion: 
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/parking/reviews

Give us your Input

We are seeking input from local businesses and any ideas from residents would be 
very welcome. If you would like to offer ideas and suggestions, or get involved e.g. 
in a design for the High Street, then please contact me at carmen@fedora.org.uk.   



Page 19

“Green” Oxshott
by Carmen Robinson

The purpose of this initiative, which is led by Carmen & Alec Robinson, is to smarten-
up the Village and make it more attractive through maintenance and planting of the 
green areas around the Village for the benefit of all residents.

Some of you will have noticed that last year we planted 600 daffodils on the 
triangular piece of land at the top of Station Approach, after the shrubbery had 
been cleared by FEDORA.  The daffodils provided welcome colour but the number 
of bulbs was clearly insufficient; this autumn we will plant another 1,000 daffodils 
plus 500 English bluebells.  To date the bulbs are being paid for with funds remaining 
from Oxshott Village Day.  We hope that the improvements in this area can be a 
model for other sites across Oxshott.

FEDORA also cleared the overgrown mahonia from the brick planter opposite the 
post office on the High Street.  We then replaced it with a lilac tree, lavenders, 
variegated hebes and tulips – again paid for with some of the Village Day residual 
funds.  

Over the years, we have noticed deterioration of the cherry tree and the under-
planted daffodils in the heart of the village.  The daffodils now need supplementing 

April 2002 - Daffodils under the cherry tree, Oxshott High Street. There are now a lot less 
daffodils and the cherry tree is deteriorating quickly
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and it is likely that within a few trees the cherry tree will need replacing.  We are 
purchasing another 1,000 daffodils for planting there and in other areas around the 
Village, such as under the Village sign.  

April 2020 - Re-planted brick flower bed, Oxshott High Street.

We would greatly welcome help and input from Oxshott residents. Ideally, volunteers 
from different sections of the Village would agree on what needs to be done, which 
areas should be tackled, and work together on the clearing, the planting and the 
maintenance.  For now, until the Village Day funds are gone, we can provide funding 
for the bulbs and wild-flower seeds, but we do not have money to pay for the 
manpower.  In the near-term, around the end of October, we would welcome help 
with planting the bulbs at the top of Station Approach.  

In some areas, residents themselves are taking action.  For example, the residents 
of Bevendean estate are beginning preparations for planting drifts of crocus and 
narcissi in the grass at the junctions of Goldrings Road with the A244, Goldrings 
Road with Sheath Lane, and the junction of Holtwood Road with Sheath Lane.

We have also applied for monies from the Elmbridge Community Planting Fund for 
other similar projects and we hope to be allocated some funds next spring.

If you would like to get involved in this initiative or if you have ideas of areas we 
should focus on, please contact me at carmen@fedora.org.uk .
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 OXSHOTT GREEN BELT - This Departing Landscape?
by Dorothy Ford

The quiet, green undulating landscape which is readily visible and accessible to walkers, 
cyclists, runners, horse riders and commuters using north Blundel Lane is under threat.  
This stunning horizon has become even more clearly essential for our health and 
happiness now that we are spending more time at home due to the pandemic.

Savills, on behalf of The Crown Estate, submitted detailed proposals to build a high-
density development of 160 dwellings on The Crown Estate Green Belt Land east of 
Blundel Lane and south of Waverley Road.  Elmbridge Borough Council then suggested 
that 180 homes be built on that site. The Crown Estate has now confirmed to EBC 
that this Green Belt site is available for development. The details are available on the 
Council’s website.

Over 2,000 people have signed the petition addressed to Elmbridge Borough Council 
and The Crown Estate to save our community’s treasured rural horizon and exercise 
haven.  To add your signature, please head to https://www.change.org/p/our-green-
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belt-is-under-threat.   

In March 2020, we began to urge Elmbridge Borough Council to correct key factual 
inaccuracies being used to recommend this Oxshott Green Belt land, known as Sub-
Area 11, inappropriately for housing development.  A Freedom of Information request 
has confirmed that Savills, on behalf of The Crown Estate, had already submitted 
detailed plans to build high-density housing on Green Belt Sub-Area 11 in February 
2017.

