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  Application for Membership of   

FEDORA – The Voice for Oxshott CIC   

 

First Name: _____________________________  Last Name: ________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ Postcode: ______________   

E-mail: ________________________________  Phone: _____________________ 

(by providing my e-mail address I agree that FEDORA may communicate with me by email)  

I, the undersigned, hereby apply for membership of FEDORA – The Voice for 

Oxshott CIC (the “Company”, registration number 13057190) and agree to be 

bound by the provisions of the Company’s Articles of Association.    

I agree to pay a Membership Fee of £10.00 for the 2023 calendar year which:    

(1) has been set-up to be paid by annual standing order  

(sort-code 20-90-56, account 80164445),                                or  

(2) has been paid by internet banking (bank details as above), or   

(3) is enclosed herewith and sent to the Membership Secretary, 35 

Charlwood Drive, Oxshott, Surrey. KT22 0HB. 
(Delete as appropriate)  

If paying online, please also email the information requested on this form to 
membership@fedora.org.uk so that your details can be recorded.   

I understand that a Membership Fee is payable every calendar year, otherwise 

my Membership will lapse.   

I agree to contribute £1.00 to the Company’s assets in the unlikely event that 

the Company should be wound up while I am a member or within one year after 

I cease to be a Member, for payment of the Company’s debts and liabilities.  

 

Signed: _______________________________________ Date: ______________ 

Printed Name: __________________________________________ 

If this application is successful, I hereby authorise you to place my name on the 

Register of Members of the Company.  
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Oxshott  

Christmas Spectacular 2022 
by Sandra Elmes 

Save the date: Sunday, 27th November 

 

Following the success of last year’s event, James Davis is again organising this year’s 
event, sponsored by the Wolsey House Group, Session Event Hire and local businesses.  

Being a Sunday, he is applying to close the road this year, which will mean a truly village 
centre event; not split between a long line of lorries! 

As last year, expect spectacular Christmas lights by Lumiere Events, switched-on that 
evening by a special guest.  

Our wonderful High Street retailers, with additional local stall holders, will be selling 
Christmas goodies with all the food and beverage shops cooking up a storm with the best 
street food once again.  

There will be live festive music with a DJ on hand to keep the tunes a-coming, and maybe 
take a request or two. 

…and of course, no Christmas Spectacular would be complete without a visit by Santa, 
who has agreed to stop by Oxshott once again before his elves whisk him away to crack-
on with all the preparations for his Christmas Eve flight. Oxshott will build him a magical 
grotto so he will feel right at home with us. 

More details to follow in the FEDORA October Newsletter and look out for regular 
updates on Instagram: @visitoxshott 
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David Cooke Associates 

Computer Consultancy  

Database and Website  
Development – VB, HTML, ASP,  

SQL, Access, Excel  

Photography – Conversion of  
movies and stills to digital format  

on DVD/CD  

PCs and Networks – Installation,  
Setup and Troubleshooting  

Email: davidadcooke@btinternet.com 

Tel/Fax: 01372 842873  
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Reed’s School 

Responding to the Tragic 

Situation in Ukraine 
 

At Reed’s School compassion is one of our core values and is ever present in everything 
we do which meant our response to the situation in Ukraine was made instinctively.  

Through the Andrew Reed Foundation we have welcomed three Ukrainian pupils into 
Reed’s and a younger sibling to our prep school, Ripley Court. These children have been 
through some harrowing experiences – fleeing from Russian soldiers with their mothers, 
some having to leave their fathers behind in Ukraine, not knowing if they’d ever see them 
again.  

Once funding and uniform had been sourced, the children started their education at 
Reed’s by joining the year groups they would be coming into in September so that they 
could familiarise themselves with the school’s routine. Luckily, their understanding of 
English is good, and they were able to slot in and make friends quickly – one of the most 
important factors to ensure that they are happy, of course! Each child was buddied up 
with one of the pupils in their tutor groups and the warm welcome they received from 
the Reed’s pupils was amazing! We are particularly grateful for the support of the Royal 
Merchant Navy Educational Foundation which has funded uniform and termly extras for 
one of the boys. 

All pupils were given an opportunity to buy blue-and-yellow wristbands (or wear a tie, 
pin, or scarf with blue and yellow on it) to support the efforts of international aid 
organisations in Ukraine. A Lenten Service and Prayer was also held for those caught up 
in the conflict in Ukraine and those who have fled with nothing. The collection for the 
service was donated to the refugee fund.  

The response from staff to a request for funding and supplies from one of the teachers 
was impressive. In the space of a week, they had made personal donations of over £3,000 
and enough medical supplies to fill two long-base vans which made their way to Poland 
courtesy of Liam Sullivan, Economics and Business teacher Rachel Sullivan’s husband. A 
contact in Poland had reached out to him for supplies for Ukrainian refugees. Whilst 
there Liam crossed the border to Lviv to pick up some of the women and children who 
were travelling from Donbas; they were taken to safety in Leipzig, Germany. Many of 
them had been walking for several days, carrying their belongings in plastic bags.   

Reed’s School was founded in 1813 as a school for orphaned children. Through the 
Andrew Reed Foundation we continue to care for children who have suffered acute 
family trauma leading to the loss of support of one or both parents. To find out more 
about the work of the Andrew Reed Foundation please visit our website 
https://www.andrewreedfoundation.org/ . 

 

https://www.andrewreedfoundation.org/
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Chair’s Comments 
by Anthony Wolfe 

Over the last 6 months we have continued to develop meaningful relationships on your 
behalf with both the operational staff at Elmbridge Borough Council and Surrey County 
Council as well as with our local councillors from both councils.   

We have been holding bi-monthly meetings for some time now with our local councillors 
with minutes and clearly defined action points – and this is now showing results.  We are 
most grateful for the manner in which our local councillors have embraced these 
meetings.  Inevitably there have been hiccoughs along the way, but it is possible to say 
with some confidence that our voice is now being heard.  

Just one example: following a meeting on 30th June 2022 of Elmbridge Borough Council’s 
Local Spending Board for Cobham & Downside, Oxshott and Stoke d’Abernon - Oxshott 
secured funding for a number of road and safety initiatives.  This was the first time for a 
very long time that any such funding has been obtained for Oxshott. 

Roads, planning and Sandy Lane 
In this issue of the FEDORA magazine, you will find detailed reports on roads, planning 
and Sandy Lane from Ian Dilks, Mike Wheeler and Hugh Tompkins respectively; 
therefore, I do not propose to add anything but merely to express my sincere thanks to 
them for the work they have and continue to put in on behalf of the community of 
Oxshott.  They all exemplify our mantra PRIORITISE- PERSIST- PATIENCE. 

Green Oxshott 
2022 has witnessed some progress in the care of our local environment- albeit small 
steps.  The cherry tree at the top of Steels Lane has been replaced but perhaps most 
exciting of all has been the emerging opportunity to work with Surrey CC on a tree 
planting initiative.  As part of its Climate Change Strategy, Surrey CC has committed to a 
target for planting 1.2 million new trees (one for every resident) by 2030.  A few trees 
have been planted down Blundell Lane, for example, but it is hoped that by the end of 
this Autumn Oxshott will bear witness to this initiative with a noticeable planting 
programme.   Watch out for our monthly emails for details as plans are progressed. 

Flooding 
It is some two and a half years since Surrey CC were approached about a range of 
concerns with drainage and surface water flooding in the village.  Encouragingly, the past 
few weeks has seen an increase in activity for addressing specific issues in the village as 
well as a greater sense of engagement with Surrey CC.  

In particular, Thames Water has had their contractors looking to sort out issues in Sheath 
Lane, whilst Surrey CC have taken an interest both with flooding around the Scouts Hut 
and into the gardens in Waverley Road and surface water issues in Wrens Hill. 
It is early days but hopefully we will be able to report on progress in the coming months. 
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Danes Hill School 
At the beginning of the summer term, Danes Hill School welcomed the arrival of their 
new headmistress, Maxine Shaw, along with a Director of Finance and Operations, Elise 
Tonnard.  The opportunity has been taken to introduce FEDORA to Maxine and Elise and 
we welcome their commitment to building a positive relationship with the school’s 
immediate neighbours and the wider community of Oxshott. 

People – the FEDORA team 
Whilst the job is not complete in recruiting and developing a full team that secures the 
future of FEDORA – the Voice for Oxshott CIC, it is great news that we do continue to 
make progress.  
 
Debbie Chitty has agreed to become the Membership Secretary, so allowing Sandra 
Elmes to focus her skills on the website and communications. Deborah will be known to 
residents through her work on behalf of the Silverdale Avenue Residents Association and 
as membership secretary of the Oxshott Club in Oakshade Road. 
 
Equally, we are delighted that Victoria Scott has agreed to join the team as the CIC’s 
Company Secretary.  She is currently the secretary of the Wrens Hill Residents 
Association. 
 
This leaves one vacancy, the Editor of the FEDORA magazine and we always need 
distributors for our magazine – see adverts below and over the page.    
 
AGM  
Finally, please do not forget to make a note in your diary for the AGM of FEDORA - the 
Voice for Oxshott CIC.  It is scheduled to be held on Thursday, 3rd November 2022 at 
Oxshott Village Centre, Holtwood Road, Oxshott, KT22 0QJ. Doors will open at 7.00pm 
and the meeting will start at 7.30pm.  The formal part of the meeting should conclude 
by 8.30pm and will include an opportunity for Maxine Shaw, the new headmistress from 
Danes Hill School, to introduce herself to the broader community of Oxshott.  

This will be followed by refreshments and the opportunity for discussion with the 
FEDORA team and your local councillors, all of whom have been invited to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS NEEDED 

FEDORA – the Voice for Oxshott CIC is seeking local residents to distribute its 
magazine, which is issued in April and October each year. Although we have a strong 
and loyal team, there are several roads that need new distributors. It takes very 
little time and is great exercise!  

If you would like to help, please contact 

David Cooke at advertising@fedora.org.uk 



Page 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MAGAZINE EDITOR 

FEDORA – the Voice for Oxshott CIC is seeking to appoint an editor for its magazine. 
The role is not demanding, with just two editions produced every year in April and 
October. The role includes: 

• developing an engaging and informative community magazine that 
residents will want to read 

• arranging and commissioning articles  

• liaising with David Cooke, who has responsibility for advertising 

• liaising with Sandra Elmes, who has responsibility for the magazine’s 
production. 

 

If interested, please contact Anthony Wolfe at chair@fedora.org.uk 
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Planning Update 
by Mike Wheeler 

 

Local plan 
As already reported to FEDORA members, comments were submitted by FEDORA to 
Elmbridge BC this summer as part of the consultation on the draft Local Plan.  In 
summary, FEDORA welcomes the draft Local Plan which is predicated on an average 
annual target of 460 new homes and preservation of the Green Belt.  FEDORA (working 
with resident groupings in Cobham) has taken a leading role in questioning the 
soundness of the original proposals from Elmbridge BC.  What we see now as a draft plan 
is therefore a considerable improvement on what was contemplated only a few years 
ago.  But it still represents a challenge and will inevitably lead to ever increasing housing 
density across the borough.   