The publication of Elmbridge’s new draft Local Plan in late 2020 is our opportunity to 
ensure that we don’t bid farewell to This Departing Landscape and other stunning local 
green spaces - such as the Danes Way Crown Estate Green Belt Sub-Area 14.  The public 
examination will be a chance to harmonise our neighbourhoods’ voices to suggest that 

the right homes be built in the right places: 
and not on farmland, pastures or green spaces

Research has shown 
that England has enough 
previously developed, 
dormant “brownfield” 
sites to accommodate one 
million new homes.  Two-
thirds of those brownfield 
sites are available for 
development now.

Thanks to FEDORA’s 
visionary and microtonal 
orchestration, residents’ 
voices will be heard.  
Together we can help protect 
“This Departing Landscape” 
and green infrastructure by 
responding to the public 
consultation on Elmbridge’s new Local Plan.  Pressure to sacrifice this Green Belt in 
the long-term Local Plan will mount unless the existing housing target system flaws 
are corrected.  This flawed housing target system uses out-of-date ONS population/
household data to require 623 new homes to be built each year in Elmbridge.  In fact, 
more recent ONS data would lower the number of new homes needed in Elmbridge to 
423 per year - a reduction of nearly 1/3.

Pressure will also mount to sacrifice Green Belt in the forthcoming draft Local Plan if 
the detailed proposals first submitted to Elmbridge Borough Council in 2017 by The 
Crown Estate landowners are deemed acceptable, despite the significant inaccuracies 
in the database used to assess this site. To save “This Departing Landscape“, BluWav 
residents hope to enhance efforts by hiring professional expertise to challenge any 
threat to Oxshott Green Belt Sub-Area 11 in the new Elmbridge draft Local Plan - due 
to be published in late 2020.   To find out more, or contribute, you can contact blu.
wavresidents@gmail.com.

BluWav efforts are supported by FEDORA, by the Stoke d’Abernon Residents Association, 
and by the Campaign to Protect Rural England.  
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A “Thank-You” to our Local Shops
by Carmen Robinson

As we all know, once the Covid-19 lockdown started in March, the shops in Oxshott 
had to close their doors with no time to prepare.  Under the leadership of James 
Davies of Clay Hair/Munch & Wiggles, Simon Taylor of Surrey Hills Butchers 
and the new owners of the Oxshott Village Store/Post Office, a number of shop 
owners decided to provide a home-delivery service of boxes of groceries, with 
complimentary boxes for the most susceptible people in our community who could 
not leave home at all.  

They prepared flyers to be distributed door to door; built a new website explaining 
what they were doing; and enlisted volunteers from the community to take 
care of the deliveries.  With supermarket deliveries at full capacity they had an 
overwhelming response.  The orders were taken by email and telephone and the 
boxes were delivered by the volunteers.  This was really welcome and a tremendous 
support for those who really needed it. 

Now that we are gradually emerging from the lockdown, we need to remember 
what these shops did and continue to support them going forwards.  To keep up-to-
date with what they are doing, you can register at www.oxshottdelivery.com.

 

Oxshott Village Centre 
Holtwood Road 
Oxshott Surrey 

KT22 0QJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 www.oxshottvillagecentre.co.uk 
Email : ovcbookings@aol.com          Telephone : 01372 841892 

Large and small hall available for hire by individuals  
and organisations 

Fantastic venue for family functions, birthdays, weddings, 
parties and events 

Large car park, disabled access, loop hearing system  
and spacious kitchen 
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Update from Surrey Police
Northern Division, Elmbridge

by Bert Dean, Inspector 2934 - Elmbridge Borough Commander

We have been policing in extremely challenging and changing times over the past few 
months. Both nationally and locally we have seen the introduction of new legislation 
to help protect the public which has been accepted by many and challenged by 
a few. Whilst, early on in lockdown, we saw a significant reduction in crime and 
disorder we saw a steady increase in anti-social behaviour (“ASB”) as we came out 
of lockdown and, from my perspective, we appear to be almost back to normal for 
certain crime types (not a good thing in my view)!
 
If we look at our data for this financial year in comparison to last year it shows a 
significant drop in the majority of areas (burglary, theft from motor vehicles, etc.) 
but this is owing to lockdown and therefore not a fair representation.  However, we 
have seen an increase in drug offences which generally shows greater proactivity by 
my team over this period in getting drugs (and dealers) off the streets.  We have had 
some encouraging burglary arrests and prosecutions too.