While FEDORA considers the draft Local Plan to be legal and sound, it also considers that 
it contains important deficiencies.  In Oxshott, there is the likelihood of continued 
planning applications for opportunistic high-density developments (either flats or blocks 
of semi-detached houses) or ugly infill developments.  What is needed are well drafted 
design codes that emphasise the importance of preserving local character.  The 
consultation process prior to the drafting of the design codes has only just started and it 
is unlikely that drafts will be available for comment for several months.  Similarly, the 
approach to identifying the improvements in infrastructure needed to support housing 
growth remains incoherent.  This is particularly relevant given the emphasis in the draft 
Local Plan on climate change and the simplistic assumption that use of motor transport 
can be reduced without profound changes in personal behaviour and significant 
investment in cycle lanes right across the borough. 

Future housing policy 
The draft Local Plan reflects the changing political landscape at national level with the 
pressure on the Government to tone down its ambitions to boost housing development 
in the southeast.  The result of the Amersham by-election made clear simmering 
discontent within the electorate, and this was reflected in the back bench pressure that 
led to the watering down of national housing targets. 

While it is easy to be blinkered and give thanks that Oxshott is less likely to suffer 
widespread damage to its character than seemed probable only two years ago, the stark 
fact remains that there is an acute shortage of housing in this country.  Over the last 50 
years, the population of the UK has risen by 20% to 67.5 million people.  A large part of 
that increase has been in the southeast without a compensating increase in new homes.  
As a result, house prices have escalated dramatically, and houses have become 
increasingly unaffordable for young first-time buyers. The understandable concern is 
that this may threaten social cohesion.    
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Several solutions present themselves: direct new housing away from the crowded 
southeast with the incentive of large-scale infrastructure investment, obtain better 
utilisation of brownfield sites and create disincentives for developers to hold on to large 
land banks.  All these strategies have their (vociferous) proponents and opponents and 
all merit careful consideration particularly in the light of changing views to home working 
and the consequent implications for use of commercial property.  But there is also a risk 
that the scale of the London Metropolitan Green Belt (LMGB) will also come under 
review.  The LMGB now covers almost 2,000 square miles.  Undoubtedly, it fulfils a vital 
purpose and should be regarded as a precious asset.  Indeed, its wholesale preservation 
is seen by many as an article of faith.  But self-evidently not all Green Belt is of the same 
importance. 

At some stage, there will be a change in government leading to a change in political 
priorities.  There therefore exists a very real prospect that a new government might act 
to encourage release of Green Belt to help meet more demanding national housebuilding 
targets.  At that point, the future of Green Belt around Oxshott would come under 
inevitable threat.  Assuming that the draft Local Plan is approved, we can hopefully 
continue to enjoy the benefit it provides with its almost complete encirclement of 
Oxshott.  For how much longer that will continue is far from certain, but FEDORA will 
continue to represent the interests of residents and monitor changes in policy.     

 

The Oxshott Trust Fund 
(Owners and Managers of the Oxshott Village Centre) 

The Annual General Meeting of the Oxshott Trust 
Fund 

will be held on 7th November at 7.45pm in  

The Oxshott Village Centre (Small Hall), 19 Holtwood Road Oxshott KT22 
0QJ 

 

All Oxshott Residents are warmly invited to attend and there will be an 
opportunity to meet the committee over refreshments after the 

meeting 

Please send details of any matters you would like to raise at the meeting 
to 

Geoff Moyle – Chair (Oxshott Trust Fund) 
Email: geoffdot@ntlworld.com by 1st November 

mailto:geoffdot@ntlworld.com
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Green Spaces 
by Lindy Wheeler 

Trees  

It was a very hot summer this year so thank you to all those residents who answered the 
call to help with watering when Surrey planted new trees in Oxshott this spring.  Without 
them the trees would surely have died this hot summer.  Your efforts will be needed 
again next April to ensure the trees get the best possible start before summer.  

Vi Baker coordinated her locals for the Blundel Lane trees – Margot, Monica, and Howard 
especially.  

Four residents at the top of Goldrings Road looked after their new tree – thanks Sally 
Ann, Ros, Orasa and Lucy. 

 

The garage, Village Ceramics, and residents of 
Midgarth all helped look after the new 
Accolade cherry, planted by FEDORA  for the 
Queens’ Jubilee “Green Canopy” initiative, 
replacing the old one that succumbed to Storm 
Eunice!  

 

 

 

Meena of Reads Florist used her ‘old’ 
flower water to keep the FEDORA Village 
planter alive during the hot weather.     

 

We look forward to several more trees and a long hedge being planted by Surrey CC 
in the next six months on the verge outside Danes Hill, so there will be some 
reinstatement of the trees removed during road works.  Residents of Gunters Mead 
have offered to help with watering in the spring.  
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Volunteer Group 

We now have six members in the Surrey Highways sponsored volunteer group that works 
on small green spaces improvement projects in Oxshott.  We meet for a couple of hours 
every few weeks as suits us.  We have been quiet during the heat wave but hope to start 
again soon.  If anyone else would like to join us or has an idea for a small project, please 
contact lindy@fedora.co.uk.   

 

Little Heath Recreation Ground  

It is hoped an application will be put forward to YouFundSurrey this year for funding for 
an exciting complete revamp of the Recreation ground.  With all the new housing being 
built in the village it would be a great space to improve.   Watch for updates and PLEASE 
would everyone get behind the project NOW by signing up to agree with the idea on one 
of the four green markers on the Recreation ground on the map - 
https://yourfundsurreymap.commonplace.is/comments/6043a863a37bfb2ef47e0f0e. 

The more support there is, the more likely funding will be given. 

However, before the application can proceed further, a sponsor must be found to fund 
the maintenance of the adult gym over the next ten years.  Discussions with contractors 
soon will ascertain the actual sums involved but it should be less than £1,000 a year.  If 
you or a company you know can help, please contact FEDORA. 
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Roads Update 
by Ian Dilks 

Each time I write an update it gets longer as things are added to the list and despite 
progress nothing has so far been fully implemented and removed. More detail on various 
projects and issues has been provided in previous FEDORA magazine articles or email 
updates so what follows is a combined update and reminder. Before getting into the 
detail though it is worth making three key points: 

• Local Government processes are inherently complex and slow, often for good 
democratic reasons since every proposal that most people agree on may be subject 
to objection by others, which must be listened to. This complexity of process is often 
exacerbated by a lack of resource.  Things therefore progress very slowly.  

• Everything costs money which is in short supply-every project we propose must 
compete for funding not just within Elmbridge but in the case of roads with the rest 
of Surrey.  

• Many of the things we want to see changed result from a concern about perceived 
safety risk. But it is a harsh fact of life that the potential for death or serious injury 
does not get the same attention as recorded past death or injury. We should be 
thankful that Surrey Police records show very few serious incidents in Oxshott in 
recent years but that can undermine our case for investment to improve safety. 

So, what have we achieved in the last two years? 

Approved projects 
• 20 mph speed limit in the centre of the village - this has been agreed by Surrey 

Highways (SH), funding has been approved and design is in progress. The zone 
should extend from near Danes Hill in the south to just north of Steels lane in the 
north and will include Oakshade Road, Silverdale Avenue and Broom Hall. We hope 
to have the works completed this financial year (i.e. by March 2023) however it will 
require a Traffic Regulation Order (which is being produced but there is a 10 week 
backlog) and a statutory period of consultation. FEDORA will provide a link to the 
consultation when it is launched. Votes in support are not required but they will help 
to demonstrate community support. We understand there are national lobby groups 
which may object to these limits as a point of principle. 

• High Street parking - consultation has ended without major objection so we in effect 
have unconditional approval for the changes requested.  However, there is a desire 
in Surrey to give effect to a number of parking changes at the same time which has 
continued to delay  implementation in Oxshott.  As a reminder, in the bay outside 
Heath Buildings where no parking is currently permissible during the day, the new 
arrangements  will permit unloading in the morning and free parking for two vehicles 
for up to 30 minutes in the afternoon, together with a dedicated space for use by 
Blue Badge holders. In addition, the two parking slots currently labelled “Disabled” 
at the top of Steels Lane will be repurposed for general free parking for up to 30 
minutes. We will provide further detail once the new arrangements come into force.  
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• High Street footpath - we have agreement in principle for a new dedicated footpath 
outside the Victoria and butcher’s shop which will greatly increase pedestrian safety 
as well as improving the look of the High Street. SH tell us that improving the look 
of a village is in itself a contributor to reduced vehicle speed and improved safety. 
Funding has been approved and this was only possible because of the generous 
agreement of the owners of the Victoria to make land available (funding is more 
readily available where there is a matching local contribution). Design work is 
underway. Legal details still need to be resolved but we hope works will take place 
next Spring. 

Projects under consideration 
• Night-time HGV ban - this proposal had widespread support following the FEDORA 

petition two years ago but has run into opposition from Cobham and other 
neighbouring communities who fear displacement of HGVs into their 
neighbourhoods. A request for funding considered by the Elmbridge Local 
Committee this summer was rejected for this reason. We now need an all parties 
meeting to consider the options and try to regain some momentum. This has 
become very frustrating and has moved at a snail’s pace but the necessity for urgent 
action has been escalated within Surrey, particularly given the potential for HGV 
traffic to increase as a result of the works at J10 (see below). 

• Average speed cameras - SH has agreed in principle the installation of average speed 
cameras on the A244 south of the beginning of the new 20mph zone, so covering 
the dangerous bend near Charlwood Drive. However, cameras are expensive so  
following pressure from the Police they want to see first if the new 20mph zone 
reduces average speeds outside the zone. Speeds will therefore be remeasured six 
months after the 20mph zone is operational and if they continue to show speeding, 
we will seek to progress requests for camera installation. 

Steels Lane speeding and crossing - there have been increasing concerns about 
safety at the junction of Steels Lane, Holtwood Road, Oakshade Road and Sheath 
Lane. This is a crossing for children from four school sites as well as the Medical 
Practice and Church.  We arranged a visit of SH officials to the site in mid-September 
together with councillors Sugden and Burley, Surrey Police and a number of 
representatives of the local community. This is a classic example of the safety point 
referenced above, there is a widespread view this junction is dangerous,  but the 
Police have no record of serious injury. The problem is nevertheless recognised but 
the processes to deal with it will be slow. SH has agreed to make further visits and 
consider options, but a longer-term solution will require a feasibility study which will 
need to be funded and more importantly any solution is likely to be expensive. 
Despite the lack of past serious injury, the site qualifies for attention under a number 
of the criteria used by SH and we are working with Cllr Sugden to put forward a 
funding request next year. As a short-term measure, we have requested a manually 
controlled crossing for schoolchildren at peak times-funding is likely to be available 
but recruitment of someone to perform the role could be more problematic.  
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• Fairoak Lane - SH will implement a reduction of the current 60mph speed limit at 
the Malden Rushett end of Fairoak Lane to 40 mph and in Heath Road to 30mph. 
This will be funded by them and involve additional signage. This won’t address the 
desire of local residents to reduce the 40 mph speed limits in Fairoak  Lane, but this 
can’t be done without additional speed measurement and probably supporting 
costly engineering works. It is however a useful first step.  