Locally one area that is being reported to us for ASB is the old Brick Pit (Littleheath 
Lake) where young people are seeking to swim in the water.  Often, on our 
attendance, there is no ASB in progress and we have no powers to direct the young 
people out of the water.  We are working with Surrey Fire & Rescue who are leading 
on open water safety, together with Elmbridge Borough Council, to highlight the 
risks of this activity.

We have strengthened our working relationship with one of the private security 
firms in the area to ensure that we obtain intelligence and information quickly and 
have introduced a new system that allows the community to upload digital footage 
(CCTV, images, etc.) directly to our systems so officers no longer have to record 
evidence onto discs. These images are shared with the CPS so that they can review 
the footage too.

We continue to focus on those concerns highlighted the most by residents: namely 
burglary, drug dealing and Anti-Social Behaviour. If you are looking for crime 
prevention advice please go to our website www.surrey.police.uk and click Crime 
Prevention, you can also report incidents here.  If you wish to report ASB you can 
report it to either Elmbridge Borough Council or Surrey Police.

To learn what is happening in your community you can use the online “In The 
Know” system.  If you aren’t already using it I encourage you to register at https://
www.intheknow.community/;  in addition you can always follow the local team on 
Facebook @ElmbridgeBeat 
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Connecting people & property, perfectly.
We’d love to help you.
KnightFrank.co.uk 

Get back to what you love sooner  
by selling and letting with Knight Frank.

Move
Cobham 
50 High Street
Cobham, KT11 3EF
Sales: 01932 964156
Lettings: 01932 96448

CT2753_A5-Cobham_Advert_V5.indd   1 23/02/2018   09:03
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OXSHOTT NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
by Henk van Roest

Let me introduce and highlight the benefits of Neighbourhood Watch.

As you know, crime and the fear of crime (for example: “I am afraid to go out by 
myself”; “I cannot go shopping because of fear of mugging” etc), can lead to isolation 
and depreciation of the quality of our daily lives.

For a better quality of life, we can together enhance people’s safety and try to make 
our neighbourhood a better place to live. 

Neighbourhood Watch (“NHW”) is a highly valued organisation recognised nationally 
and locally, working in partnership with the Fire Brigade, Surrey Police and other 
statutory agencies.  NHW likes to encourage and support:

•	 individual responsibility for safety in the home and in the community;
•	 a moral obligation for yourself and your property embraced by the 

community that surrounds you;
•	 communication with the police that will lead to better understanding of risk 

to your own safety and crime in general;
•	 awareness of occurred incidents in the community by communication 

through coordinators to be aware and vigilant in future to prevent crime;
•	 the protection of the vulnerable in our society.

In summary NHW is the additional eyes and ears so useful to the police to reduce, 
prevent and detect crime in our community.

As it appears in NHW data that many areas of Oxshott could be more adequately 
covered by an NHW scheme, and we feel membership of residents would be of great 
advantage to your community.

By becoming a member could you benefit from the support and advantages the 
scheme offers.	  To become a member, contact the Regional Neighbourhood 
Watch Co-ordinator:

Mr. Henk van Roest; “Meadows”; Fairoak Lane; Oxshott; Surrey KT22 0TW 
(Tel.: 01372 843880); E-mail: h.vanroest@henk-van-roest.com)

Should you wish more information or a personal explanation of matters involved 
with Neighbourhood Watch, I will be more than pleased to come and discuss them 
with you.
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ALLIANCE MOBILE SECURITY
KEYHOLDERS FOR INTRUDER ALARMS

Keyholding & Alarm Response
Home Security Patrols

Bins Out / In
Post In Service

Roadside Security Patrols
Tradesmen Unlocks / Locks

Commercial Out Of Hours Patrols
Building Unlocks / Locks
Void Property Inspections

Sign & Response

Alliance Mobile Security Ltd
Hersham Place Technology Park

Molesey Road • Hersham • Walton-on-Thames • Surrey • KT12 4RZ

01932 229711 / 0344 69 33118
W www.alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk E info@alliancemobilesecurity.co.uk

STAINESEGHAM

SUNBURY

CHERTSEY WALTON

KINGSTON

EPSOM
BANSTEAD

LEATHERHEAD

REDHILL

REIGATE
DORKINGGUILDFORD

WOKING
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WEYBRIDGE ESHER
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Roads Update
Please Support Our Petition

by  Ian Dilks

In the Spring magazine we explained the challenges of re-engaging with Surrey County 
Council (“Surrey”) and other relevant bodies to tackle the many issues we face with roads in 
Oxshott. There have been some minor wins in recent months. The resurfacing of Blundel Lane 
is a big ; the new, wider pavement outside the Bear pub has created a much safer pedestrian 
route towards the village; and after many requests, Surrey has finally dealt with  a number of 
blocked drains, notably on the A244 south of the village where for the first time in many years 
recent storms have not caused severe flooding on the road (fingers crossed!). Other issues 
are still being pursued, often with the welcome support of local councillors as Cllr. David Lewis 
explains in his article on Blundel Lane and the railway bridge. 