• Village footpaths to the  south of Oxshott - there have been and continue to be small 
improvements to the footpath on the west side of the A244. Our aim is to have a 
continuous footpath into the village centre. The stumbling block to progressing this, 
in addition to money, is reaching an agreement with the owners of Oxshott Lodge. 
This is frustrating because photographs show that there used to be a verge, albeit 
not a wide footpath, outside this building prior to the redevelopment so an 
opportunity was missed to create a footpath then for much less cost. This vividly 
illustrates the need for local residents’ groups to stay alert to developments and 
their impact. 

• Railway bridge - anyone who uses or has even looked at the footpath across the 
railway bridge can see it is unpleasant to use and looks dangerous. This is not 
disputed by SH and there are reports of minor injury (including to the author!) but 
there is no record of serious injury to pedestrians. The cost of a properly engineered 
solution would be many hundreds of thousands of pounds and in the absence of 
serious injury or other major development will be difficult to fund. This is though on 
the longer-term agenda. In the meantime, we are discussing with SH possible 
improvements to the existing pavement for which a bid for funding might need to 
be made.  

 
Other things to know about… 

 

ULEZ 
Earlier this year we alerted local residents to the consultation regarding proposals to 
extend the London ULEZ boundary to the Surrey border. Surrey has responded to the 
consultation with a number of requests and concerns, including better allowance for the 
users of schools and hospitals, extension of the vehicle scrappage scheme to Surrey 
residents and extension of Oyster card zone 6. The submission is available on the FEDORA 
website. There is no update on proposals. 

 
More 20 mph zones? 
Supporters have pointed out public comment on the trend towards more 20mph zones 
in towns and villages and the large extension of these zones in the Kingston area. We 
understand that this is principally a London initiative at present and there is no current 
general intention for Surrey to adopt this as county wide policy. However, Surrey has a 
Local Transport Policy (LTP 4) that has been revised this summer which signals a clear 
intention to give more weight to the needs of people over vehicles and is likely to 
influence future developments. A copy of LTP 4 is available on the FEDORA website.  
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M25 J10/A3 interchange 
We have previously reported concerns that neither National Highways nor SH had given 
adequate thought to the impact of this major project on local communities or to 
engagement with those communities. Our Surrey councillors were kept in the dark. Each 
party has sought to blame the other for this and a letter written jointly with other local 
residents’ groups to the Surrey Cabinet member responsible for roads was unanswered. 
However, the Cabinet member has now changed, and arrangements have been put in 
place to keep our local Surrey councillors informed so they can better support us and 
colleagues in Cobham. We are in touch with the new Cabinet member and  will work 
closely with him, councillors, and other residents’  groups to influence what we can.  

We have created a dedicated area on the FEDORA website to enable you to keep abreast 
of developments:- 

 www.fedora.org.uk/issues/roads/j10_a3_wisley_reconfiguration_works  

This includes a link to the overall timeline and a copy of a (Surrey councillor) Briefing for 
Members  for September 2022 which summarises the current situation. We will keep 
this updated as more information becomes available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has become clear in the last two years that to make progress we need close 
collaboration with and support of local councillors (both Elmbridge and Surrey) which is 
now in place, demonstrable local community support and perhaps above all 
…persistence. 
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Oxshott High Street Regeneration 

by James Davis 
 

Following my address at last year’s FEDORA AGM, I have been asked to provide an update 
on progress. I am pleased to be able to do this in this edition of the FEDORA magazine. 

On behalf of my business partner Peter Brodnicki and I, we are delighted to welcome Joe 
Taylor (formerly Octagon Developments) and Ian Shoesmith (formerly Castellum) to lead 
the design and build of our High Street locations under The Wolsey House Group. 

For those of you who have been in Oxshott a long time, you too would have witnessed 
the lack of village investment and upgrades to the buildings alongside the traffic increase 
and poor safety infrastructure that now dominates our village and is the consistent 
talking point which sadly overshadows the amazing village we have. 

It was during the pandemic, Michal Kendereski and I launched Oxshott Delivery which 
saw the whole community come together to ensure the local retailers could stay in 
business, continue to serve all the loyal customers, and help those that were struggling 
with the forced isolation. This unity that was cemented from you all led to a new energy 
and desire for our village to be reborn and thrive. 

This ignited and accelerated the vision on our locations, for all of us as a community to 
regenerate our high street to a destination hub, that it once was many years ago. This 
was formed with many shops that people could use daily and come into the village to 
dwell and enjoy the community buzz. We consistently hear many of you share your 
childhood days in the fishmongers and Oxshott Fruiterers to name a few. 

The Wolsey House Group is already underway with the new mews houses at the top of 
Oakshade Road and will soon submit full planning for the High Street locations in the 
coming few weeks. As it can take some time for Elmbridge planning portal to show the 
submissions, we decided to outline here what the initial visions are for our High Street 
locations. 

The feedback and focus 
groups we have held with 
many of you led to the 
idea of one of our 
locations consisting of a 
Greengrocers, Bakers and 
Fishmongers, which 
would complement the 
fantastic Surrey Hills 
Delicatessen & Butchers. 
We would like to secure a 
spot for a dedicated 
Vegan store also. 
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In addition to the great group of food 
outlets consisting of Cockadoodle Dough, 
The Victoria, Bella Luna and Munch & 
Wiggles, many have echoed one or two 
more restaurants to sit alongside them 
would create a nice buzz in this location 
area both during the day and evening. 

Clay Hair Salon will triple its size and offer 
Beauty, Spa and a Men’s Grooming 
Lounge and next door to the Hiit House 
we would include holistic offerings like 
Pilates / Yoga. 

Our final location is the site which 
currently consists of the Post Office, The 
Pharmacy & Cockadoodle Dough, where 
we will be upgrading the buildings to flow 
and be visually pleasing as you travel 
from one end of the High Street to the 
other. 

As you hopefully can see from the CGI’s, with thanks to the team at Fedora, the 
landscaping ideas and sign off for railings by the council will certainly add an immediate 
colourful and eye pleasing dimension to the high street, with the planters too. Ian Dilks 
has been phenomenal in his dedication to being the voice of the village with helping 
overcome speed restrictions and HGV concerns. Mike Wheeler has also been marvellous 
in sharing his views, knowledge and village concerns ref development and style with our 
team, which has allowed us to arrive at this balanced look and feel which we hope you 
are all delighted with. 
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Mindfulness 
by Diana Thornton, a local mindfulness teacher, 

psychotherapist and counsellor living and working in Oxshott. 

 

There can be few people who haven’t heard of mindfulness. It is constantly 
recommended as a cure-all for the stresses of 21st Century living but with everything 
from colouring-books to recipes being labelled ‘mindful’ it can be difficult to work out 
what it is and also whether it can live up to all the hype. 

Luckily, we don’t have to guess whether it’s worthwhile as there is a huge body of 
scientific research showing its benefits and demonstrating how simple meditation 
techniques can actually rewire your brain so that inside your own head is a less stressful 
place to be. (Sounds good already!)  

At its simplest, mindfulness is simply being in the present moment so that you notice 
your own experience. Mindfulness opens up a little bit of space and awareness around 
that experience. In that space you can choose your response rather than simply reacting 
on automatic pilot which will always fall back onto well-worn habits (some better than 
others…).  

All well and good but how do you actually do it? Mindfulness meditations will usually use 
an anchor point for your attention, such as following the sensations of your breath in 
your body, but one of the easiest ways to come into the present moment is to focus all 
of your awareness on your senses. Go outside and really listen. After a little while your 
mind will wander but just notice that and gently come back to paying full attention to 
the sounds around you. That moment of spotting your wandering mind is a moment of 
mindfulness. You can do the same thing with any of your senses, taste, vision, touch. 
Interestingly, the extent to which you can pay attention to your senses, you will come 
out of your thoughts. They balance each other out like two ends of a seesaw. This is 
useful to know because unfortunately we have evolved in such a way that our thoughts 
tend to a default of worrying when they are on ‘stand-by’ and we are not actually 
engaged in a conscious thinking task. Learning ways to come out of these automatic 
patterns of thinking can therefore bring great relief. 

There isn’t enough space here to expand further but you can read more about 
mindfulness on my website www.surreyhillsmindfulness.co.uk and I have loaded a 
couple of new recordings onto the home page for anyone who would like to try a simple 
body scan or a ‘self-compassion break’ from the Mindful Self-Compassion programme. 

http://www.surreyhillsmindfulness.co.uk/
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There are plenty of resources online if you would like to explore further. I would 
particularly recommend a free course for beginners which was produced and published 
as a response to the pandemic from two world-leading mindfulness teachers. Go to 
www.soundstrue.com and search for mindfulness daily at work. Otherwise, another 
good place to explore is www.mindfulselfcompassionuk.com where you will find lots of 
information and free recordings to use. 
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The Oxshott Badminton Club 
by Geoff Moyle 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Oxshott Badminton Club was one of the first users of The Oxshott Village Centre 
when it was opened in 1962, and the Club has remained in continuous existence since 
that time. 

Play is from 7.30pm to 10.00pm each Tuesday evening from September to May. Some 
members continue to play during the summer months at an associated club in Walton. 
The availability of only one court necessitates that all games are doubles which enhances 
the sociability of the Club. All games are with feathered shuttlecocks. 
 

Not so sedate! 

There is a common misconception that badminton is a rather gentle and sedate sport. 
That is certainly not the case, and a competitive game of badminton will be both mentally 
and physically demanding. 

Players of all ages are welcome, and a free evening is offered to get a feel for the Club. It 
is usual for potential new members to attend as visitors for several weeks at a cost of £5 
per session – if you do join the fees paid to date are deducted from the amount due, 
which would be a modest prorated annual fee. 

The Club has a social and friendly atmosphere, and a post-Christmas lunch is held in 
January and a summer party in July. Several members did not re-join the Club after the 
extended closure due to the Covid pandemic, so a few new members would be most 
welcome.  

If you are interested in finding out more then please contact either Geoff Moyle (01372 
843844 or geoffdot@ntlworld.com) or Ashok Patel (07977 103436 or 
ashokdivya@aol.com). 
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Improving Sandy Lane 
by Hugh Tompkins 

 

Making Sandy Lane Safer – further progress 
Since the last update a year ago, we have continued to make progress with the four 
priorities identified by residents who either live in Sandy Lane, or in a road or estate 
leading off from it. 

These priorities were to repair/replace the tarmac surface as required, improve 
pedestrian access by extending and joining the existing footpath along the length of the 
lane, improve the Sandy Lane junction with the A244, and to reduce the speed limit from 
40mph to 30mph without the need for street lighting.  

More recent success 
The badly needed new white lines have now been painted along the entire length of the 
lane as a result of the draft plan submitted to Nick Healey, Surrey Highways Area 
Manager, last year. 

The flooding on the bend, just west 
of Reed’s School, appears to have 
been satisfactorily resolved.  In wet 
weather, this was becoming a 
danger to all road users and posed 
an ever-increasing risk of flooding 
to some nearby houses. We 
understand that the problem was 
initially caused when Virgin 
installed their cable network and 
severely damaged the culvert under 
the road.  Surrey Highways now 
hope to recover their significant 
costs from them and there is a 
process for this. 