However, there has been no progress on the main problems on the A244, which still carries 
large volumes of traffic often traveling well above the speed limits. A more recent and 
troublesome development is the number of large HGVs rolling through the village at night, 
literally shaking houses near the road and creating excessive noise near the A3 roundabout to 
the distress of the residents of Gunters Mead. FEDORA has continued its contact with Surrey 
but as part of our campaign to get action we have launched a PETITION to request Surrey to 
take notice of and deal with our concerns. It contains a number of requests including average 
speed cameras, better traffic control in the village centre and restrictions on HGVs. FEDORA 
has taken advice on what measures are likely to be most effective or receive support for the 
authorities. 

The PETITION can be found at https://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/A244inOxshott, PLEASE take 
just one minute now to access the site and sign the petition, preferably before the end of 
October.  

We expect the petition to be considered at Surrey CC “Local Committee” meeting in mid-
November.  We will not get immediate action from this but it is a way of raising the profile of 
our concerns and getting the key people involved. Some readers may remember a petition 
in 2011 which was similar in a number of ways. Nothing resulted but mainly because there 
was no follow up. We intend that this petition will be the start of a longer-run campaign. It is 
therefore essential that the petition receives maximum support to show the authorities and 
local councillors the strength of local concerns. FEDORA supporters will be kept informed of 
progress by email and we will also post progress on our website. 

On a lighter note, a number of local residents have asked why cats’ eyes were installed 
when Blundel Lane was resurfaced and then many were removed shortly afterwards.  We 
enquired with Surrey Highways and the response was that the cats’ eyes were installed by the 
contractor in error - it is not normal policy to install cat’s eyes on sections of roads with street 
lighting.  The cats’ eyes should have been only on the railway bridge.  So, “after consultation 
with the Local Area Engineer and local councillors” Surrey Highways decided to request the 
contractor to remove them on the section of Blundel Lane with street lights.  We do not know 
which local councillors were consulted - at the time of writing those we have contacted were 
unaware.  Surrey Highways has assured us that removal of the cats’ eyes was done at the 
contractor’s expense.
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Our ethos is to help patients feel as comfortable and at home 
as possible, establishing a relaxed and friendly atmosphere 

which delivers an outstanding dental experience. 

In our brand new state of the art private dental practice

General Family Dentistry

Creating a fresher, brighter and healthy smile (self-referral accepted)
Hygienist Treatments

The safe way to a brighter smile
Tooth Whitening

Helping you smile more and frown less
Wrinkle and Line Reducing Clinic

Providing you with a choice to budget for your dental health
Monthly Maintenance Plan

01932 866 966www.cobhamdental.co.uk
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Dr Rachel 
Woodriffe

BChD
Cobham Dental Team



Page 31

Flooding in Oxshott
by Anthony Wolfe

It can be argued that flooding in Oxshott in recent years has been driven by three 
factors: 

1.	 Increased housing and the continued development of Danes Hill School 
over the past 10-15 years have seen a significant increase in non-permeable 
surfaces at the top of Oxshott.  Where previously there were large gardens 
and playing fields there are now large houses, tarmac, driveways and school 
buildings, creating a subsequent, significant increase in water run-off. 

 
2.	 Secondly, climate change has intensified the rainfall we experience which 

has only exacerbated water run-off. 

3.	 Finally, there seems to be increasing evidence that the road drains and 
gullies around the village have not been adequately maintained and have 
become choked with sediment and roots.

Obtaining help can be a frustrating business, as local residents badly affected by 
flooding will testify.  This is a consequence of possible confusion as to who has 
responsibility - and it is not straightforward!   Ultimately it is the owner of the 
asset where the blockage/problem exists who is responsible.  The Authorities and 
Utilities are required to share information in order to find solutions.  Surrey CC is 
the Flood Authority but in respect of ownership of assets its responsibilities are 
limited to surface water drainage, including road gullies where Surrey CC owns those 
gullies.  Water does not then travel far before it enters the road drains which are the 
responsibility of the utility, Thames Water.