 
This work, together with the work done to alleviate the flooding at the top of Milner 
Drive, is an important improvement for everyone who uses the lane. More work now 
needs to be done in the woodland end of the lane. Nick Healey has acknowledged the 
clear link between flooding in the lane, and the overall condition of the road surface. 

 

 

 



Page 34 

 

The overgrown vegetation and broken 
tree limbs near Sandringham Park have 
now been cleared and a new “informal 
footpath” installed.  As a result, 
pedestrians can now walk on one side of 
the lane from the Miles Lane junction to 
just short of Reed’s School, without 
having to cross repeatedly.  Cllr David 
Lewis, our local County Councillor, has 
funded this from his own member’s 
allocation and we are grateful for his 
support. This is especially good news for 
those who live in Beech Close, 
Sandringham Park and those who live on 
the residential part of the lane itself. 

 

Surrey Highways’ have again given a commitment to repair serious defects to the road 
surface.  However, it is important that as many residents as possible continue to report 
emerging defects at www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport for this to happen.  

 

Funding – Good news, bad news………. good news 
Following the Elmbridge Local Committee meeting held on 29th November 2021, David 
Lewis informed us that “Sandy Lane has been included – as Nick Healey promised – with 
funding of £10k for 2022/23 and £100k for 2023/24. The exact details of the work are 
still at a very general level, but I feel that we are making progress.” This was very good 
news. 

However, shortly afterwards, Surrey Highways completed an internal reorganisation 
which resulted in a number of changes in both personnel and roles. This included Nick 
Healey moving to a new role and all subsequent communication from us having to go 
through an "engagement team”. Accompanying this reorganisation there was also a 
significant change in the ELC committee structure and remit which resulted in our 
funding being withdrawn. This was extremely disappointing news. 

As a result, we immediately explored other funding sources and submitted an application 
for CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) funding. On 30th June we were delighted to be 
awarded £100,000 from our Elmbridge Borough Councillors. 

The application for CIL funding was submitted through CDRA to avoid competing with 
other FEDORA interests. It proved to be a very successful strategy, drawing on the 
strengths and history of both organisations. Cllr David Lewis has been especially 
supportive both in terms of funding and guidance through this quite turbulent period. 

 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport
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Reducing the speed limit 
Cllr David Lewis has also contributed a further £15,000 from his member’s allocation to 
pay for a traffic survey in the lane. This has recently been undertaken and together with 
the CIL money awarded, we are now well placed to secure a reduction in the speed limit.  
Much still remains to be done and this includes the police, who have a view that is both 
sought by Surrey County Council and in nearly all cases, acted on. They take into account 
the wider car user expectations, precedents and enforcement.  

We will continue to work towards the best traffic calming solution available. Again, we 
have to work with SCC policy and precedent. Fortunately, there is some technical support 
for this. On this particular aspect there is such a wide range of views, it won’t be possible 
to please everyone! 

We are also continuing to explore how the junction with the A244 might be improved, 
possible using any remaining funds to secure further funding from Surrey Highways. 

All these elements pose additional challenges. However, as said in the last Fedora 
update, sustained patience and persistence is key. 

We have endeavoured to keep all those living in the Oxshott/Cobham borders fully 
involved. A number of local residents have contributed a range of views and ideas, many 
of which have already helpfully informed, or will inform, further discussions with Surrey 
Highways and Surrey County 
Council. 

 

We are now looking forwards to the 
next steps of this venture. 
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The Oxshott Club 
Established 1907 

Oakshade Road, Oxshott, Surrey KT22 0LE  
Tel. 01372 842232   www.theoxshottclub.co.uk 
Like us on Facebook - search ‘The Oxshott Club’ 

 
 

History 
The Oxshott Club was opened in 1907 and was the first local indoor recreational facility 
within the village. Located opposite St Andrews Church in Oakshade Road, it was also 
used as the Village Room, consequently very much at the centre of village life. 

Facilities 
There is a comfortable lounge area with an internet jukebox, pool table and dartboard. 
Additionally, there is a separate snooker room with two full size snooker tables. Both the 
pool and snooker tables are kept in top match-quality condition so the club can 
participate in the local league competitions. Two large flatscreen TVs show all Sky and 
BT Sports HD channels and any other events members wish to watch. Free wi-fi is also 
available and there is also a covered outside seating area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The club has a welcoming social atmosphere and the well-stocked bar – run by the 
friendly bar team – sells a selection of draught and bottled beers, lagers and cider, wines 
and spirits -  including the  very popular gin bar. It also offers a range of non-alcoholic 
drinks, including coffee and tea, all at lower ‘club style’ prices. 

Bar snacks & light bites are also available to purchase. 

 
 

Bar and the lounge area 

http://www.theoxshottclub.co.uk/
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Social Events & Activities 
There are various social activities that take place at the Club for members and their 
guests. These include a monthly open mic music night (all welcome), charity race nights 
& coffee mornings, quiz evenings, skittle competitions, regular summer barbecues and 
weekly meat raffle on a Friday.  

 

Opening Hours  
The club is open every weekday evening from 5.30pm and from 2pm on Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

The Club lounge is also available to hire for special events – please enquire within or 
contact us online. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Introductory offer for new members – 
£5 pp for Oct-Dec 2022.  

For annual membership costs, please email 
oxshottclubmembership@gmail.com 
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Danes Hill School 
by Maxine Shaw, Head 

I have always viewed myself as being incredibly lucky. I have a job that I love and I 
recognise that this is not as widespread a phenomenon as it should be. If you love what 
you do, you inevitably give more of yourself to your role and hopefully the outcomes are 
better for all involved.  