You can report a recurring problem with localised flooding or drainage, including 
blocked road drains and gullies, by searching on the internet for “Surrey wetspots”; 
this will take you to a Surrey CC webpage where you can report a problem online.

Another useful website is the Government’s https://flood-warning-information.
service.gov.uk where you can find a map (see the map on the following page) 
showing the long-term flood risk for your area, and even for your house.

FEDORA has had some successes in trying to alleviate flooding issues in Oxshott:

1.	 The corner of the A244 leaving the village for Leatherhead.

Over the years there has been significant flooding at the corner of the A244 as you 
leave the village going towards Leatherhead.  At the end of July Surrey Highways 
were busy attending to the drains that had become blocked and were confident that 
they had dealt with this long-standing issue.  Certainly, there was no major flooding 
at this site during the thunderstorms in early August. 
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Hopefully, the drains will now do their job and flooding will be a thing of the past in 
that particular area.  Thank you to Surrey Highways.

2.	 Oakshade Road

Oakshade Road has had particular and significant flooding issues for a number of 
years, not least for the houses at the bottom of the road close to the junction with 
Steels Lane.

At the danger of oversimplification, it was established by Thames Water that roots 
previously requiring cutting had either grown back or had not been removed 
correctly.   John Major, a resident of Oakshade Road, was able to demonstrate to 
the engineers that water was not flowing away as it should.  Thames Water cleaned 
the gullies but they quickly filled up again. Thames Water acknowledged that there 
were fundamental problems which may have arisen from a misconnection or, as 
John suggested, a second sewer which was not on their plans.  Sure enough, Thames 
Water discovered another major drain below the one they had checked and it was 
not on their maps!  The one they were aware of was revealed by a camera survey 
to be clear, but the “unknown” drain was blocked and was thought to be the cause 
of all the issues. 

In the first week of August work was then carried out on the drains at the junction of 
Steels Lane and Oakshade Road.  Scheduled for three days the work was completed 
within twenty-four hours, so finally we can hope that the problems have been 
resolved.

Surface-water flood-risk map of Oxshott.
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It has been a long saga but hopefully it is now reaching its conclusion, not least 
because of the persistence of two local residents, Glen Burnell and John Major.  
Well done – and thank you.  Also, thanks are due to Elmbridge Councillor Andrew 
Burley and Tim Oliver, the leader of Surrey CC, both of whom have taken a personal 
interest in driving the on-going issues to a satisfactory conclusion and sorting out 
accountability at Surrey CC and Thames Water.

3.	 Waverley Road

There has been a history of flooding problems in Waverley Road, not least with the 
Scouts Hut and the flooding at #71 Waverley.  For the time being the evidence is that 
by the clearance of culverts and drains under #71, these two particular issues have 
now been resolved.

Other sites that still need to be addressed include:

1.	 Warren Lane and Goldrings

There have been concerns for some years about getting a solution to the water 
run-off along Warren Lane, down the A244 from the top of the hill between the 
village itself and Oxshott railway station.  The issue is that when it rains there is a 
considerable flow of water down the A244 towards Goldrings Road, which is only 
exacerbated by the camber on the road, so that the water collects on the one side 
of the road next to the pavement.  This causes particular issues for pedestrians.  
Furthermore, the drains are either blocked or do not collect the flow, so that all 
the water eventually flows down Goldrings Road and then floods the junction of 
Goldrings Road and Holtwood Road.

Recently, after much chasing, this has been acknowledged by Surrey Highways.  The 
gullies had been emptied but it is now recognised that the “mainline” needs to be 
jetted and an investigation booked to look at the relevant gullies.  Let us hope that 
this resolves the issues – and thank you Surrey Highways for responding.

2.	 Charlwood Drive and Knott Park Estate

Surrey Highways do acknowledge there is a significant issue connected with the 
flooding on the A244 that needs attending to – surface water from the A244 appears 
to be causing flooding down Charlwood Drive and into the Knott Park Estate.  This 
will be attended to by the Surrey Flood team.  Time will tell how quickly they attend 
to this particular issue.

3.	 Broom Hall and Silverdale Avenue

A recent addition to the list of issues arising from surface water run-off has been at 
the bottom of Broom Hall running into Oakshade Road.  After heavy rain, it has been 
noticed that a manhole cover above the junction of Silverdale Avenue and Broom 
Hall could not contain the flow and so the excess water ran along the surface of 
Silverdale Avenue into Oakshade Road.  Local residents are on the case to get action 
from Thames Water.
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An Update from your Local Councillors
by Elmbridge Councillor David Lewis

Since the imposition of the lockdown in the middle of March, Elmbridge Borough 
Council has been focusing on supporting the community and businesses across 
the borough. The statistics are impressive: 1780 business grants equating to £24.6 
million have been processed and the car parking charges were waived until 1st 
September 2020; 100 high street retailers have accepted the £250 grant to support 
their reopening; the three Elmbridge foodbanks have received financial support; 
1300 – 1400 Meals on Wheels are being delivered every week which is a 50% 
increase. In total, more than 26,500 Meals on Wheels have been provided by a team 
of Elmbridge’s Community Support Services staff and volunteers; the Cobham Link 
service, which supports adults with learning difficulties, has provided daily calls to 
its members as well as weekly Zoom catch up meetings and information packs which 
have been sent to homes; 28 rough sleepers and 40+ homeless households have 
been provided with temporary accommodation; 8242 vulnerable residents are being 
supported with regular calls. There have been more than 2000 calls each week.

However, all of this comes at a cost. It is currently estimated that the financial impact 
of the pandemic on the Council finances will be around £9 million for the current 
year. This comprises £3.5 million in additional costs and £5.5 million in loss of income. 
The various Covid grants and the Government’s compensation scheme is only likely 
to meet 40% of the deficit caused by the pandemic, with the balance to be funded by 
in-year savings and a draw down on reserves. However, the experiences of the last six 
months have been unprecedented. There has been huge support from Council staff, 
community groups and volunteers to whom residents from across the Borough, and 
in Oxshott, owe their thanks.

Despite the pandemic, the work of your councillors has continued. Initially, Elmbridge 
was slow in moving its meetings to a virtual platform but this has now become the 
norm and the model works well. All the Council meetings are held via Zoom and 
residents can watch in real time or recordings after the event.

Development of the Local Plan has been delayed due to the pandemic and the 
Government is currently consulting on changes to the planning system and the 
methodology for calculating housing targets. The Conservative Group at Elmbridge 
has reaffirmed its policy of protecting the Greenbelt – we understand the very real 
concerns that residents have regarding the possible development of Greenbelt sites 
in the area. 

There have been a number of contentious planning applications in Oxshott over the 
last few months and your three councillors have attempted to articulate the concerns 
of residents. We have done our best to ensure that the decisions taken will not have a 
detrimental impact on the character of the village. We have worked closely with the 
Officers of FEDORA and have made representations to both Surrey County Council 
and Elmbridge Borough Council with regards to the Merrileas application. A decision 
on this proposal for 67 residential units has still to be taken.

A long-standing issue of concern to residents in Oxshott and Stoke d’Abernon is the 
potentially dangerous nature of the Blundel Lane bridge that crosses the railway. The 
bridge itself is narrow, contains dangerous bends and has no pavement. As such it is a 
safety hazard for all road users but particularly pedestrians, cyclists, and horse riders.
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Numerous proposals for improving the safety of road users have been made over 
the years but none of them has gained any traction and no progress has been made.

Although the bridge is owned by Network Rail, Surrey Highways has responsibility 
for the road across it. Surrey Highways have stated that solving the problem by 
changes to the infrastructure (eg parallel pedestrian bridge, widening existing 
bridge, replacement bridge etc) are unaffordable and, therefore, recommended that 
traffic management solutions (eg one way traffic flow, road closure etc) should be 
investigated. Many residents have suggested that traffic lights should be installed 
to control the vehicles travelling across the bridge but again, Surrey Highways have 
rejected this option, saying that the lights would be too far apart which could lead to 
long waiting times and the lights being ignored by impatient drivers. However, before 
any progress could be made on any option, Surrey Highways insisted that a traffic 
management survey should be carried out.

Your councillors succeeded in obtained the necessary funding for such a survey from 
the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) but the work was significantly delayed due 
to the water main replacement project in the Littleheath Lane area during much of 
2019.