The summer term was a whirlwind for me. I loved being at Danes Hill and whilst I was 
exhausted when the summer holiday arrived, I was also totally exhilarated by the 
experience. This is exactly how school should be for the children we educate and care 
for. One of the many things I love about teaching is the fact that each child who joins a 
school is a unique individual, with their own interests and passions and they will all find 
some things easy and some things a challenge. Creating an approach to education, which 
cherishes this uniqueness and celebrates individuality, is a joy.  

Danes Hill is my fourth Headship, and my background is in a diverse range of schools. I 
have taught in the maintained and independent sector and been Head of a large Pre-
Prep, a rural Prep school and a highly selective single sex boys’ school. Each was 
completely different, but all were full of children who loved school. This does not happen 
by chance. The strength and character of a school community is shaped by the staff team, 
the Governors, the parent body and the local community.  

At Danes Hill I feel that all of these parts are working together well, and I feel excited and 
privileged to be leading the school forward for its next chapter. We very much want to 
be a valuable member of the village community and I am happy to don my high visibility 
jacket and challenge parents who are parking badly outside Bevendean! I am also 
delighted to be working more closely with The Royal Kent School and to be able to offer 
our facilities to the local community.  
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The team has been strengthened by 
the appointment of Ms Elise 
Tonnard as our Director of Finance 
and Operations. Elise joined at the 
same time as me and shares the 
vision and passion for ensuring that 
Danes Hill is the best that it can be 
and that every child we educate 
loves their time here and aims high 
both academically and in the arts 
and sport. She also values the 
importance of community 
relationships. For me one of the 
most important things that we can 
do, as a school, is to work with 
parents to help children become 
thoroughly decent human beings. A 
good education is a privilege and 
with that privilege comes the 
responsibility to give back. 

 

This academic year is the 75th anniversary of the opening of the school and we want to 
celebrate in style. We hope that we can bring together as many community groups as 
possible, to a range of events throughout the year. I hope that I can welcome many of 
the readers of FEDORA onto the site to celebrate with us and that our pupils will prove 
themselves to be ambassadors for the school. Oxshott is a very special village,  and it is 
wonderful to know that Danes Hill has a place at the heart of the community.  
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How to Clean your Nest Boxes 

by RSPB, Dorking & District Local Group 

 

If you have a nest box or two in your outdoor space, you have already done something 
brilliant for the birds in your backyard. But to help make it a safer home for them to raise 
their chicks, it is important to clean it once a year. 

Here’s our guide to how… 

Why do we need to clean nest boxes? 
The nests of most birds are also home to fleas and other 
parasites, which can remain and then harm young birds that 
hatch the following year. By removing old nests you are helping 
to give the chicks the best start in life.   

When to do it 
The ideal time boxes should be cleaned is in the autumn, from 
September onwards, once the birds have stopped using the box. 

You can clean it in the winter, but the earlier in the season the better, to avoid any early 
nesters. If you decide to do it later in the winter, it is best to observe the nest first to 
make sure no-one has moved in.  

How long will it take? 
Depending on how accessible your nest boxes are, around 10 minutes per box. 

 
 
What do I have to do? 
1. First remove your nest box from its location. If you have to use a ladder it is always 

best to have someone else around to help and to hold it steady. 

2. Once down, most good nest boxes have a removable lid or a hatch so you can clean 
inside. Depending on the design, you may need a screwdriver. 

3. Once open put on your rubber gloves and remove as much of the old nest as 
possible. Often they come out whole so you can see all the different materials the 
bird has used to make its home! 

4. If you find eggs in the box which haven’t hatched, these can only be removed legally 
between September and January (August-January if you're in Scotland) - and must 
then be disposed of. Do double check the nest is no longer active as some species 
can nest right through September. 

5. Scrape away any remaining debris and then carefully pour boiling water into the 
nest, to kill any harmful bugs. DO NOT use insecticides or flea powders. 

6. Let the nest box dry out thoroughly before closing it back up. 

7. If you have hay or wood shavings available, these can be put into the box to increase 
birds or mammals using it for shelter over winter. 



Page 42 

 

 

8. Put the nest box back up and look forward to 
spring, when hopefully some birds will choose it 
as their new home! 

9. Make sure you thoroughly wash your hands, 
arms and any clothes which come into contact 
with the nest box. 

 

 

 
Can I take a peek inside the nest box at any other time of year? 

It is best not to. Birds like to be left alone to raise their young, with some abandoning 
their nest if they think it has been discovered. 

Please visit https://group.rspb.org.uk/dorkinganddistrict/ for information about future 
events and organised walks.  Also see RSPB Dorking and District on Facebook. 

 

 

WHAT’S ON, IN AND AROUND OXSHOTT 
 

Date Event Location 

3rd November @ 7:30pm FEDORA AGM Oxshott Village Centre 

7th November @ 7:45pm Oxshott Trust Fund AGM Oxshott Village Centre 

27th November, from 3pm Christmas Spectacular Oxshott High Street 

1st December @ 7:30pm  Harrison’s Fund  

Quiz Night 

Leatherhead Golf Club, 
Kingston Rd, 
Leatherhead 

1st December, 7pm – 8:30pm The Babusya Galyna 
Christmas Fundraising 
Concert for Ukraine 

St Andrew’s Church, 
Downside Bridge Road, 
Cobham. 

3rd December, 12pm - 3pm Danes Hill Xmas Fair Danes Hill School 
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Disclaimer: FEDORA - The Voice for Oxshott CIC, its officers and committee members make every effort to 

publish this magazine on time, to give correct information and advice in good faith, and to accommodate 

advertisers by including desired copy with accurate content. No responsibility or liability, however, can be 

taken for any inadvertent errors or omissions. 
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