Eventually the survey was completed and Surrey Highways presented the findings 
to the Surrey County Councillors for Cobham and Oxshott and your three Elmbridge 
councillors. The main finding was that there are more vehicle movements along 
Blundel Lane from Stoke d’Abernon to Oxshott than there are in the opposite direction. 
On the basis of this finding, Surrey Highways proposed piloting a project whereby 
Blundel Lane would be made a one-way road from Stoke d’Abernon to Oxshott and 
all of the traffic moving from Oxshott to Stoke d’Abernon would be directed either 
through Sandy Lane or across the level crossing in Littleheath Lane and down through 
Water Lane and Knipp Hill.

This proposal was unanimously rejected by your councillors as being impractical, 
unworkable, and potentially resulting in road safety issues along Sandy Lane and 
Knipp Hill. So – where does that leave the project? Nothing much has happened for 
the last few months due to the pandemic but your councillors have asked Surrey 
Highways to explore whether the landowners on either side of the existing railway 
bridge would be willing to make land available for an additional structure. At the same 
time, the Elmbridge Councillors are exploring whether the funds could be raised for 
a full feasibility study to be carried out, but as the cost of such a study is estimated 
at £100k+, the likelihood of the finance being available is slim. It has been suggested 
that the community should attempt to raise the money for such a study but this also 
seems unlikely in the current financial climate. We will, therefore, continue to push 
for the funds to be released but clearly this is going to be a project for the long term.

In the meantime, we shall continue to work on behalf of the residents of Oxshott and 
Stoke d’Abernon. Please do not hesitate to contact one of your team of councillors:, 
Andrew Burley (aburley@elmbridge.gov.uk), Oliver Chappell (ochappell@elmbridge.
gov.uk) and David Lewis (dlewis@elmbridge.gov.uk) Mary Lewis – Cobham Division 
including south of the Blundel Lane railway bridge (Mary.Lewis@surreycc.gov.uk) 
Mike Bennison – Oxshott, Claygate and Hinchley Wood (Michael.bennison@surreycc.
gov.uk) for assistance.
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Oxshott Trust Fund

(Owners & Managers of  the Oxshott Village Centre) 

The Annual General Meeting of  the Oxshott Trust Fund 

will be held on

Wednesday 11th November at 7.45 pm 

Because of  the COVID-19 situation the meeting will be held 
online using Zoom.

All Oxshott Residents are warmly invited to participate.  To receive instructions 
and a Zoom link to the meeting, please send an email to the address below.

Notice of  any matter you wish to be discussed at the AGM should be sent in 
writing to:

The Chairman, Oxshott Trust Fund, 
Email: geoffdot@ntlworld.com
by 4th November at the latest.

 

  
 

Residential & Commercial Property Services 
 

 Building & refurbishment works 
 Decorating 
 Flooring  
 Kitchens & Bathrooms 
 Plumbing & Heating 
 Carpentry 
 Roofing & Guttering  

  
         THE GARAGE, LEATHERHEAD INSTITUTE, 67 HIGH STREET, LEATHERHEAD, KT22 8AH 

 
 

 
            01372 372470           07811 972274 
                           www.homefixlimited.co.uk                 hello@homefixlimited.co.uk  
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HORTICULTURAL SERVICES
♦ Landscape Design & Construction
♦ Plant Display Schemes
♦ Fencing & Patios
♦ Water Features
♦ Irrigation Systems
♦ Turfing

A LARGE SELECTION OF SPECIMEN
NURSERY STOCK FOR INSTANT IMPACT

FULL MAINTENANCE SERVICE
Tel:  01372 278 859 Nursery:  07831 509 377

Email:  andrewgillespie_insideout@yahoo.co.uk       www.insideoutlandscaping.co.uk

David Cooke Associates
Computer Consultancy 

Database and Website 
Development – VB, HTML, ASP, 

SQL, Access, Excel 

Photography – Conversion of 
movies and stills to digital format 

on DVD/CD 

PCs and Networks – Installation, 
Setup and Troubleshooting 

Email: davidadcooke@btinternet.com

Tel/Fax: 01372 842873 

N.J. Ricks
Interior and Exterior 

Painting & Decorating
Working Locally since 1986

References Available

01372 843220
07889 844459

    ricks539@outlook.com
15, Littleheath Lane, Cobham, KT11 2QG
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Diary from a Lockdown Summer at Steels Lane
by Sarah Murphy

Well where to start? Birdsong and the sound of distant lawn mowers replaced 
the usual sounds of tennis balls and clatter of falling wickets from the end of 
March, through April and May to the beginning of June at OVSC as the Club went 
into Lockdown along with the rest of the country. Although frustrating to see the 
facilities devoid of members during the beautiful weather we experienced at what 
is normally the perfect time of year, it did give a small band of wonderful volunteers 
time to carry out a few remedial works and plant up the flower pots in time for what 
was hoped would be a hotly anticipated re-opening.  Our sincere thanks to Graham 
Woods and his team.

And open we did!    Tennis returned the minute the Government and the LTA declared 
it could, swiftly followed by Bowls, Petanque and Cricket, although in a limited fashion 
and with strict guidelines to be followed. Dispensers for hand-sanitiser sprung up all 
around the Club and signs reminding members of the social distancing guidelines 
were diligently posted.    Lockdown hair and furloughed tans were suitably admired 
as the first few members braved the new ‘normal’ at Steels Lane as people were 
just delighted to get out and about again.  Re-opening was accompanied by a flurry 
of new enquiries about membership which was very welcome and these continue 
to trickle in at a steady pace which has been very encouraging for the future of the 
Club.

Squash members could only look on in frustration as all the sections slowly returned 
to play except them – but at the time of writing guidelines have finally been issued 
and once again squash can be played, albeit in special ‘bubbles’ and with new rules 
on hygiene.

Although the clubroom remained largely closed, the hastily formed ‘outside bar’ 
was very well received as members and their guests started to socialise again 
(following the Government guidelines) with refreshments served at their tables by 
our hard-working Bar Manager, Jeff. This addition to our Club offering has been so 
well received, that there are plans in place to try and keep this outside area in place, 
at least during the summer months, when hopefully the strange summer of 2020 is 
a dim and distant memory.

With holiday travel plans in disarray for so many people, record numbers of children 
enjoyed our summer holiday cricket and tennis camps. Although schools are now 
back, we continue to practise rigorous hygiene and  we are keeping our fingers 
crossed that the threat of an increase in localised lockdowns doesn’t extend to the 
area.

Away from the current sports OVSC offers, the Committee are exploring the 
opportunity presented by the massive increase in interest in the game of Padel 
Tennis, with plans being drawn up to bring this exciting family-friendly game to OVSC 
in the not too distant future.
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01372-370300 | www.tecres.co.uk | sales@tecres.co.uk 
Retail store open Monday to Saturday 9am to 5:30pm

On-site & workshop repairs, upgrades, virus removal, data recovery

Please note: Product supplies have been severely disrupted during 
the CV-19 period, items listed are accurate at the time of publishing

14 NORTH STREET | LEATHERHEAD SURREY | KT22 7AW

~Surrey’s favourite Computer Store~
14 North Street, Leatherhead     

tel: 01372 370300
Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm

Used laptops 
from £199
Perfect for home, school 
and work use.

Specifications and 
models change daily

Canon Pixma 
TS5150
Perfect for the home or office, 
low volume printer, copier and 
scanner 

only 
£85

Wifi for all: with the Deco M3 Kit only £160
Provide across the home Wifi for all, in seconds

Easy to install, sensational performance

Notebooks, PC’s and Tablets are in limited supplies and are likely to be for the foreseeable future

Philips curved 27” 
WLED Computer monitor 
The perfect system 
upgrade- seeing is 
believing

only £185

Latest new Apple iPads 
in stock
10.2” device with 
32Gb storage

only £385

YOUR APPLE & PC SOLUTION CENTRE
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For more information visit our 
website alfreddrycleaning.com or 

use QR code below.

Any questions? 
Please call us on  07548 165 777

We are a new sustainable and eco 
friendly local business with a home 

collection and delivery service using 
electric vans for Oxshott and its 

neighbours.

eco-friendly dry cleaning service
Formerly Swan Dry Cleaners of Oxshott. 
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Management 

1,500 Oxshott homes 

ONE Estate Agent 

01372 844200   

oxshott@boycethornton.co.uk  

www.boycethornton.co.uk

Boyce Thornton is the only  
estate agent in Oxshott

For property experts that know Oxshott better than any  
other estate agent in Surrey contact the team today 

LettingsSales Property 
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